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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LaspouR MARKET IN AUGUST. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,843 returns, viz.: 1,655 from employers, 550 
from trade unions, and 138 from other sources :— - 

Employment in August was still affected by the South Wales 
coal dispute, which was not settled until the end of the month. 
Apart from this, employment was generally good, though there 
has been some falling-off in the shipbuilding and printing trades. 

In the 117 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 466,025, 12,819 (or 2°8 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of August, compared with 2-6 per cent. in 
June and July, and with 3°5 per cent. in the 113 unions, with a 
membership of 462,256, from which returns were received for 
August, 1897. 

ployment in Various Industries—Ooal-mining. —Through- 
ont August employment in South Wales and Monmouthsbire 
continued greatly affected by the coal dispute. In other dis- _ 
tricts employment continued better than a year ago. Excluding 
South Wales and Monmouthshire, 1,142 pits, employing 373,441 
workpeople worked on an average 5°19 days per week during the four 
weeks ended August 20th as compared with 4°83 days per week a 
year ago. 

Iron-mining.—Employment was good during August, and was 
slightly better than a year ago. ‘I'he average number of days 
worked during the four weeks ended August 20th at mines 
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employing 17,296 workpeople, was 5°76 per week, as compared 
with 5°65 days in August 1897. 

Pig Iron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 iron- 
masters show that 339 furnaces were in blast at the end of 
August, being 8 less than at the end of July, and 7 less than at the 
end of August, 1897. The estimated number employed was 
22,427, or 42 less than a month ago, and 303 more than a year 
ago. Exclusive of Glamorgan and Monmouth (where employment 
was affected by the dispute in the coal trade) there were 4 more 
furnaces in blast and 1,265 more workpeople employed than was 
the case a year ago. 

Employment in the Iron and Steel industries has slightly 
improved, but is not so good as a year ago. The number of 
workpeople employed at the works of 214 employers making 
returns was 77,549 in the last week of August, or 150 more than 
a month ago, but 610 less than a year ago. The average number 
of shifts worked in the last week of the month was 5°46 in August, 
5°48 in July, and 5°54 in August, 1897. ' 

Tinplate Trade—Employment in this industry improved during 
August, but was worse than a year ago, owing to a great extent to 
the effects of the dispute in the South Wales coal industry. The 
number of mills in operation at the end of August was 270, 
giving employment to 14,428 workpeople, as compared with 268 
mills employing 13,495 persons at the end of July, and 289 mills 
and 15,243 persons employed at the end of August, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades continued 
steady and slightly improved. The percentage of unemployed 
union members in this group of trades at the end of August was 
3°0, compared with 3°3 in July, and with 4°2 per cent. at the end 
of August, 1897. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment though still good was 
scarcely so brisk. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of August was 4-2, compared with 3:3 in June and July. 
The percentage for August, 1897, was 6:3. 

Employment in the Building trades continued brisk. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
was 0°9, compared with 1:0 in July and 1-2 per cent. at the end 
of August last year. ; 

The Furnishing trades were still well employed, though continuing 
to show a slight falling off in some branches. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of August was 1°9, 
compared with 1°6 in July and 1-7 per cent. in August, 1897. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has fallen 
off to some extent, but is still good for the season. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of August was 4°6, 
compared with 3-0 per cent. in July. The percentage for August, 
1897, was 5°3. 

In the Paper trade employment is not so good, the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of August being 5-3, com- 
pared with 2°8 in July and 3°9 per cent. in August, 1897. 
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In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of August was 9:4, compared with 8°6 in July 
and 8-4 per cent. at the end of August, last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades slightly improved. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of August was 
4-2, compared with 4°8 in July and 3°6 per cent. in August, 1897. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
is quiet ; in the ready-made branch it is bad in most centres, but 
fairly good at Leeds. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tuiloring trade 
continues dull ; in the ready-made branch it continues only moderate 
in most centres, but is improving at Leeds and Bristol. 

Employment in the Spinning and Weaving branches of the Cotton 
trade continues fairly good. 

Employment in the Worsted trade shows a slight improvement, 
but is still moderate. Employment in the Woollen trade continues 
fair on the whole, the heavy branches show a further slight im- 
provement. Employment in the Hosiery trade continues quiet in 
in some branches, fair in others. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades 
information respecting 519 mills employing 84,700 women and 
girls shows that 78 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 76 per cent. in July and 58 per 
cent. in August, 1897. 

Trade Disputes.—Forty-four fresh disputes occurred in August, 
1898, involving 10,457 workpeople. The corresponding number 
of disputes for July was 33, involving 8,753 workpeople; and for 
August, 1897, 61 disputes, involving 15,278 workpeople. Nine 
disputes took place in the building trades, 7 in mining and 
quarrying, 9 in the metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, 14 
in the textile and clothing trades and 5 in other industries. Of 
the 53 new and old disputes involving 115,039 workpeople, of 
which the settlement is reported, 20, involving 4,878 persons 
were settled in favour of the workpeople; 14, involving 103,953 
persons, in favour of the employers; and 19, involving 6,208 
persons, resulted in a compromise. The principal dispute settled 
was that in the South Wales coal trade. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 188,400 workpeople were reported during August, of which 
number 187,600 received advances, and 800 sustained decreases. 
The increases were mainly in the mining trades (176,606). The 
net result was an increase estimated at about 1s. 33d. per head 
in the weekly wages of those affected. Changes affecting 102,600 
workpeople, or 54 per cent. of the total number, were preceded 
by disputes causing stoppage of work. This number is mainly 
made up of the 100,000 Welsh coal miners. Changes affecting 
about 1,800 workpeople were settled by arbitration and concilia- 
tion without strikes. The other changes, affecting about 84,000 
workpeople, were arranged by direct negotiation between employers 
and workpeople or their representatives. 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BoILeER ExpLosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Drill Hall, Ashford, 
Kent, on the 4th and Sth August last, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a vertical boiler at the Lion Brewery 
on the 28th June last, whereby loss of life ensued. The boiler 
was purchased second-hand in 1886, and it was then examined 
and found to be in good condition. It was set up in some stables 
adjoining the brewery and it was used for supplying steam to an 
engine which drove a chaff-cutter. 

The boilers used in the brewery were insured, but this boiler 
was not insured, and its management was entrusted to the engine- 
driver, by whom it was cleaned out from time to time. 

In January, 1894, the owner of the brewery died, and the 
business was carried on by trustees, who entrusted the manage- 
ment of the brewery and plant to a brewer who had no mechanical 
training as an engineer. At the suggestion of the engine-driver 
the boiler was tested by hydraulic pressure in February, 1896, but 
it was not examined before or during the test. 

In July, 1896, the brewery and plant were sold upon a general 
valuation, and the brewer was succeeded in the management of 
the brewery by another brewer who was the son of the former 
owner. He made no alteration in the management of the business 
and the engine-driver continued to look after the boiler. The 
Court found that the boiler had not been examined by a competent 
person since the year 1886. 

That the boiler should not have been tested by hydraulic pres- 
sure without a thorough examination, but that as they were not 
prepared to find that the explosion was caused by the neglect of 
the trustees they were exonerated from blame. 

That the explosion was owing to the firebox having become so 
reduced by corrosion on the fire side as to be unfit to withstand 
the working pressure, and that it was entirely worn out. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the neglect of 
the manager. He had carried on the business in the same manner 
that it had been carried on during the lifetime of his late father, 
and he frankly admitted that it was an oversight on his part not 
to have had the boiler examined by a competent person instead of 
relying upon the engine-driver. 

The owners had compensated the widow of the engine-driver 
who was killed by the explosion, and the Court, holding them 
responsible for the neglect of the manager, ordered them to pay 
£10 only towards tke costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Wakefield on the 25th and 
26th August Jast into the circumstances attending the explosion 
of a boiler at the Sharlston Colliery, near Wakefield, on the 25th 
July last, whereby two persons were killed and four others were 
injured. 

The boiler was of the cylindrical egg-ended type, and it formed 
ene of a group of eleven similar boilers used for supplying steam to 
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the winding and pumping engines at the colliery. It was made in 

1879, and it had been repaired from time to time, but no record | 
was kept showing the cause, nature, and extent of such repairs. 

So far as could be ascertained they were not due to seam rips, but 

seam rips had been discovered in other similar boilers working 

under similar conditions at the colliery. 

The boiler, with nine other similar boilers, were in charge of 
the engine-wright, a fitter, who had been appointed in 1887, and 
they were periodically examined by him and also by a boiler repairer 
employed at the colliery. This boiler was examined in 1897 by 
the engine-wright, and in June, 1898, by the boiler repairer, but 
no defects were discovered. 

On the 25th July the boiler, with others, was working at a 
pressure of about 55 Ibs. per square inch when it exploded. It 
ruptured at the fifth circumferential seam from the front end and 
the two parts were hurled in opposite directions for considerable 
distances from their original position. . 

The Court found that the explosion was due to a seam rip of old 
standing ; that the iron in its vicinity was brittle and crystalline 
when fractured, and that it would not bend without fracture. 

That the management of the boiler was not entrusted to a 
competent person, that the periodical examinations were not 
properly made, and that neither the engine-wright nor the boiler- 
repairer had the knowledge and experience necessary to enable 
them to make proper examinations, and that in making examina- 
tions they neglected to clear away the scale in the vicinity of the 
fifth circumferential seam, otherwise the seam rip should have 
been discovered. 

That the boiler had never been subjected to hydraulic pressure, 
and that this test should have been judiciously applied from time 
to time. 

The Court found the Company responsible for the neglect of the 
engine-wripht and boiler-repairer, and they also found that the 
explosion was owing to the neglect of the Company in not having 
appointed a competent person to superintend the management of 
these boilers. 

The Company having expressed their intention of dealing 
liberally with the claims of the relatives of the deceased, the Court 
ordered them to pay £60 towards the costs and expenses of the 
investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Wotton-under-Edge, 
Gloucestershire, on the 29th and 30th August, into the circum- 
stances attending the explosion of a boiler or cylinder at the 
Abbey Mills on the 21st July last whereby loss of life ensued. 

The cylinder was obtained from an ironfounder, and it was 
intended to be heated by steam from a boiler worked at a pressure 
of about 60 Ibs. per square inch. It was fitted up, an inlet pipe 
and an outlet pipe were connected to it, steam was admitted, and 
very shortly aiterwards the cylinder exploded, the cover and part 
of the end of the cylinder being blown off. 


258 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. [Sept. 1898, 


The court found that in ordering the cylinder no consideration 
was given either by the owners, manager, or by the mechanic, as 
to the working pressure for which it was intended ; that the order 
for the cylinder was not We in sufficiently explicit terms; that 
it was neither fitted with a steam gauge, nor with a reducing 
valve, nor with a safety valve ; and that an engineer should have. 
been consulted as to the purchase and also as to the fitting up of 
the cylinder. 

The Court were of opinion that there had been neglect in the 
management, and for this the owner was held responsible. 

The Court found that the cylinder was not cast in a proper 
manner, and that the casting was unsound; that the ironfounder 
was aware of the purpose for which the cylinder was required ; 
that he could and should. have detected that it was unsound ; that 
he knew that it would be subjected to steam pressure; and that 
he took no measures to ascertain the pressure which the cylinder 
could withstand. They found that he was very seriously to 
blame. 

The Court found that the cylinder gave way on the inner side 
of the flange, and that the explosion was owing to defective 
casting, which rendered it unfit to be used for any useful steam 
pressure. 

The Court ordered the owner to pay the sum of £20, and the 
ironfounder to pay the sum of £50 towards the costs and expenses 
of the investigation. 


FORTHCOMING INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL EXHIBITION AT 
St. PETERSBURG. 


The Board of. Trade have been informed that the International 
Ornithological Exhibition at St. Petersburg, postponed from. this 
year (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for April last, p. 455), will be 
held from;the 1st/13th to the 16th/28th May, 1899. cre 
_ Intending .exhibitors will be granted special traffic rates for 
exhibits on the Russian railways and exemption from Customs 
duties, provided that the exhibits be re-exported within two- 
months from the closing of the exhibition. ; 


EXHIBITION OF ELECTRIC APPLIANCES AT Como IN 1899. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs a copy of the general rules and programme 
of.an Exhibition, which is to be held at Como next year. This 
Exhibition will be divided into two sections :—1. International 
Exhibition of Electricity. 2. Exhibition of the Silk Industry— 
national for products, and international for machinery, tools, and 
processes relating to the same. The programme of the above may 
be inspected on application to the Board of Trade any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
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RalIsING OF THE BLOCKADES ON SPANISH COLONIAL Ports. 


According to information received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office, the blockades on the Spanish ports in the 
Islands of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines have been 
raised, 


TENDERS FOR Pustic BuILDINGS IN BULGARIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sophia, 
reporting that the Bulgarian Ministry of Public Works invite 
tenders for the construction of seven new public offices, viz.:— 

A Ministry of Public Works, Ways, and Communications ; 
A Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture ; 

A Ministry of the Interior ; 

A Ministry of Public Instruction ; 

A Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Public Worship ; 

A Ministry of Justice; and 

An Audit Office. 

These tenders must be sent in sealed envelopes to the Chancery 
of the Permanent Commission of the Department of Public 
Works at Sophia not later than 2 p.m. on the 9th—21st November 
next. 

Further particulars respecting these tenders may be inspected 
at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR CoAL FOR BRAZILIAN STATE JRalLways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, 
stating that tenders are invited by the Brazilian Government for 
the supply of 120,000 tons of coal for the use of the Central 
(State) Railway of Brazil during the year 1899. ; 

‘Tenders must be sent in by the 31st October next. 

A copy of the conditions of the contract may be examined at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TREATY OF COMMERCE BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE UNITED KinGDom. 


A communication, dated 17th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Emperor of Japan in this country, to the 
effect that, in pursuance of the stipulation contained in Article 
XXI.. of the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation concluded 
between Japan and Great Britain, it is the wish of the 
Japanese Government to have the said treaty brought.into opera- 
tion on the 17th July, 1899. 
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TENDERS FOR IRONCLADS FOR THE NORWEGIAN Navy. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been informed. by 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania that the Norwegian 
Government invite tenders for the construction of two ironclads 
for the Norwegian Navy. 

Tenders must be sent in by the 8th October next. 

The Norwegian Admiralty is of opinion that firms desiring to 
tender should do so by telegraph. 

Applications for tender forms could either be sent through Her 
Majesty’s Consulate-General at Christiania, or direct through the 
Norwegian Admiralty (* Den Kongelige Norske Regierings Forsvars 
Department ’’), Christiania. 


Imports oF Pic IRon anp UNwrouGHT STEEL INTO THE UNiTED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


- According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month—January- 
August, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1898. « Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January wah 8,871 19,216 374 3,918 
February 7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 
March ... Bre. 5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
April ... 5,094 11,116 3,013 13,099 

June... ae 2,249 5,169 2,325 11,248 


August ... ase 1,169 3,361 3,396 19,434 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897| 91,196 | 209,275 | 25,927 | 128,892 


GERMAN Import Duties on AsIATIC SILKS. 


With reference to a notice in page 701 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for June last it should be noted that the Bill therein 
referred to for the reduction of the duty on pongees, or Asiatic 
fabrics of raw silk, when imported into Germany—although it has 
passed the third reading in the Reichstag—will not become law 
until] it has-been approved by the Bundesrath. 


| 
| 
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Il.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The Trade returns for the month of August, 1898, show an 
increase, compared with the corresponding month of 1897, in the 
value of both the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions, and in the exports of British and Irish produce, while 
in the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise, there is a slight 
decrease as compared with August, 1897. 


The imports for August, 1898, were valued at 37,216,5271., as 
compared with 33,371,385/. for August, 1897, an increase of 
3,845,1421. or 11°5 per cent. The exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures were valued at 20,186,016/., as 
compared with 18,773,997/. for August, 1897, an increase of 
1,412,0191. or 7:5 per cent., and the exports of foreign and colonial 
merchandise amounted in value to 4,531,5481. as against 4,651 ,947/., 
showing the slight decrease of 2°6 per cent. 


Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
August, 1898, as compared with August, 1897, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Aug. 31. 
—_ Increase. | Decrease. 


1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco... |16,890,198 | 1,684,449 
Metals... 1,672,652 | 1,754,453 | 181,801 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... see «860,704 | 377,046 16,342 


Oils -... 594,905 787,978 193,073 
Raw materials for manufactures ...| 7,883,004 | 8,982,181 | 1,099,177 — 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 

articles 7,754,371 | 8,424,671 670,300 — 


Total ... ... [37,216,527 | 3,845,142 


The only decreases as shown in the Returns are under the 
headings of Animals (living) for food (157,4791.) ; articles of food 
and drink (dutiable) (30,6741.), and tobacco, dutiable (120,2661.) ; 
but these are more than counterbalanced by the large increase of 
1,992,868/. in the value of the imports of articles of food and drink 
(duty free). 

The articles chiefly contributing to this increase are wheat 
(898,6541.), bacon (175,428/.), and sugar of all kinds (719,387/.). 
The increased quantities of sugar are principally from Germany, 
France, Belgium, and the Philippine Islands. There is also a slight 


* See also pp. 358 and 359, 
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increase in the amount from the British West Indies for the month 
of August, though the imports for the eight months of 1898 show 
a decrease as compared with similar periods of 1897 and 1896. 
With regard to Mauritius, once a sugar producing colony of some 
importance, the value of the imports into the United Kingdom for 
the eight months ended 31st August, 1898, was only 5,614I. as 
compared with 13,6057. and 16,536/. for similar periods of 1897 
and 1896 respectively. 


With regard to the imports of wheat, it may be interesting to 
give the following table which shows the principal sources of 
supply for the twelve months from Ist September, 1897, to 
31st August, 1898, as compared with the period comprised 
between the Ist September, 1896, and 31st August, 1897, dis- 
tinguishing the quantity and value in each case :— 


Imports of Wheat into the United Kingdom. 
Twelve months from Twelve months from 
. ot 1st September, 1896, to || lst September, 1897, to 
31st August, 1897. 31st August, 1898. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
15,385,300 5,233,083 9,814,300 | 4,079,626 
Germany, Roumaniaand Turkey} 8,851,000 | 3,027,544 1,772,400 726,598 
United States ... den ---| 31,683,300 | 11,134,265 || 36,777,800 | 15,936,975 
Argentina wee], 1,801,500 | 428,062 || 3,996,700 | 1,756,210 
Chile $00 1,726,200 577,601- 948,900 396,169 
British North America... 3,543,100 1,195,601 4,588,030 | 1,972,874 
British East Indies 422,980 146,282 7,989,520 | 3,100,029 
Australasia 79,620 33,721 
Other countries ... 2,104,110 733,190 417,320 165,946 
Total -| 65,017,490 | 22,475,628 || 66,384,590 | 28,168,148 


The most remarkable features of the above table are the increased 
imports from the United States and Argentina, and the decrease in 
the amount imported from Russia, Germany, Roumania, and 
Turkey. The increased imports from British India are also 
particularly marked. 


-- With regard to other articles of import, and taking the month 
of August, 1898, as compared with August, 1897—raw cotton has 
increased in value 3387,5361., and flax and hemp 194,239/. 
Petroleum, caoutchouc, sawn or split woods, and seeds have also 
considerably increased. 


Exports—aAs regards the exports for the month, the following 
table shows the values for August, 1897, and August, 1898, and 
the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 
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Month ended Aug. 31. 
-—_ Increase. | Decrease. 


1897. 1898, 

Animals, living 116,347 111,760 4,587 
Articles of food and drink ... «| 961,095 | 1,157,467 196,372 _ 
Raw materials... .| 1,714,252 | 1,862,165 147,913 — 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics .».| 8,055,663 | 8,284,341 228,678 |. —:; 
Metals and articles manufac-| 
‘tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery)., 2,615,718 | 2,857,528 | 241,810 — 
Machinery and millwork 1,240,278 | 1,513,371 273,093 
Miscellaneous... eee «-.| 4,070,644 | 4,399,384 328,740 . 


Total £/18,773,997 |20,186,016 | 1,412,019 


Taking the categories in the above table in the order in-which 
they are given, the decrease in the exports of animals is found 
principally in cattle. In articles of food and drink a noteworthy 
item is the increase in the export of herrings, the value being 
467,513l, for August, 1898, as compared with 161,528/.. for 
August, 1897, a much larger quantity having been taken by both 
Russia and Germany. ‘There has been a decrease in the quantity 
of coal, coke and fuel exported, amounting to 327,528 tons, but 
an increase in the value of 85,616/., and cycles show a falling-off 
to the extent of 39,1267. Cotton yarn has decreased 177,3901., 
and a falling-off is also shown in woollen and worsted yarns, but 
the exports of cotton piece goods and manufactures have increased 
90,2091., linen piece goods and manufactures 139,1571., and woollen 
and worsted tissues 123,682/. Arms, ammunition and military 
stores have increased 101,853/., and telegraphic wires and)’ 
apparatus 172,0261., the latter presumably for the Egyptiai 
and African account generally—countries of destination not being 
distinguished in the Returns. The value of the machinery and: 
millwork exported during the month under consideration was 
273,0931. higher than that of the corresponding month of the 
previous year, the exports of most kinds of machinery showing an 
increase—notably in the case of textile machinery, the value of the 
vate of this class having been 625,5141,, as compared with 

5,7591. in August, 1897. Russia, Germany, and the British: 
East Indies have all taken increased quantities of textile machinery 
from the United Kingdom—the figures for Russia being 131,577/. 
in August, 1898, as against 75,946/. in August, 1897, and.70,326/, 

_in August, 1896. ? 

With regard to the trade of the eight months ended 31st August, 
1898, the value of the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions amounted to 309,076,495]. as compared. with 

-294,565,1791. in 1897, showing an increase of 14,511,316l. ; and the 

value of the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
amounted to 152,784,0731., as against 157,685,9011. for the eight 
months of 1897, a decrease of 4,901,8281. The exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise decreased from 42,030,9221. during the 
months of 1897 to 41,748,1111. during a similar period 
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-II.—THE TRADE OF THE BRITISH, FRENCH AND 
GERMAN POSSESSIONS IN WEST AFRICA. 
(With Map.) 


The western coast of the African continent with the adjacent 
hinterlands is divided chiefly between the British, the French, and 
the Portuguese. The Germans have formed the two colonies of 
Togoland and the Cameroons, the Spanish hold Fernando Po and 
Corisco Bay, and there is the Republic of Liberia, with a coast-line 
of about 300 miles in extent, but the greater part of Africa to 
the north of the equator belongs to England and France, and to 
the south of that line, to Portugal. 

The British colonies are Lagos, including Benin, and the large 
extent of coast and inland country at present administered by the 
Niger Coast Protectorate, the Gold Coast (including Ashanti), 
Sierra Leone, and Gambia. The French colonies are French 
Congo, Dahomey, the Ivory Coast, French Guinea, and Senegal, 
and the vast and somewhat undefined hinterland known as the 
French Soudan. The Portuguese colonies, with the exception of 
the islands of San Thome and Principe, and a small tract border- 
ing French Guinea, are all situated south of the equator and will 
not be treated in the present article. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into, and 
exports from, the Niger Protectorate and the various British West 
African colonies and other possessions in the years 1895, 1896 and 
1897, the figures representing the total trade of each colony, 
including bullion and specie :— 


Imports. | Exports. 


Colony. 


1895. 1896. 1897. | 1895. 1896. 1897. 


£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Niger Protectorate*..| 825,0C0}| 751,000+| 656,000+| 740,000+| 844,0007| 786,000¢ 
Lagos ...~_—....|_: 816,000 | 902,000 | 771,000 || 986,000 | 975,000 | 772,000 
Gold Coast ... _...| 932,000 | 910,000 | 911,000 || 878,000 | 792,000 | 858,000 


Sierra Leone «| 427,000 | 495,000 | 457,000 || 453,000 | 449,000 | 401,000 
Gambia... +--| 97,000 | 110,000 | 140,000 94,000 | 117,000 | 164,000 
Total ... «+-/3,097,000 |3,168,000 | 2,935,000)) 3,151,000) 3,177,000)2,981,000 


Sir Ralph Moor, H.M. Commissioner and Consul-General for the 
Niger Coast Protectorate, in his last report to the Foreign Office, 
states that the year 1896-7 was a bad one for trade, or there would 
probably have been a much larger increase in the import and sale 


of free goods. 


* To and from the ports of Old Calabar, Opobo, Bonny, New Calabar, Brass, 
_ Penin, and Warri. 
t Twelve months ending March 31 of the years in question. 
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The increase in 1896-97 as compared with 1895-96 was 
principally in the following articles: hardware and cutlery, 
about 13,000/.; woollen goods, about 5,400/.; earthenware, 
about 2,6001. There was, of course, a slight falling off in 
the value of some other free imports to account in part for this, 
but the nature of the goods on which an increase has occurred 
would tend to show that the natives are inclining to the necessaries 
and comforts of civilisation slightly more than formerly. There 
has also been an increase of 3,300/. in the value of drugs and 
medicines imported, and this will tend to show that the natives 
are showing a tendency to believe in the use of European 
medicines rather than native concoctions and nostrums. 

The total decrease in the value of imports dutiable and free 
amounts to 94,9971., the decrease of 109,027/. on dutiable 
imports being modified by the increase of 14,0291. on free goods. 
The value of dutiable imports from the United Kingdom amounted 
to 84,0931., and that from other countries 49,802/.; the total value 
of free imports from the United Kingdom was 479,197/., as against 
that from other countries of 42,884/. Taking these figures 
together, the total value of imports dutiable and free from the 
United Kingdom for the year 1896-97 amounted to 563,2911., as 
against that from other countries of 92,686/. This shows a much 
better proportion in favour of the United Kingdom than that of 
the two previous years, when the figures were respectively : 
1894-95, value of imports from the United Kingdom 581,2301. as 
against that of total imports of 739,864/., and in the year 1895-96, 
United Kingdom 575,4471. as against total of 750,9751. 

There was a decrease in exports of 58,728/., and a decrease on 
the year preceding, 1894-95, when the export was 825,0981., of 
39,4827. The value of the exports to the United Kingdom shows 
a much larger proportion in 1896-97 than the two previous years, 
being 7,8291. in excess of that for 1895-96, and 83,2951. in excess 
of that for 1894-95. The only variations in the value of the 
exports which are noticeable are a decrease of 50 per cent. in ivory 
exported, an increase of 25 per cent. in rubber, and a decrease of 
50 per cent. in coffee. The increase in rubber is satisfactory, and 
considerable increase may be anticipated in the future, as much 
trouble has been taken to open up rubber production. 

The Consul-General states it as his opinion that as regards the 
imports there is not sufficient variety in the class of goods imported, 
and that in many cases they are of such inferior quality as to 
prejudice the establishment of a stable trade and steady demand 
throughout the territories. It is difficult to define the directions 
in which greater variety might be introduced, as for this purpose 
some enterprise and speculation on the part of the merchants are 
requisite. It must be borne in mind that they are not catering 
for a civilised community, and that in introducing trade goods the 
demand will have to be created by the importation of articles 
which are in all probability unknown to native purchasers. In the 
case of agricultural implements, intelligent inquiry with regard to 
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the actual requirements of the native would probably show that’a 
large trade in such articles could be opened up, also in household: 
furniture and tools for native industries which would have tobe 
made to suit the needs of the native workmen. 

In illustration of the quality of the articles hitherto imported, it. 
may be mentioned that on one occasion it was necessary to purchase 
a dozen chairs for a bush post; the only articles procurable were 
wooden-framed chairs with carpet seats, and some of these were. 
sent up. It was found, however, that with the greatest care in 
using them they came to pieces in about a fortnight. A native 
chief having once purchased such a chair and found it give way,. 
would be liable to return to his old native seat for the rest of his. 
natural life. It was only at Old Calabar, the Consul states, that 
ordinary clocks.or umbrellas were obtainable. At other places the: 
traders would not guarantee their own goods. 

The umbrella with the native may be rather a matter of vanity. 
At the same time, it does not appear that selling to the native 
shoddy articles of any description whatever is a policy likely to. 
lead to a good demand in the future. . 

With regard to the shipping, little comment is required. ‘The 
number of ships entered and cleared during the year shows a 
decrease corresponding with the falling-off in trade. 

There are no railways existing in the protectorate, and really 
few good roads, the principal means of transport being by water- 
carriage on the rivers and creeks, which form a network to a 
distance of about 60 miles inland. Beyond this point there are 
many rivers with small tributaries which provide a means. of 
transport, and the natives in these parts are good carriers by land. 

No new waterways have been opened up, but the existing ones 
are carefully patrolled for the security of life and property. An 
idea can be formed of the transport required when it is known 
that the extent of waterway to be patrolled and generally looked 
after is certainly not less than 3,000, and probably as much as 
4,000, miles. 

With regard to the system of trade by barter in the protectorate 
—Sir Ralph Moor’s remarks are worth quoting in extenso. He 
says :— 

“It is generally supposed that the system of trade ‘adopted 
throughout the entire protectorate is one of barter; but this is 
not the case, since in Old Calabar there is a native currency of 
imported brass rods and copper wires, which is very largely, if not 
exclusively, used in all native transactions. In the Kwo Ibo, 
Opobo, Bonny, and New Calabar districts, there is an imported 
Manilla currency which the natives use for nearly all transactions 
among themselves. In the western division of Benin, Warri, and 
Sapele, there is no currency except cowries, and a small cash 
currency which the natives use in their transactions with one 
another ; but the cash currency is growing. The barter system is 
almost exclusively adopted in the transactions between the com- 
mercial Europeans and the middlemen; although I believe that 
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brass rods and Manillas. are occasionally employed in these 
transactions. It is, in my opinion, most important that a sound 
currency should be introduced into this protectorate as early as 
possible. The use of brass rods and Manillas leads to a waste of 
time in counting, and of energy in carrying such a currency about 
the country. About 30s, worth of either brass rods or Manillas is 
a load for one man. This currency gives rise to a greater evil than 
the loss entailed by counting and carrying, inasmuch as it tends to 
create a market for slavery. Native middlemen will get their 
trade material carried to the interior markets by free labour, and 
there convert it into due proportions of brass rods and slaves, the 
latter to carry the former. The evils entailed by such a form of 
currency are incalculable, and it seems desirable to put a stop to it 
as early as possible. I am further convinced that, as long as such 
a currency exists with the difficulties of counting and transporting 
it, there will never be any appreciable expansion in the trade of 
the territories now under Government control. On the introduction 
of a handy and easily managed currency, a great impetus will be 
given to trade and to individual enterprise, which is now wanting, 
owing to the time of thousands of people being taken up in 
managing the existing cumbersome currency.” 

The latest report issued by the Colonial Office on the conditions 
of the colony of the Gold Coast, deals with the year 1896. The 
figures for the Gold Coast given in the table on p. 264, are taken 
from the returns supplied to the Board of Trade by the Government 
of that Colony. 

With regard to Lagos, the ‘Lagos Weekly Record,” early 
in the year, in an article on the trade of the colony for 1897, 
notes the unmistakeable evidence of a diminishing trade irrespective 
of any relation to the particular factors or features to which 
such decrease may be attributable. An examination of the export 
returns affords a clue as to the direction of such decrease. It is to 
be noted that, notwithstanding that the export of rubber in 1897 
shows an excess of 13,3671. above that exported in 1895, yet in 
the aggregate of the total exports of the two years, that of 1897 
shows a decrease of 193,745/. This is due to the great falling off 
which is perceptible in the palm oil and kernels trade and which 
together show a decrease in 1897 of 162,580/., as compared with 
the quantities exported in 1895, while as compared with the 
exports in 1896 the decrease amounts to 114,773/. The returns 
show a steady and increasing decline in the exports of these 
products, for while the decrease in 1896, as compared with 1895, 
was only 47,807/., the decrease had risen in 1897, as compared 
with the previous year, to 114,773/., as already intimated, and 
which implies that there has been a further falling off of the 
trade to the extent of nearly 67,0001. This manifest excessive 
diminution in what must be regarded as the staple commodities 
of the trade is undoubtedly a serious indication, for though 
these commodities come under the classification of jungle products, 
they are not liable to exhaustion as are the rubber and timber 
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industries and hence they form the only reliable commodities 
upon which the trade must depend. The dislocation of the 
labour system in the hinterland is no doubt responsible in a large 
measure for the falling off in the yield of these products, while in 
many instances they have been abandoned for the more remunera- 
tive rubber business. But be the circumstances what they may, 
it is evident that there has been an actual decrease of trade to the 
extent of over £114,000. 

Mr. R. Llewellyn, Administrator of H.M. Government in 
Gambia, in a report on the conditions of that colony for 1897, 
states that it was a most peaceful and prosperous year. 

-The export of the staple product of ground nuts was 20,000 
tons, as against 12,000 in the year 1896, and, as the average value 
of the nuts was better, all the mercantile firms probably enjoyed a 
very prosperous year. 

The export of rubber also improved, and prices in Europe 
advanced considerably ; so, this, too, helped to materially increase 
the general trade of the colony. The total value of the exports 
was 164,000/., and of the imports 140,000J. (exclusive of specie 
transactions). The average for the five previous years 1892-6 
was: exports 142,000/., imports 115,000I. 

The introduction of a cash trade, instead of barter, in the 
Gambia Protectorate, is bearing fruit. It has encouraged the 
people in the protectorate to plant, and it has attracted people 
into the protectorate from elsewhere—-the African beginning to 
recognise that money has its value everywhere, and that he can 
obtain with it what he actually wants in any country. 

Taking now the French possessions on the West Coast the 
following table shows the value of the imports into and exports 
from the various colonies in the years 1896 and 1897 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
1896. 1897. 1896. 1897. 

£ £ & £ 
Senegal... | 1,047,000 | 1,167,000 783,000 | 845,000 
French Guin 185,000 | 240,000*{ 231,000 | 201,000* 
Ivory Coast 186,000 | 188,000 | 176,000 | 189,000 
Dahomey ... ...| 389,000 330,000 364,000 231,000 
French Congo _..... 192,000 190,000 


No figures are available for the French Soudan which would 
represent the real value of the trade done. The report of Captain 
Ballieu, published in the “ Revue Coloniale,” contains figures of 
the trade at some of the Customs Houses in the Soudan (principally 
Kayes and Medine), but these would not give any accurate idea of 
the total volume of trade, which is, however, considerable. 


* Nine months only. + No statistics. 
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To the above may be added the trade of Dahomey and the Ivory 
Coast for the first three months of 1898, published in the French 
colonial papers, and forwarded to the Foreign Office by H.M. 
Ambassador at Paris :— 


First Quarter of 1898. 


Imports. | Exports. | Total Trade. 


ry 
58,560 117,518 


& 
Ivory Coast 58,658 
72,771 156,835 


Dahomey aay 84,064 


Of the 117,518/., representing the total trade of the Ivory Coast 
for the first quarter of 1898, over 76,000/. or nearly two-thirds 
represented British trade, and of the 156,835/, the value of the 
total trade of Dahomey during the same period, 131,705]. was 
chiefly British, and only 25,1291. the value of the trade to and from 
France. 

The value of both the imports into, and the exports from, 
French Guinea show a notable increase, due m the latter case 
principally to the growing importance of the rubber trade. 

The exports of caoutchouc from this colony for nine months of 
1897 were valued at 146,980/., as compared with 110,5601. for a 
similar period of 1896. ‘‘La Politique Coloniale” of the 20th 
August last gives another reason for the continually increasing 
prosperity of French Guinea, stating that much is due to the 
improvements effected at Konakry, which port is gradually 
attracting much of the Sierra Leone trade. The same authority 
states that in two years the road from Konakry to the Niger has 
already been finished beyond Timbo, and will reach the river in 
two years’ time at Farana, a point behind the British colony of 
Sierra Leone, so that eventually the merchandise of Timbuctoo, 
Segu Sikoro, and other important places on the Niger will reach 
Konakry, a French port on the Atlantic, by an easily-traversed and 
all-French route. 

With reference to the development of Senegal, a report of the 
Italian Consul at Rufisque, recently published in the ‘“ Bollettino 
di Notizie Commerciali,” states that the French Government have 
sent a special engineer to report on the question of the anchorage 
and the quays at Dakar. The ‘Chargeurs Réunis” Steamship 
Company are arranging to establish a coaling depdt at Dakar, and 
to call at that port with their vessels; and another French 
company (Aubry) has also obtained permission from the Govern- 
ment to establish a coal depét at the same place. It would appear 
from these facts that Dakar is destined to become one of the most 
important ports on the West Coast of Africa. 

Detailed reports have also been recently published in the colonial 
supplement of the “‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce ” on the indus- 
trial condition and development of the French Soudan, the hinter- 
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land of Senegal and the Ivory Coast, and other French possessions 
on the West Coast of Africa, and reference may also be made to an 
article on “Trading Stations of the West Coast of Africa,” 
founded on information supplied by the Admiralty to the Board 
of Trade, on pp. 37-40 of Vol. xxiv. of the “ Board of ‘I'rade 
Journal” (January, 1898), and to a short account of French 
companies on the West Coast of Africa on p. 427-of the same 
publication for April, 1898. 

The colonial possessions of Germany on the West Coast of Africa 
consist of (1) Togoland, lying between Dahomey and the Gold 
Coast, and (2) the Cameroons to the north of French Congo. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
ara these German possessions for the years 1895, 1896 
an 4 


Imports. , Exports. 
To and from 
1895. 1896. 1897. 1895. 1896. 1897. 
Togoland .--| 117,000 | 94,000 | 99,000 || 152,000 | 83,000 | 39,000 
Cameroons ...| 283,000 | 268,000 * 204,000 | 198,000 
Total ...£|° 400,000 | 362,000} * $56,000 | 281,000 * 


* No figures available for the calendar year. 


The decrease in the yalue of the trade (especially in the case of 
Togoland) is particularly marked. 

Finally, with regard to the trade of the Republic of Liberia, a 
report of the Consul-General and Minister resident of the United 
States for 1896-97, gives the value of the imports of that year at 
105,2571., and the exports at 143,548/., the greater part of the trade 
being with Germany, United Kingdom, and Holland, the last 
named country having now a direct line of steamers to and from 
Liberia. 


Spanish Exrort TarirF DECISION. 


A despatch, dated 3rd September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal Order, to the effect that export 
taxes are not to be imposed on packing cases exported temporarily 
or re-exported, or on furniture and effects for private use, or 
provisions to be consumed on board’ the ship, as they are not 
properly included in the export trade of the country. ' 
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IV._THE RUSSIAN PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 
(With Map.) 


A special report on the petroleum industry has been drawn up by 
Mr. P. Stevens, H.M. Consul at Baku, and forwarded to the Board 
of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

The following article is a summary of the chief points of interest 
in the report. 

The Consul, in an introductory notice, points out that the standard 
unit universally adopted in the Russian oil trade is a weight, viz. : 
the Russian pood of 36 English Ibs., and consequently all figures 
available in Russia concerning the industry are stated in this 
denomination. 

On the other hand, in American statistics, only volume or 
measurement is taken into account. . 

As the weight of a given volume varies according to the specific 
gravity of the substance of which it is composed, which specific 
gravity in the case of petroleum products fluctuates considerably 
according to the changes of temperature, &c., it is a matter of 
impossibility to establish an absolutely correct ratio or to fix an 
exact equivalent between these two factors, viz., weight and 
volume. 

For the purpose of the report, approximate average ratios have 
been adopted as between weight and volume, for the various 
qualities of oil produced. 

The principal parts of the Russian Empire where indications of 
the presence of mineral oil are to be found are the Kuban and 
Ter districts, and the province of Daghestan in the Cis-Caucasus ; 
the governments of Kutais, Tiflis, Elizavetpol, Erivan and Baku 
in the Trans-Caucasus; certain islands in the Caspian Sea; the 
governments of Astrakhan, and (in North Russia) of Archangel ; 
some districts of the Trans-Caspian and Trans-Baikal territories, 
and the Island of Sakhalien. 

In most of these localities, however, the oil fields remain in an 
undeveloped condition, and the work done has been merely 
confined to researches made by officially-appointed mining 
engineers who have simply established the fact of the existence 
of mineral oil, as shown by surface outcrops, and the sinking here 
and there of a few trial borings, without, however, any satisfactory 
or decisive results being obtained. : 

Up to the present date practically the whole industry is con- 
centrated at three ‘different points, viz., Ilski, Grosni, and Baku. 

Ilskii—At this place the conditions under which the oil is 
produced are so disadvantageous, the production is so limited, and 
the oil itself of such inferior quality, being exceedingly heavy and 
chemically combined with water, so that only careful distillation 
will separate it, that although this oil territory has been exploited 
for many years past, no appreciable results have yet been obtained ; 
and it is said that unless a considerable rise takes place in the 
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existing prices of oil, there is no likelihood of its ever becoming « 
very remunerative ‘undertaking. 

The production is from 625,000 to 700,000 barrels of crude per 
annum, and the amount of labour employed is small (250 men), so 
that these oil fields are not likely to figure as an important factor 
in the industry and trade of the country, at any rate for some 
time to come. 

Twenty-five wells are in work, 10 new wells are being 
drilled, 4 new derricks are in course of erection ; and preparations 
are being made for putting up another ; 8 wells are being repaired. 

The production is between 625,000 and 750,000 barrels per 
annum. There are 10 storage tanks at the works at IIski, of a 
combined capacity of about 50,000 barrels. 

The works are situated 5 versts (33 miles) from IIski station on 
the Vladikavkaz railway, which is 80 versts (56 miles) from 
Novorossisk. A narrow-gauge branch line connecting the works 
with Ilski station is used only for the transport of materials, &c., 
whilst the oil is pumped through a pipe-line to Ilski station. 

The Ilski oil fields yield two qualities of crude oil, viz., a light 
oil having a specific gravity of 0-910, and a heavier oil with a 
specific gravity of 0-960. 

The refinery is situated at Novorossisk, and it turns out kerosene, 
benzine and mazut. 

The property is worked by a French company having a capital 
of 2,975,000 frs. (119,0001.) fully paid up. 
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Grosni.—The petroleum-bearing strata of the Grosni oil fields 
consist of slate clay, followed in succession by very thick layers of 
friable sandstone, and to a lesser degree, sand impregnated with 
petroleum and water. This petrosilicious composition is better 
adapted for boring purposes than that met with at Balakhany (one 
of the Baku oil fields), where the impregnated sand is replaced by 
exceedingly cross-grained sandstone which the drill can hardly 

1erce. 
: The Grosni oil fields have as yet been but little explored; it is 
nevertheless certain that they embrace not only the Grosni, but 
also the Ter and Sunjen ranges, as well as the intersecting valleys. 

Careful surveys, which are still wanting, could alone bring to 
light at what depths the petroleum deposits are situated in the 
various parts of these localities, and also the limits at which the 
petroliferous qualities of the soil cease to exist. or the present 
however, it may be stated, with a certain amount of confidence, 
that within the limits of the Grosni range the petroleum deposits 
are nearest to the surface at the summit line of the range, and 
that the more promising petroliferous strata are met with at a 
depth of 140 feet in borings close to the summit line, whereas on 
receding from the summit down the slopes, towards the valleys, 
the depth uniformly and rapidly increases. 

According to a report furnished to the Mining Department by 
the Council of the Congress of Petroleum Producers in Russia, the 
existence of mineral oil at Grosni was first discovered in the year 
1833, and up to the year 1845 the production only amounted to 
5,000 barrels. During the second decade, 1.e., from 1846 to 1855, 
both years inclusive, the production was 6,250 barrels; from 1856 
to 1865, 15,625 barrels; from 1866 to 1875, 25,000 barrels; from 
1876 to 1885, 117,000 barrels; and for the seven years from 1886 
to 1892, 238,000 barrels. During this time, however, no regular 
boring operations had been executed, the exploitation was limited 
to a small plot of land not exceeding one acre and a-half, and the 
oil was obtained exclusively from five hand-dug wells of but very 
limited depth. 

This territory only attracted the serious attention of would-be 
oil procurers after the construction of the branch. line of the 
Vladikavkaz Railway from the station of Beslan through Grosni to 
Petrovsk on the Caspian Sea, and as soon as this branch line was 
completed several enterprising capitalists immediately secured, in 
some cases by lease, and in others by purchase, plots of land, that 
in a few cases were owned by private persons, but in most cases 
were Cossack communal lands, and commenced to drill wells, and 
before the close of the year 1893 obtained two fine wells. The 
first of these produced both by flowing and pumping, while the 
second was the largest ever obtained in the field, having 
undoubtedly produced over 100,000 barrels the first day it spouted, 
and it continued to flow periodically for some years. » 

The petroleum deposits in this locality at that time appeared to 
be practically inexhaustible, and it was confidently expected by 
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those interested that Grosni would in time become a formidable 
rival to Baku in the oil industry and trade of Russia, seeing that 
during the last two months of 1893 the production reached over 
750,000 barrels, in 1894 over 1,125,000 barrels, in 1895 3,500,000, 
in 1896 about the same quantity as in 1895, and during the year 
1897 the production was maintained at the rate of about 12,000 


barrels per diem, say, about 4,380,000 barrels per year. 


It is maintained, however, that the figures do not by a long way 
represent the limit of the possible production of the oil territory in 
the vicinity of Grosni, seeing that many wells remained unworked 
in consequence of the high royalty fixed per poud for the right of 
exploitation. 

Further, the number of wells actually worked was very limited, 
viz., two in 1893, three in 1894, seven in 1895, eight in 1896, and 
twelve in 1897; besides which some of these wells only worked 
for short periods, whilst others were in course of being cleaned 
and deepened. From the foregoing it is evident that the pro- 
duction of the Grosni wells is capable of being very considerably 
increased on the removal of the above-mentioned drawback. 

In the early part of the development of the industry considerable 
difficulty was experienced in transporting the oil from the wells to 
the railway station, a distance of about 8 miles, which, until the 
beginning of 1895, was done by means of carts drawn by oxen, 
each taking a couple of barrels at a time. Early in 1895, however, 
two five-inch pipe-lines from the wells to the railway station were 
completed, and commenced to carry oil. The carrying capacity of 
these two pipe-lines being much more than adequate to deal with 
any quantity then and since produced. Since 1895 two more 
eight-inch pipe-lines have been constructed, so that at the present 
the transportation capacity from wells to railway by pipe-lines is 
probably 60,000 barrels per day. 

The important side of the question, however, in so far as concerns 
foreign trade, does not lie in the problematic increase or decrease 
of the production, which, under present circumstances, is very 
large, but in the fact that the quality of the oil obtainable does 
not, for certain purposes, bear comparison with the oil produced 
by the Baku wells, and in this respect the report above referred 
to states that the quality of the Grosni crude is characterised by 
the presence of from 15 to 20 per cent. of benzine and gasoline, by 
a similar small proportion of kerosene, by insignificant quantities 
of solar and lubricating oils, and by an exceedingly heavy specific 
gravity (from 0°940 to 0°945), and is remarkable for the extreme 
viscosity of its crude residues. Owing to this, when utilised for 
the purpose of manufacturing kerosene, the residuum obtained is 
so thick that it is difficult to pump it through a pipe-line, it burns 
with difficulty in the fuel burners, and in general the normal 
residuum obtained from the Grosni crude after it has been refined 
for kerosene, is, as fuel, considered to be far inferior in quality to 
the Baku residuum. In order to obtain residuum of good quality 
from the Grosni crude, not more than 10 to 15 per cent. of benzine 
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and kerosene should be taken from it; if a greater proportion is 
taken the residuum is too heavy and does not burn sufficiently 
freely to make good fuel. After taking off 10 to 15 per — 
of the volatile properties of the crude, the residues, having 
specific gravity of 0°915 and a flash-point of from 60° to 80° Fo. 
(140° to 176° F.) provide an excellent fuel for liquid fuel bumers, 
which is very little inferior in quality to Baku residues. 

Owing to the Grosni crude containing a larger percentage of 
volatile properties than the Baku crude it deteriorates more 
rapidly than the latter from exposure in open reservoirs, the 
evaporation and consequent loss being from 15 to 20 per cent. 
larger than is the case with the Baku crude under the same 
circumstances. 

The specific gravity of Grosni kerosene is 0°820 with a flash 
point of 37° C. (98°°6 F.), whereas the specific gravity of Baku 
kerosene is 0°825 and the flash-point 28° C. (82°:4 F'.) The Grosni 
kerosene satisfactorily bears the test in so far as the degree of 
purity is concerned, but rapidly undergoes a change in quality 
and acquires a yellow colour; when freshly refined it burns well in 
lamps. 


The small yield of kerosene and the unsatisfactory quality of the, 


residues obtained therefrom lead one to place Grosni crude princi- 
pally in the category of mineral oils adapted for fuel purposes, 
but even in this respect the conditions are less satisfactory than in 
the case of Baku crude. 

One of the essential points in respect to liquid fuel is that it 
should present. no danger in respect to fires, t.e., that it should 
have a.sufficiently high flash-point, in any case not less than 60° 
to 80° ©. (140° to 176° F.). In order to obtain this flash-point 


the raw material must be deprived of its light component parts: 
(benzine and gasoline), but as the proportions of these in the Grosni. 


raw material are yery considerable, this result cannot be obtained 
without heavy loss in volume, If the process of separating the 
benzine from the crude is carried out by storage in open reservoirs 
the loss will amount to from 15 to 20. per cent. as compared with 
the crude product, and will leave a very inferior fuel oil. Should, 
however, the separation of benzine be carried out by the process of 
distillation, in which case from 10 to 15 per cent. of the light com- 
ponent parts would remain in the stills, then the cost of the liquid 
fuel obtained would not only be dependent on the quantity of 
material obtained, but would also depend on the expenses incurred 
for distillation. 

At the close of 1897 there were 12 producing wells at Grosni, 


seven wells lying idle, 24 wells were being drilled, three wells: 


were being deepened, and six new derricks were ready for drilling. 
Several of the original and older wells still continue to produce a 
large quantity of crude; the result of the recent work executed 
cannot, however, be considered satisfactory as compared with the 
so to speak insignificant increase in the production. 

It is stated that the idea of refining Grosni crude has, in conse- 


| 
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quence of its inferior quality, to a great extent been abandoned, and 
that the producers are now paying more attention to disposing of 
it for fuel purposes. In this respect the Vladikavkaz Railway 
Company has gone a long way to come to the assistance of the 
producers by furnishing them with extensive means of transport 
in the shape of tank cars, by erecting reservoirs at the station of 
Grosni, at Novorossisk, and at Petrovsk, and by having the reservoirs 
at the last two mentioned places directly connected by means of a 
pipe-line with the quays and shipping which convey the crude 
from these ports, in the first instance to the Black Sea ports, and 
in the second to Astrakhan. At Astrakhan it is transhipped into 
vessels of lighter draft, which take it on up the River Volga to the 
various manufacturing and consuming centres situated along the 
banks of the above-mentioned river and in Central Russia. 

Under these circumstances it is more than probable that the pro- 
duction of the Grosni oil territory is not likely, at any rate for 
some time to come, to play any important part in so far as concerns 
the supply of refined oils to foreign countries, and unless liquid 
fuel be generally adopted abroad for purposes of making steam, it 
is not probable that the production of the Grosni wells will ever 
come forward as a serious competitor in the mineral oil trade of 
the markets of the world, the trade remaining confined to furnish- 
ing the Russian markets with mineral oil fuel. 

Baku.—The Apscheron peninsula, which forms the extreme 
point of the main Caucasian range, at its eastern limits joins the 
Caspian Sea, by means of which and the River Volga it is in direct 
communication by a cheap water route with a large portion of 
European Russia, as well as with the Trans-Caspian provinces and 
Persia; the Trans-Caucasian Railway places it also within easy 
reach of the central provinces of the Trans-Caucasus and the Black 
Sea, and through this latter channel the resources of the peninsula 
are opened up to the whole of Western Central Russia and foreign 
countries. The whole oil-bearing territory may be subdivided into 
two parts—the central, and the extremity or outside portion, the 
richness of the oil-bearing beds and the depth at which the 
deposits are reached varying considerably in these two parts. The 
first, or central part, comprises an area of 1,485 acres, and occupies 
the centre of the Balakany-Sabounchi-Romany territory; the 
the second, or outside portion, while belting round the former, 
only covers an area of 1,215 acres. The productiveness of any 
particular locality is determined by the thickness of the strata 
which contains light oil of normal (for Baku) specific gravity of 
0°665 to 0°875. Whereas in the central portion these strata do 
not exceed: a thickness of 350 to 420 feet, they attain at the 
extremities or outside portions 1,050 to 1,400 feet. As. regards 
the depths at which the oil-bearing beds are reached, in the 
central portion they crop out to the surface or are so shallowed 
that, when work was first commenced, they were reached at a 
depth of from 70 to 140 feet. In the outside portion, however, 
the contrary is the case, the thickness of the strata overlying the 
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oil-bearing beds varying from 1,400 feet to 1,550 feet, according as 
the periphery of the oil-field is approached. 

The principal means by which the different qualities of oil are 
distinguished is by their specific gravity. Baku oils on an average 
contain less than 5 per cent. of benzine and gasoline, from 30 to 
35 per cent. of kerosene, about 20 per cent. of solar oil, and up to 
20 per cent. of lubricating oils, the remaining 20 per cent. being 
made up of pitch, &c., and the loss sustained during the process of 
refining ; but, in general, the producers of Baku only refine the raw 
material for the purpose of obtaining kerosene, and all that remains 
after taking off the illuminating distillate is sold, without further 
manipulation, under the denomination of residuum (called also 
astatki and mazut), as liquid fuel. The principal products obtained 
from the Baku mineral oils, therefore, are from 25 to 30 per cent. 
of kerosene and from 55 to 60 per cent. of residues, and about 
10 per cent. loss. 

The activity of the Baku refineries and the trade in petroleum 
products are, therefore, entirely regulated by existing commercial 
conditions and the relative market prices of kerosene, crude oil, 
and residuum, so that when the prices of the raw material 
and residuum are lower as compared with the higher price 
for kerosene, the Baku refineries increase the output of the latter 
mentioned article, and when the price of kerosene is low and 
the prices of residuum are high, the manufacturers do not 
pay so much attention to the utilisation of the crude oil for the 
purpose of producing a greater quantity of illuminating oil, but rest 
satisfied with a larger quantity of residuum. This possibility of 
adapting themselves to requirements in the production and trade 
of the principal products gives the manufacturers considerable 
advantages in as far as concerns the qualities of the Baku crude 
oil. At the same time it is worthy of note that the residuums 
obtained from the Baku crude oil, whether after taking only an 
insignificant quantity of illuminating oil, or even only of benzine 
or gasoline, as well as after taking the maximum quantity of 
light and heavy kerosene, are in all cases suitable for fuel purposes. 
In the first instance their flash-point is at 60° to 80° C. (140° to 
176° F.), with a specific gravity below 0-900, and in the second the 
flash-peint is at 140°—150° C. (316° to 366° F.), and the specific 
gravity about 0°915, and both these products, as well as the 
intervening products, present no danger in respect to fires, are 
easily pumped through the pipe-lines, and are used in fuel burners. 
Tn a similar manner, in order to make a good liquid fuel out of the 
Baku oil without’ refining it, as was done formerly, and the 
necessity for which may occur again in the event of an excessive 
production of crude oil and delays in its removal from the wells, 
it is sufficient to allow Baku crude oil to remain a few days in open 
reservoirs for the benzine and gasoline to evaporate. Owing to 
the small quantity of light component parts contained in the 
crude, the loss of bulk is but small (5 to 10 per cent.), and the 
reservoir crude thus obtained, which has a flashpoint of 60° to 80° 
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(140° to 176° F.), is quite as suitable for fuel purposes as the 
Baku petroleum residues. Lastly, as has already been stated, 
Baku crude yields up to 20 per cent. of lubricating oils. 

The first well in the Baku oil territory was drilled in the year 
1871. Within a year the production reached 174,375 barrels; 
the following year the production was 562,500 barrels, and from 
that time forward the production year by year has rapidly increased, 
as the figures given in the following table will show :— 


Return of the actual production of crude oil and shipments of 
petroleum products from Baku during the years 1889 to 1897 
inclusive. 


Produstion Shipments of Petroleum Products. 


of 
Crude Oil. 


Years 
Kerosene. | Residuum. | Crude Oil. | Total. 


Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 
1889 | 25,625,000 | 7,637,500 412,500 | 11,075,000 525,000 | 19,662,500 
1890 | 29,875,000 | 8,412,500 576,000 | 12,137,500 812,500 | 21,937,500 
1891 | 36,000,000 | 9,250,000 | — 637,500 | 12,925,000 | 1,450,000 | 24,262,500 
1892 | 37,250,000 | 9,837,500 700,000 | 14,600,000 | 1,462,500 | 26,000,000 
1893 | 42,125,000 | 10,737,500 725,000 | 17,937,500 1,525,000 | 30,925,000 
1894 | 38,625,000 | 8,900,000 | 800,000 | 24,200,000 | 2,050,000 | 35,950,000 
1895 | 49,500,000 | 10,125,000 | 850,000 | 22,550,000 | 1,887,500 | 36,662,500 
1896 | 50,750,000 | 10,850,000 | . 1,037,500 | 23,200,000 | 3,187,500 | 38,275,000 
1897 | 55,375,000 | 11,287,500 | 1,137,500 | 27,712,500 | 2,962,500 | 43,100,000 
| 


The report also includes tables giving the production of flowing 
wells as distinguished from pumping wells, and from these returns 
it is evident that the production of crude oil from flowing wells, 
during the year 1897, only exceeded the figures of the year which 
immediately preceded it by a few hundred barrels ; that the bulk of 
the increase was obtained from pumping wells, and, that although 
the production of the flowing wells is still very great, it is, 
nevertheless, not a stable production, and on some of the territories 
is evidently on the heavy decrease. 

The great bulk of the raw material is, therefore, obtained from 
pumping wells, the number working in 1897 being 670, which, in 
the opinion of the most competent judges, is the only production 
on which calculations for a certain rate of supply can be made. 
Most of them go on from month to month and from year to year, 
producing at a steady rate, provided they are occasionally deepened ; 
and it is principally from these wells that the great increase in 
production during the past few years has taken place. This 
increase is expected to annually attain still greater proportions, 
unless the oil territories show some more visible sign of exhaustion 
than is the case at the present moment. Naturally, a large 
increase in production, such as that which has taken place during 
the past few years, is, in the main, attributable to the fact that the 
number of wells under exploitation has also remarkably augmented 
in consequence of the increasing demand and better prices paid 
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for the raw material, the stocks of which, however, at the present 
moment are very heavy—in fact, larger than they have ever been 
previously, and it would not be surprising if before long a decline 
in the selling value of crude took place, for it is but natural that 
the manufacturing centres of Russia, which originally consumed 
coal as fuel, and which adapted the furnaces of their factories to 
burn liquid fuel owing to its being more advantageous to them 
than coal at the prices that existed for crude oil two or three years 
ago, should be unable to go on bearing the burden of the 
constantly increasing value of mineral oil, so that, unless prices 
decline, the owners of the factories will have to revert to coal. 

A large proportion of the crude oil produced by the wells in the 
Apscheron peninsula is pumped through pipe-lines to what is 
commonly known as the Black Town, near Baku, where it is 
stored into reservoirs situated at or near the refineries. These 
lake reservoirs are formed by simply throwing up an embankment 
round a plot of land, into which the crude is either pumped or 
allowed to flow. The number of receptacles for storing crude oil 
within the limits of the oil-bearing plots is 861, with a capacity 
of 1,086,087 barrels, the greatest proportion being owned by the 
larger firms. 

The following table gives particulars as to these storage 
receptacles :—- 


Description of At Ol Welle, | At Pipe Lines. Total. 


irs. 

No, | Capacity. || No.} Capacity. | No. | Capacity. 
Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 

Coveredlake reservoirs) 384 140,025 34 140,025 
Uncovered do. do. | 148 721,150 2 29,688 150 750,838 
Covered masonry do. 90 56,550 5 10,112 95 66,662 
Uncovered do. do. 6 21,425 | — _ 6 21,425 
Wooden vats... 17,900 || — 227 17,900 
Iron tanks... ..| 316 70,075 || 33 19,162 349 89,237 


Total: «| 821 | 1,027,125 40 58,962 861 | 1,086,087 


The storage capacity of the reservoirs at. the different refineries 
is estimated to be for 3,171,027 barrels. According to the most 
recent data the number of reservoirs holding the above quantity 
of oil is 1,388 az per following table :— 


Description of Reservoirs. No..| Capacity. 

Barrels, 

Iron tanks ... age 452,409 
Covered masonry reservoirs caf) 62 252,615 
Uncovered do. do. | 132,256 
Covered earth do, “sik... 789,937 
Uncovered do, do. 99° | 1,643,810 


Total’ vee 1,588 | 3,171,027 
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Twenty-three oil pipe-lines of various dimensions connect the oil 
territories in which the wells are situated with the refineries. The 
combined carrying capacity of these 23 pipe-lines is about 
60,000,000 barrels per annum. 

There are also eight pipe-lines which are used for conveying sea 
water from the Caspian to the various factories for steam purposes. 

In 1897 the number of firms engaged in the business of producing 
crude oil was 116. 

On the 1st January, 1898, the number of wells of all descriptions 
on the four different oil fields was as follows, viz.: Balakhany, 517 ; 
Sabounchi, 631; Romany, 171; and Bibi-Eibat, 73. 

In 1897 the total number of firms engaged in manufacturing 
illuminating oils was 63, of which 11 produced about 320,000,000 
gallons out of a total of 455,000,000 gallons, leaving a balance of 
about 135,000,000 gallons to be divided among the other 52. The 
greatest output of any one of these latter was about 10,000,000 
gallons and the smallest 25,000 gallons. 

A few of these firms were engaged in the manufacture of lubri- 
cating oils as well as refining, while a few others that are not 
included in these figures (about half-a-dozen in all) were engaged 
in manufacturing lubricating oils only. 

The quantity of vaseline oil and benzine manufactured is very 
small. All benzine manufactured at Baku is heavier than the 
American. 

According to the latest advices there are just now still fewer 
firms engaged in refining, because, notwithstanding the high price 
of residuum, the low price obtainable for illuminating oil makes 
refining unprofitable when taken in conjunction with the existing 
prices of crude. 


PROJECTED LocaL Railway IN SERVIA. 


A Report, dated 26th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Belgrade, stating that a law 
has been passed during the recent session of the Skupstina 
authorising the Government to construct a short local railway line, 
about 6 kilometres in length. from the new pork factory and stock 
— on the Danube to the Central Railway Station on the River 

ve. 

The Government is empowered to give effect to this law by 
contracting a loan of one million francs (40,000/.) nominal, at a 
guranteed rate of 6 per cent. interest, to be paid off within ten 
years by the operation of a sinking fund. The bonds of this loan 
will be issued at 90 dinars (gold) and redeemed at par. 

The local railway for the construction of which Government aid 
has been invoked is nearly finished, some three-fourths of the 
required million francs having been subscribed last year by various 
Servian banks and financial institutions. 

The pork factory and cattle yards are in such a forward state 
that slaughter and curing operations are expected to begin in 
November, when accommodation will be ready for as many as 
5,000 swine. 
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V.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF DJIBOUTIL. 


The two chief ports of French Somaliland on the Gulf of Aden 
are Obock and Djiboutil. Of these the latter is the most 
important, being that by which merchandise, the little there 
is, is imported into the colony and adjacent districts. It is from 
Djiboutil, also, that the railway to Harrar is being constructed, a 
line which it is hoped will open up an important trade with the 
whole of Ethiopia. 

According to a report in the “Politique Coloniale” 20 kilo- 
metres of the line are laid, and the survey finished up to the 110th 
kilometre. 

A result of the increased activity necessitated by this work has 
given an astonishing impulse to the development of the place. A 
year ago the population numbered 85 Europeans and about 4,000 - 
natives: it may now be reckoned at upwards of 1,400 Europeans 
and 8,000 natives. The port possesses a sheltered anchorage with 
a good depth of water. Commerce will be developed with Harrar, 
the outpost of Ethiopia, and the rest of Menelik’s country by the 
construction of the railway. Coffee, gold, ivory, vanilla, musk, 
skins, &c., are tobe had in abundance. In addition, the proximity 
of Sheik Said on the Arabian coast, and Aden, offers opportunities 
of opening up a trade with Yemen and the richest districts of 
Arabia, while it is expected that vessels will put in for victualling 
and coaling purposes on entering or leaving the Red Sea. 

A lecture was recently delivered in Paris by M. Baduel, agent 
for a French East African company, on the development of 
Djiboutil. M. Baduel, who lives at the place he was describing, 
urged its importance as the only safe anchorage on the Red Sea, 
as an outlet for the trade of that part of the African continent, 
stating that large profits were to be made, especially in skins, 
vanilla, cattle, ivory, &c. 

In the town itself the straw huts of the natives have given place 
to constructions in solid masonry for the accommodation of Euro- 
pean residents, the natives having been relegated to a compound 
outside the town, and a second town is being built on the Serpent 
plateau where the Government official will reside, and which, 
besides, is the site of the terminus of the Harrar railway. Four 
kilometres from Djiboutil, on the Harrar caravan route, is the 
oasis of Ambouli, richly cultivated, with nursery gardens tended 
by the Arabs, in which most of the European vegetables are 
grown. 

“La Politique Coloniale” of more recent date adds that the 
Government of French Somaliland has installed a commandant at 
Tadjourah (on the same side of the gulf as Obock), and that 
Houssa troops have been recruited in Dahomey o1 the West 
— Coast and sent to Djiboutil to increase the colonial native 

ree. 

The “ Journal Officiel” published on the 3lst August iast a 
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decree granting to French Somaliland a more complete adminis- 
trative organisation. The decree states that the difficulties of 
communication between Entotto (Abyssinia) and Djiboutil render 
it necessary that, in addition to the Governor of French Somali- 
land, who also fills the post of Minister of the French Republic at 
the Court of the Emperor Menelik, there should be a regularly- 
appointed Administrator or Agent who, in his turn, will be 
assisted by a functionary fulfilling the duties of General Secretary 
and a Council of Administration, to decide on the decrees and 
regulations in connection with the government of the Protectorate 
and its dependencies, and on all matters connected with tariffs, 
public works, concessions, addition of territories to the Protec- 
torate, &c., subject to the approval of the French Minister for the 
Colonies. 


TRADE OF THE Unitep Kinapom witH Spain, Unirep States, 
Spanish West INDIES, AND PHILIPPINE IsLANDs. 

. The following table, based on returns furnished by the Custom 
House, shows the value of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
Spain, United States, Spanish West Indies, and Philippine Islands 
for the month of August, 1898, as compared with August, 1897 :— 


Exports from the United King- 
Imports into the | dom of British and Irish, and 

Sin > United Kingdom. | Foreign and Colonial Produce 
From and to and Manufactures. 


Ang., 1898.|Ang., 1897.) Aug., 1898. | Aug., 1897. 


£ £ £ 


Spain | 921,960 859,968 223,769 276,657 
nited States... --s | 6,987,945 | 6,690,485 2,155,517 1,468,522 
nish West Indies 9,969 18,581 78,139 


8 ° 
Philippine Islands +. | 243,366 93,345 | - 1,673 30,053 


Propos—eD AMERICAN SaMPLE Room aT HAMBURG. 


A report dated 30th August last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, stating that, though 
no definite steps have as yet been taken, it is the intention of the 
National. Association of Manufacturers in Philadelphia (United 
States of America) to establish, at an early date, sample rooms for 
exhibiting specimens of the industrial productions of the United 
States at Hamburg. It appears that the experience gained on the 
results obtained by this Association from the establishment of 
sample rooms of industrial products of the United States of 
America at Caracas in Venezuela, bas been of such a favourable 
character, that the Association intends now taking a similar step at 
Hamburg; and, if the same should prove successful, also in London, 
and perhaps also in other places. 
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VI—THE UNITED STATES EXPORT TRADE IN 1897-98. 


The summary of the United States trade for the twelve months 
ended 30th June, 1898, issued by the Bureau of Statistics, Washing- 
ton, shows that the total value of the exports of domestic produce 
was 252,144,000/. in 1897-98 as compared with 215,002,000/. in 
1896-97, an increase of 37,142,000/., or over 17°2 per cent. This 
increase is principally made up of larger values in the exports of 
breadstuffs, provisions and manufactured goods. As regards the 
latter, the value of the exports in the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1898, exceeded that of the manufactured goods imported. 

The following table will show the value of the exports of certain 
articles of merchandise (domestic produce) from the United States, 
which show an increased value in 1897-98 as compared with 
1896-97, taking those goods which enter more closely into com- 
petition with British manufactures :— 


Articles, 


Twelve months 
ended 
June 30, 1897. 


Twelve months 
ended 
June 30, 1898. 


Agricultural implements 

and steel manufactures Cncluding pig- 
iron, bar, sheet and hoop iron, &c., 
cutlery, saws and tools, and all kinds ” 
machinery, including steam 

Leather and manufactures thereof . 


£ 
1,091,810 


11,978,721 
3,991,968 


1,585,360 


14,659,901 
4,398,775 


On the other hand, the total manufactures of cotton exported 


from the United States in 1897-98 were valued only at 3,546,6861. 
as compared with 4,382,848]. in 1896-97. 

The exports of some of the principal raw products and of 
provisions, &c., for the last fiscal year show an important increase 
in value as compared with the previous twelve months, as will be 
seen from the following table :— 


Twelve months | Twelve months 
Articles. ended ended 
June 30, 1897. | June 30, 1898. 
& 
Breadstuffs aie 41,220,670 69,561,909 
Coal ive 2,293,467 2,434,114 
Vegetable oils ... e 1,773,254 2,503,972 
Provisions (comprising. meat and 
products) . 23,653,767 | 34,483,217 


But the exports of cotton, unmanufactured, mineral oils, seeds 
of all kinds, and wood, and manufactures thereof, were less in 
value during the last fiscal year than in the corresponding twelve 
months of 1896-97. 

The exports of foreign merchandise were valued at 3,955,4071. in 
1896-97 and at 4,382,886/, in 1897-98. 
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VII.—THE TRAINING OF AUSTRIAN CONSULS. 


An Imperial and Royal decree published in the official organs 
at Vienna and Buda-Pesth on the 26th July last, sanctions a 
scheme for the reorganisation of the Oriental academy of the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy. 

The “ Revue d’Orient,” published at Buda-Pesth, states that the 
academy was established in the last century by the Empress Maria 
Theresa, but its development has not kept pace with the increasing 
needs of the empire. 

Under the direction of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the 
object of the acadeiny has been to educate the functionaries and 
employés who look after the political and commercial interests of 
Austria-Hungary in the East, and not only excellent consuls but 
distinguished diplomatists have been numbered among its pupils. 

In the course of time, however, the organisation of the academy 
became insufficient to supply the constantly increasing demands of 
the consular service, and it was moreover considered expedient to 
enlarge the scope of the curriculum in order that Austria-Hungary 
might appoint, in the various foreign countries, consular agents 
especially trained and fitted for such individual posts. 

A new principle has therefore been adopted in the new organi- 
sation of the hitherto exclusively Oriental academy. Only a part 
of the pupils will be exclusively prepared for Eastern posts— 
Turkish Empire and Asia—and the remainder will be available for 
Western appointments. Economic subjects will also be more 
widely taught, for the Minister of Foreign Affairs is of opinion 
that consular agents—their first duty being to look after the 
commercial interests of the monarchy in foreign countries—should 
be well acquainted with the conditions and needs not only of the 
country which they represent but of that to which they are 
accredited. 

The mission of the consular academy will henceforth, therefore, 
be to educate as large a number as possible of men of an ideal 
modern consular type. 

The ordinary examinations of the academy were held in July 
last, and included nine modern languages, political science, 
Austrian and Hungarian law, and diplomatic and commercial 
subjects. 

Among the examiners was the Attaché to the Chinese Legation 
at Berlin. The Chinese language has only been taught in the 
academy since the beginning of the 1897-98 scholastic year, but 
the pupils were already able to translate from Chines> into 
German and vice versd, and were also examined in Chinese manu- 
script. Of the 26 candidates 20 satisfied the examiners. 
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VIII.—THE RUSSIAN CAST-IRON INDUSTRY IN 1897. 


The United States Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a 
recent report to his Government, states that, according to data 
received from all the Russian foundries in 1897, 2,053,422 tons of 
cast-iron were treated in Russia during last year—i.e., 459,000 
tons more than in 1896. This quantity was divided as follows: 
At the northern foundries 6,264 tons were treated, 162 tons less 
than in 1896; at the Ural foundries, 733,878 tons, 95,652 tons 
more than in 1896; at the Moscow foundries, 186,966 tons, 
38.898 tons more than in 1896 ; at the southern foundries, 831,276 
tons, 129,366 tons more than in 1896; at the Polish foundries, 
251,820 tons, 10,782 tons more than in 1896; in the south- 
western foundries, 3,006 tons, 126 tons more than in 1896; and 
at the Siberian private foundries, 8,892 tons, 1,116 tons more 
than in 1896. 

Compared with 1896, the import of cast-iron has increased in 
1897 by 29,268 tons, and of iron and steel by 23,292 tons; 
whereas the import of iron and steel articles and of machinery 
has decreased, the former by 16,380 tons and the latter by 
13,032 tons. The import of unwrought iron and steel increases 
from year to year, and the import of machinery and apparatus 
decreases. ‘The total import of cast-iron was as follows: Cast- 
iron, 112,644 tons; iron, steel, and manufactures of same, 552,114 
tons, which would represent 828,162 tons of cast-iron, and by 
adding to this the 112,644 tons mentioned before, the total will 
amount to 940,806 tons—i.e., 18,000 tons more than in 1896. 
Consequently Russia required, in 1897, 2,994,228 tons of cast- 
iron in order to supply her home demands. 

The following table shows the quantity of cast-iron produced in 
Russia and the amount consumed during the last five years :— 


Quantity Total 
Year. of iron consumption, of 

produced. cast-iron.* 

Tons. Tons. 
1893 oes ove 1,275,534 1,844,082 
1894 new ove ove eee eve ose 1,442,592 2,297,790 
1895 ose eee 1,587,330 2,453,058 


The production during the four years from 1893 to 1896 
increased about 180,000 tons per annum, and in 1897 it increased 
281,970 tons; whereas the consumption increased very irregularly, 
viz.: In 1894 the increase amounted to 453,000 tons; in 1895, 
155,268 tons; in 1896, 238,662 tons; in 1897, 302,508 tons. 
The increase during the four years was 1,149,438 tons, or 62°7 
per cent. 


* Including cast-iron, iron, steel, and articles of same imported from abroad. 
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IX.—FOREIGN TRADE OF FRANCE. 


The total value of the Foreign Trade of France for the first 
seven months (lst January to 3lst July) of 1898 amounted to 
186,985,0801. as compared with 173,571,2001. for a similar period 
of 1897, the values of the imports and exports being shown 
separately in the following table :— 


Trade of France from 1st January to 31st July, 1898, inclusive. 


1897 1898 

Total ... 173,571,200 186,985,080 


The increase of nearly 13} millions sterling in the value of the 
total trade should not, perhaps, be taken as an indication of the 
increasing commercial prosperity of the nation, since it may be said 
to arise almost entirely from the necessity of importing sufficient 
cereals to provide for home consumption till after the harvests. 
The increase in the imports from the United States for the first 
seven months of 1898 amounts in value to over 10 millions, and 
from Russia .to nearly 34 millions sterling. 

Exports of manufactured articles from France continue to show 
large decreases, especially to the United Kingdom (decrease 
of 2,979,0001.), to the United States (2,417,000/.), and to Spain 
(414,000/.) 

The total movement of shipping entered and cleared, with 
cargoes only, for the first seven months of 1898 was represented by 
27,047 vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 15,536,205 tons, showing 
an increase of 769 vessels and 1,424,245 tons as compared with a 
similar period of 1897. With regard to the shipping at the ports 
of French colonies and countries under French protection for the 
two periods compared, the figures were as follows:— 


Jan.—July, Jan,—July, 
1897. 1898. 
Tons. Tons. 
French vessels... cam ... 2,011,797 1,948,070 


Foreign vessels eee ‘se 107,104 143,448 


In these Colonial figures, as in previous months, the tendency is 
towards a decrease in French and an increase in Foreign shippinz. 
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X._ENCOURAGEMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISH- 
_ MENTS IN SERVIA. 


A report dated 4th August last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Legation at Belgrade stating that, amongst the 
various legislative measures submitted by the Government to the 
present Skupshtina, and sanctioned by that body, is a law 
empowering the Minister of Commerce to grant concessions for 
the encouragement of industrial establishments in Servia. « 

Manufactories in private hands, or worked by companies, dealing 
with material that is of economical importance to Servia, as well 
as mining enterprises, may be exempted by the Government from 
the payment of all Customs and accessory taxes on machinery and 
other necessary articles imported for their construction or use, and 
from export dues on articles manufactured or produced by them. 
Exemption may moreover be granted from imposts and taxes of 
every description, and rights accorded for felling timber, quarrying 
stone and other minerals, with the use of water power where 
available, and all facilities for bridge-building and road-making, 
and for the acquisition of necessary land. 

The Government may supply coal to domestic manufactories 
from the State mines at cost price, and make free gifts to them of 
State land up to the extent of one hectare (2°47 acres). 

' Material required for, or articles, the produce of native manu- 
factories may be carried by the Servian State railways at a 
reduction of 25 per cent. on the ordinary tariff. 

’ All contracts for the supply of the State (with the exception of 
military contracts, for which there exists a special law), the 
departments, districts, or communes, will be given to home 
manufactories at rates 10 per cent. higher than the average price, 
including cost of transport and Customs dues, at which the 
required article may be obtained at the time from London, Paris, 
Berlin, or Vienna. 

' In order to obtain the foregoing privileges, manufacturers must 
pledge themselves :—. 

(a) To invest 50,000 dinars (dinar = 93d.) in their business 

and employ at least 50 workmen. . 

(b) To introduce the most modern methods of nianufacture. 

(c) That after five years, at least one-half of their workmen 
will be Servian subjects. 

(d) lo train young Servian workmen. 

(¢) To institute a workmen’s fund for insuring their 
workmen and the latter’s families against illness, 
death, or accident. ‘To this fund the workmen will 
contribute two-thirds, and the employer one-third, 

until it is sufficient for its purpose. 

‘ Concessions under this law will be valid for terms of ten years, 
save in cases where a capital of one million dinars is engaged, and 
the business is of particular importance in the country, when the 
period may be extended to twenty years. Concessions once ex- 
pired cannot be renewed. 

The concessionnaire is bound to commence work within a year of 
the day on which the Royal ukase granting the concession is issued. 
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XI.—OPENING OF NEW TRADING PORTS IN COREA. 


A despatch, dated 2nd June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Séul, reporting that the 
Corean Government have decided to open to foreign trade the ports 
of Song Chin, Kunsan, and Masanpo, and to constitute a trading 
mart in the city of Ping-yang. 

Ping-yang is the city of which Chinnampo forms the treaty port, 
and when the latter was opened to foreign commerce on the 
1st October last, it was pointed out to the Corean Government that 
its value as a trading centre would be greatly impaired so long as 
the city, which is 40 miles further up the river, and is the base of 
supply for the port, remained closed to foreign residence. The 

‘Government have now recognised the reasonableness of this con- 
tention, and the opening of the city, which has a population of 
about 40,000, and has the reputation of being a place of much 
commercial activity, will materially contribute to the development 
of Chinnampo, and place all this portion of Corea in direct contact 
with sources of supply and demand. 

Of the three new treaty ports, Kunsan seems to be the one which 
is likely to add most to the volume of Corea’s existing trade. 
Situated in latitude 36° and longitude 126° 43’, it lies a little 
more than half-way between Chemulpo and Mokpo, near the 
mouth of a river which drains a rich rice-growing section of the 
country. This river is navigable for “sy. junks as far as Kan 
Genni, a town with a population of about 10,000 inhabitants, 
30 miles distant from Kunsan, while smaller craft can ascend as 
far as Kung-ju, some 30 miles further up, and the capital of the 
adjacent province. 

Another river which enters the sea a little below Kunsan runs 
within a distance of a few miles from Chon-ju, the capital of the 
province of Northern Chulla, with an estimated population of 
25,000. 

At all these places there are small colonies of American and 
British missionaries, and at several of them Chinese and Japanese 
are already established in trade. Kunsan itself labours under the 
disadvantage of an indifferent harbour, and is at present a mere 
village composed of sixty or seventy houses. So, however, was 
Mokpo when it was opened six months ago, and now it has a 
population of some 600 Japanese, and the land in the foreign 
settlement is being rapidly bought up. 

Masanpo, which lies about 40 miles west of Fusan, is a magni- 
ficent land-locked harbour, and may very possibly displace Fusan 
as a trading centre, unless the large vested interests of the 
Japanese at the latter place and the associations of three centuries 
prove too strong to be easily transplanted. 

The British treaty of 1883 with Corea contemplated the 
selection of another port to take the place of Fusan, which labours 
under many natural drawbacks, and, if a change is necessary, no 
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better substitute could be found than Masanpo, as may be seen 
from a glance at the Admiralty chart No. 1,065. That Masanpo 
will attract sufficient trade to itself to make it a place of com- 
mercial importance without injuring Fusan seems scarcely 
probable, though the Corean Government evidently believe that 
there is room for its separate existence as a treaty port, and the 
fact that it has a population of about 10,000 may be held to favour 
that view. 

Songchin, which is situated approximately in latitude 40° 40”, 
longitude 129° 20’, is in the extreme northern province which 
adjoins Russian territory and forms the port of the town of Kilchu. 
The Corean Government steamers have made it a port of call for 
some time past, and a considerable trade in cattle and piece goods 
is said to be carried on between it and Vladivostock. 

All these places will be opened under regulations to be modelled 
upon those in force at the ports already opened to foreign trade, 
and the date for their opening, although not yet fixed, will 
probably, it is reported, be the 1st October next. 
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XII.—THE COTTON INDUSTRY OF THE FAR EAST. 


Probably of all the industrial developments which are taking 
place in Japan and China, the one which is likely to have the most 
direct results on the manufactures of India and of Britain, accord- 
ing to the “Indian and Eastern Engineer,” is that connected with 
the cotton industry. 

The article in the above journal goes on to say that, in 
order to understand the nature of the evolution which has been 
going on in Japan for some years past, it must be remembered 
that spinning and weaving were the most important native 
industries. The returns for 1895 show that there were over 
one million weavers. Women spend all their spare time in 
spinning or weaving, and it is no exaggeration to say that, in 
nearly every house in rural Japan, the spinning-wheel and loom 
were kept going from morning till night. The introduction of 
steam and water-power is having the same effects in Japan as it 
had in Britain and India, and the domestic industries are being 
crushed out before the increasing factories, which, however, find a 
large supply of workers who are very deft in the manipulation of 
cotton, and who soon become skilled workers of machines. 

The first cotton-spinning and cotton-weaving factory in Japan, 
in which steam-power was employed, was that started at Kagoshima 
in 1865-67 by Prince Shimadzu, who was then Daimio of the 
province. The machinery, which was imported from England, 
consisted of 6,000 spindles, and the object was to give employ- 
ment to the retainers of the clan. Some years later another 
factory was opened by Prince Shimadzu in Sakai, Izuni province. 
About 1880 a great impetus was given to the erection of cotton 
factories, and for some years past the progress has been very rapid, 
with the result that home-spun yarn is now almost unknown in 
the Japanese market at the present time. Not only is the home 
demand met tq a considerable extent, but in certain departments | 
the Japanese factories now compete with the goods imported into 
the Far East from Europe and America. 

The hope is expressed in Japan that cotton yarn will become 
one of its most important products in the markets of the East in 
the future. Not long ago, at a meeting of the Oriental Society of 
Tokyo, the Vice-Minister of Agriculture of Japan, after giving 
statistics showing recent progress, expressed the opinion that, in 
the near future, Japan would be able to wrest the bulk of the yarn 
trade of China from India and England, and sufficient progress has 
already been made to justify the position of affairs in Japan being 
carefully studied by British and Indian manufacturers. 

Statistics which haye been recently published prove that the 
consumption of yarn per head of the population is graduall 
increasing. In 1896 it had reached 4lbs. per head, and at that 
time it was thought that hand-spinning had almost died out. 
It is estimated that 600,000 spindles will satisfy the home demand, 
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and there are now over 1,000,000 spindles in Japan, so .that a 
foreign market will have to be found for the output of over 
400,000 spindles, which at the present average should yield over 
350,000 bales of low count yarns, an amount which is not far from 
the total amount of all that is annually imported by China from all 
countries. 

Some of the earlier milis paid very high dividends, some as 
much as 40 per cent., while 20 per cent. was not by any means 
uncommon. <A good many paid less, but this, in many cases, was 
due to bad management, or other preventable causes. These high 
returns naturally attracted more and more capital, with the 
inevitable result that competition became keener and_ profits 
decreased. From the returns which have been published for the 
last half-year, it is evident that the period was a critical one for 
not a few spinning companies, and upon the whole, a trying one 
for all engaged in the industry. All the spindles which have been 
erected have not been in operation, the number on the average 
being 781,619, against the average number of 592,425 during the 
corresponding half of the previous year. The cost of production 
increased in all its items, while the increasing competition kept 
the prices low. In twelve mills, the profit cleared per spindle 
ranged from 2-077 to 4°378 yen (1 yen = about 2s.), but in others, 
no profit was declared at all. However, taken as a whole, the 
profit declared was 8°8 per cent. per annum, as against 14°3 per 
cent. declared for the previous half-year. The price of coal rose 
by 75 per cent., the wages of male and female operatives by 
16 and 18 per cent. respectively, and the price of raw cotton by 
7 per cent. Against all these items, the rise of the yarn market 
did not exceed 1 per cent., and the conditions were further compli- 
cated by very serious labour troubles. 

The Japanese, in short, are face to face with many of the 
industrial and economic troubles with which the West is too well 
acquainted. The capitalists are federating into guilds for the 
protection of their interests, and sometimes they have been so 
exacting and tyrannical that they have raised public opinion 

against them, for, as a rule, the operatives are not well organised. 
Still, with the i increasing scarcity of skilled labour, they have been 
able to exercise sufficient pressure to cause a large rise of wages 
in almost every department. In the Osaka spinning mills, for 
instance, during the last three years, wages have risen 50 per 
cent. The majority of the Japanese still love the freedom of a 
country life much more than the restrictions and unhealthy con- 
ditions of a factory, and it is difficult to tempt the women to 
become factory hands, Of those who do, a huge proportion leave 
after a short time, and thus the mills seem to be always engaged 
in training raw hands, which must tell strongly against the pro- 
duction of first-class work. In order to tempt girls to remain 
various methods have been devised, such as a system of deferred 
pay ; a bonus after a service of so many years; savings banks in 
the mills giving a high rate of interest; but the want of hands 
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continues to be a general complaint, and this can but result in a 
still higher rate of wages. 

Another factor which before long will affect the cost of cotton- 
spinning in Japan is the factory legislation, which is certain to 
follow the demand which is everywhere arising for some control 
over the conditions of the workers in the factories. Under the old 
végime, although the hours of the Japanese workers were long, 
they took things very easily and they enjoyed life. Now, however, 
that industrial efforts are beginning to be centred in great factories 
in the midst of crowded cities, where the workers can no longer 
rest or work at will, but must keep pace with the untiring 
machinery, it has become evident to the most earnest thinkers of 
the country that some restriction must be put on the employment 
of women and very young children. Whatever form the future 
factory laws may take, they must have the effect of limiting the 
available supply of cheap labour, and of raising the rate of wages, 
quite independently of the general tendency in that direction, 
which is such a noticeable feature in Japan’s social evolution. 

In 1890 the amount of raw cotton yarn imported into Japan 
was 34,779,000 Ibs.; in 1896 it was 223,824,000, which gives a 
good idea of the development of the spinning industry. In the 
~ first of these years the output of Japanese yarn was 42,000,000 lbs., 
and in the last 180,000,000 Ibs. The amount of Bombay yarn 
imported in 1890 was 18,630,000 Ibs., and in 1896 it was only 
1,200,000 lbs. The amount of English yarn imported, bowever, 
has not decreased, although it is now largely in the finer counts. 
In 1896 the Japanese exported, chiefly to China, 17,300,000 lbs. 
of yarn.- Bombay, it is clear, has lost an important market, but 
on the other hand, India is supplying Japan with the bulk of the 
raw cotton she consumes. Last year, of the total amount imported 
into Japan, India supplied 62 per cent. ; China 26 per cent.; and 
the United States 11 per cent.; but there seems, at present, no 
prospect of the demand for fine English yarns decreasing. 

It is still too early to say much regarding the position and 
prospects of the cotton industry in China, but as three of the 
foreign-owned cotton mills in Shanghai, which commenced work- 
ing in 1897, have recently published their first reports and balance 
sheets, it will be interesting to note a few points in them. The 
average cost of a 40,000 spindle-mill may be set down at about a 
million and a quarter taels (say £160,000). None of the establish- 
ments, whose reports have been published, have yet attained their 
maximum capacity, the best result shown being 34,000 spindles 
working night and day for eleven weeks; but notwithstanding 
this fact, dividends, varying between 34 and 7 per cent., have been 
declared. Moreover, this result has been obtained with labour 
that is practically unskilled, very few trained hands being obtain- 
able at the outset. Three women are required to do the work at a 
frame which in England would be superintended by one operative ; 
but as the managers report that the quality of labour is steadily 
improving, and the supply thereof is unlimited, this factor is likely 
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to disappear in time. Under present conditions, if we take the 
total wages of three women per day of eleven hours at 90 cents 
(about 1s. 9d.) and allow the output per frame to be 25 per cent. 
less than that obtained in Lancashire, the conditions of manufac- 
ture are still considerably in favour of the local mills. The yarn 
produced by the Shanghai mills is found to be superior both in 
colour and in quality to that of Bombay and of Osaka, selling at 
three to five taels higher than either of these per bale of 400 lbs. 
The present price of local yarn varies between 70 and 78 taels per 
bale according to count. 

It is quite evident, however, that the foreign capitalist is not 
going to have it all his own way, as the Chinese are now eagerly 
investing their money in cotton mills. When discussing the 
prospects of Japan-made cotton yarn capturing the China market, 
Mr. Brenan, H.M. Consul at Canton, arrives at the conclusion that 
it is more probable that, while Osaka and Bombay are competing 
for the prize, the Chinese operative will arise and seize it for 
himself. Whatever may be thought of the future action of the 
Chinese operative, it is quite evident that the Chinese capitalist is 
awaking to the importance of industrial undertakings as means of 
making money. A month or two ago, the “ North China Herald ” 
published a list of the cotton-spinning mills in Central China, 
which were chiefly owned by Chinese, and it showed that 378,052 
spindles were running and 525,252 projected in these establish- 
ments which, considering the short time since they were started, is 
very considerable progress. 

It is still too early to say much regarding the effects of the 
development of the cotton industry in the Far East—so much 
depends on the economic and industrial conditions ; and as these 
are changing very rapidly, opinions on the subject are likely to 
vary according to the point of view from which it is looked at. 
Meantime, all that can be done is to observe carefully the 
conditions which are being evolved in the Far East, and gradually 
it will be possible to form conclusions as to the effects which they 
are likely to have on British manufacturing industry. __ 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply—(1) Steel spiral springs; (2) Steel rails, 30 Ibs. per 
yard ; (8) Steel fish-plates for ditto. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by Two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 20th September, 1898, after which time no tender 
will be received. 
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XIII.—THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF PERSIA. 


According to an article in the “‘ New York Engineering and 
Mining Journal,” the mineral resources of Persia are but little 
developed, notwithstanding the ancient civilisation of the country ; 
gold mines are known in a number of places, but either their 
remoteness or the low grade of the ore militates against their 
exploitation at present. In the fourteenth century gold washing 
was carried on at the northern edge of the great salt desert, 
south of Damghan, along the Kuh-i-zar (mountain of gold). The 
gravel washed there assayed 2 to 3 gms. per metric ton. 
» The Bulmus-Bash Mountains, situated to the north of Kavend 
(28 km. west of Zend) show gravels containing 0°3 to 0-4 grm. 

old per ton. About 1 km. from Kavend there is a limonite mine 
in limestone, together with quartz veins containing hematite and 
assaying 0-311 grm. gold per ton. Some springs at this point are 
depositing iron oxide, which, upon assay, showed a maximum of 
0525 grms. gold per ton. In the mountains at Turkobeh 
(Turkoveh), west of Meshed, old gold mines opened on quartz 
veins in mica slate are reported. Gold-bearing quartz veins are 
also noticed 2 or 3 km. west-south-west from Meshed, as well as 
west of Meshed, near Turkobeh. In the same vicinity, at Fahr 
Daud, near Bozmishk, there are old copper mines, filled with 
water ; the alluvial sand near them assays, if the samples are to be 
believed, 11 grms. gold per ton. 

Silver mines are noted between Tasanand Zahadan, in Southern 
Persia, in the- vicinity of Dastah, in the Kuh-i-nugre, but the 
kind of ore is unknown. The mines in the Sahend Range, in the 
vicinity of Tabris, bear stephanite, pyragrite and tetrahedite. In 
the Zendjan district a silver mine is developed 1 km. north-west 
of Murassu (38 km. west south-west of Zendjan), in the Turbet 
Mountains. The vein, which is in granite, contains quartz and 
pyrite, the ore assaying 46 grms. silver per ton. On the Arghun 
Mountain, near the headwaters of the Anghuran river, about 
15 km. east-north-east of Tahkt-i-Soleiman, there is a silver-lead 
mine, and another further north-west, named the Uriard mine. 
The veins, which traverse mica-slate breccia, are 1°5 to 1.20 cm. 
thick, and carry much cerussite with white calcite and red fluorite. 
They are developed by 7 shafts about 100 m. deep, sunk through 
old workings, which are dangerous to the miners, caves-in being 
frequent. Out of the 110 persons employed in them 2°5 per cent. 
are killed annually. The mine pays an annual tribute of about 
400 francs to the Government, and produces about 15 tons of 
argentiferous lead, yielding by cupellation 346 grms. silver per ton. 
In melting the ore, 5 parts assaying 50 per cent. lead are reduced 
with one part of charcoal. North of these mines, in the same 
valley, there are veins of fluorspar in mica slate, but the use of 
fluorspar as a flux is not known. A very ancient silver-lead 
mine is reported at Afshar, on a tributary of the Saruk river, 
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18 km. from 'Tahkt-i-Soleiman, which is developed by’ 7 shafts 
sunk to the depth of 40 m. and the argentiferous lead obtained is 
said to yield 676 grms. ag. per ton. Silver mines are also reported 
near Djiruft about 50 km. south-east of Kerman and in the Basru 
Mountains, between Ghavashir and Tars, and near Rey. 

Quicksilver ore is supposed to occur in the basalts, near Sandjiek, 
Kiz Kapan, Karakeia, three villages i in the Afshar mining district 
previously alluded to, which is noteworthy since cinnabar has also 
been detected in the auriferous gravel at Zarashuran. 

Copper ores are very common in Persia and copper was exported 
in former times, but since most of the mines are now abandoned, 
it is difficult to determine which of them might be workable. The 
Sahend Range, near Tabris, bears deposits of caprite, bornite and 
other ores. 

Tin ores are supposed to occur in the Asterabad district in 
North-eastern Persia and in the Tabris district in North-western 
Persia. Ancient writers mention tin in the vicinity of Dragan in 
Ariania. 

Antimonite exists in Persia, though its localities are unknown 
to European mineralogists. It is sold at Teheran under the name 
surmeh for blackening the eyebrows, for which purpose it is used 
by all Mohammedan peoples. Many mountains, designated Kuh-i- 
Surmeh, indicate deposits of this ore. Not far from the Afshar 
lead mine there are stringers of antimonite, 4 to 5 cm. thick, in 
limestone, but it is not known if the deposit is workable. 

Realgar is mined in the Tahkt-i-Soleiman Mountains, in the 
Aserbeishan district, 14°5 km. from the northern fork of the Saruk 
River. The country rock is slate, penetrated by melaphyres and 
basalts. ‘The realgar occurs in veins 0°33 to 0°50 m. wide at the 
contact of melaphyre and slate. The mines are worked under 
lease from the Government for a royalty of 7:5 tons of first grade 
realgar per annum, This grade of mineral sells at Hamadan at 
330 francs per ton. The second grade brings 170 francs, and the 
third 100 frances. The mines employ 8 men, who work seven 
months of the year, the region being inaccessible in the winter. 

Five hours north of this mine, near the village of Goramis, there 
is another occurrence of realgar, accompanied by orpiment, in thin 
veins. Occurrences are also noted in the vicinity of Kazvin, and 
near the Afshar lead mine. 

Sulphur is found in Persia at numerous points. It is obtained 
from the crater of the old volcano Demavend, east of Teheran. 
South-east from Tash, in the Alberus Range, there are marls 
impregnated with sulphate of alaminum and sulphur. There is a 
sulphur producing region in North-western Persia, between 
ee and the Asmari hills. The product is sold at 

izful 

Sulphur occurs in a soft, earthy rock on an ancient mud voloano 
near Zendan, in the Aserbeidshan district. This deposit is worked, 
the product being sold in the city of Zendjan. A few kilometers 
west of the realgar mine, in the Tahkt-i-Soleiman Mountains, there 
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is a sulphur mine which employs about 60 men in summer. 
Sulphur also exists 8 km. from Coramis, in the Kourdish Mountains. 

The distribution of iron ores is very extensive. Argillaceous 
limonite accompanies the Liassic coal seams and clays. The 
Liassic sandstones are rich in imbedded spherosiderite as in the 
forest region of the Heras River, where ore was dug, and smelted 
before the cheaper Russian iron came into the market. Similar 
deposits are found also in the Chilan Range. 

Thick veins of limonite and hematite in quartz are found near 
Kasvin and Takht-i-Soleiman in Aberseidshan. At Kara there 
are ores running about 60 per cent. iron. On the river Angerd 
there are deposits of limonite and hematite ores. In the district 
of Teridan, on the north-east slope of the Zerdi-Ruh Mountains, 
hematite and martite ores running up to 55°59 per cent. iron are 
found in beds between micaceous limestone and limestone. Some 
mining was done there and a blast furnace was started by some 
Scotch operators. The enterprise did not succeed, and was 
abandoned. Extensive deposits of hematite ores are known in the 
Kahrud Mountains. Iron ores are also found in the dioritic rocks 
of some of the islands in the Persian Gulf. 

Manganese ores are worked in a small way near Kirman. The 
only use made of this ore in Persia is to colour glass. 

Cobalt ore occurs near Yamsar, in the district of Kashan. They 
have been worked in a small way for many years, the cobalt oxide 
being used for colouring pottery. Cobalt and nickel have been 
found in the Shemriam Mountains, near Imam-radeh-David, and 
in the Sahend Mountains, near Tabiz. 

Turquoise is the principal gem found in the country, and has 
been mined from an early date. Ancient mines are found near 
Maiden—the ancient Pashan. The mines have been worked for a 
very long time—perhaps even thonsands of years—and still yield 
good stones. They are on the southern slope of the Alberus range, 
in the province of Khorassan, and on the border of the Persian 
salt desert. The ridge where the gems are found is a decomposed 
porphyritic trachyte, tinged below the surface with iron oxide, and 
covered with strata of limestone and tuffs. In the trachyte are 
found disseminated short veins, composed of limonite, with 
occasional pockets of turquoise. At these mines there were 
recently no less than 266 pits, many of them abandoned. The 
deepest is 42 metres. The pits are not timbered and the methods 
of mining are primitive. The mines belong to the Government, 
and the right to work them is leased only for a limited time; a 
system which prevents any permanent improvements. The gems 
obtained are sent chiefly to Teheran and to Russia; the yearly 
output is valued at about £8,000. A few stones are found in the 
alluvial deposits at the foot of the mountains. Only the blue 
stones are valued, those of greenish tint being rejected. 

There are also old mines at Kerman and Kavik; also at Mashiz, 
on the slope of the Cheheltan Mountains. There the gems are 
found in fissure veins, and the same is the case at T'abaz in 
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Khorassan. Recent discoveries have been made near Yezd and 
at Seistan. At the mines of Bar-i-Maden most of the stones are 
now obtained by working over the old dumps. It is said that the 
gems obtained from fissure veins do not change colour like those 
found in the soft decomposed rock. 

In Persia the commoner and more useful minerals are found in 
many places, but have been little developed or used. Limestone 
is found in many places, and there are beds of it which will take 
a polish and finish like marble. True marble is also found. Other 
building stones are abundant, and roofing slate is found in 
Masanderam, 

Kaolin is found at Kerman-shah. Mineral paint is dug near 
Ispahan. Fuller’s earth is found at Kum, and pottery clay in 
several places. A peculiar whitish clay, found near Kum also, is 
eaten by the people. This is a singular custom, and is not 
unknown in some parts of Europe and the United States. 

Coal is found in the Alberus range, running southward from 
the Caspian Sea. It is also found in tie country drained by the 
Shahrud River and along the Kevetch River. There are many 
outcrops in the districts mentioned, and coal taken from them has 
proved to be of very good quality. Brown coal, or lignite, is found 
near Tabriz, outcropping in a seam 1°50 metres wide. 

Petroleum is found in the Tertiary deposits on the south-west 
border of the Persian highlands. It is apparently abundant in the 
section bordering on the Persian Gulf, Along the Gulf shore 
there are oil springs which were known at a very early date, and 
were described by Strabo in the second century. Oil springs are 
also found in the Bakhari Range in Southern Persia, near the 
Dalakhi River, on the road from Abushir to Shiraz. In the Darab 
Mountains there are springs where the crude oil has oozed out and 
gradually solidified into a sort of asphalt, or asphaltic bitumen. 
A deposit of asphalt is found at Zendjari. 

Salt occurs very abundantly in Persia, both as rock salt and in 
saline lakes. The rock salts are found imbedded in the Tertiary 
Miocene series. Rock salt is mined extensively at Sherifabad, on 
the slope of the Nishapur Range. In Southern Persia salt is 
mined at several points. It is found on several islands in the 
Persian Gulf. Over a large part of the country are found salt or 
bitter lakes. The largest and best known of these is the Urumiah 
Lake, in Azabiran, which contains brine of extraordinary strength. 
The lake is 8 metres deep in places, but will not average over 4 
metres. The shallow lake dries out partially in the summer leaving 
its bed crested with white salt. The Bakhtegan Lake, in Taristan, 
is also large, and there are many smaller ones. 

Borax is produced in many places, and is found most abundantly 
on the border of the Sivdjan salt desert. 

Alum is found at Zadican and several neighbouring places. 
There is a yearly production of 550 to 600 metric tons. The value 
ranges from 50 to 235 francs a ton, according to the purity of the 
salt. In the Sia-ruh salt desert, north of Teheran, alunite rock is 
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mined. At Ravir, in Eastern Persia, alum is made, and an old 
chemical process, long-forgotten in Europe, is still in use. In this, 
50 parts of alum are treated with 50 parts of neg. St by distillation, 
yielding 12} parts of nitric acid. 

Saltpetre is found in some places as an effervescence on the 
surface of the ground, and at other points in caves. The country 
near Teheran abounds with ancient burial mounds from which 
saltpetre is obtained by lixiviation. The quantity produced cannot 
be ascertained. 

Persia has large mineral resources, which might be developed 
under better government, but the present production is very small. 


ForEIGN TRADE OF ARGENTINA.” 


According to returns received at the Board of ‘l'rade from the 
Direction-General of Statistics at Buenos Ayres, the value of the 
imports into Argentina (exclusive of bullion specie) for the first six 
months of 1898, amounted to 49,553,375 dollars (gold), showing 
a decrease of 150, 404 dollars as compared with the first six months 
of 1897. 

The. exports from Argentina for a similar period of 1898, 
exclusive of bullion and specie, were valued at 81,632,825 dollars 
(gold), an increase of 17,594,290 dollars as compared with 
the corresponding six months of 1897. 

The imports of bullion and specie increased in value 1,162,855 
dollars, and the exports decreased 1,075,240 dollars, for the two 
periods referred to. 
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XIV.—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


The following preliminary statement for 1898 of the Agricul- 
tural Returns of Great Britain, compiled from returns collected on 
the 4th June last, has been issued by the Board of Agriculture. 
The figures for 1897 and the increase or decrease in 1898 are also 
added for the sake of comparison. 


CROPS AND LIVE STOCK. 1898, 1897, Increase. Decrease. 


Per Per 
Acres, Acres. Acres. | Cent.}| Acres. | Cent. 


Wheat ... 2,102,220 | 1,889,161 || 213,059 | 11:3]... iis 
Barley 1,908,652 | 2,035,790 ||... we 132,138 | 6-5 


Oats ose +++] 2,917,770+| 3,036,056 ons | 118,286) 
Potatoes... 524,591 504,914 || 19,677 | 3°9 oa 
Hay from clover and rota- 

tion grasses... 2,381,551 | 2,285,965 || 95,586 | 4:2 ne bee 
Hay from permanent pas- 


.| 4,536,425 | 4,509,785 |) 26,640] 0-6 
Hops... 49,785 | 50,868 |]... 


No. No. No. Cent.| No. | Cent. 
Cows and heifers in milk 


or in calf 2,587,190 | 2,582,379 || 54,811 2°2 ae 
Other cattle 
Two years and above ...| 1,381,595 | 1,828,230 || 58,365 4-4 
One year and under two} 1,345,844 | 1,360,741 see esd 
Under one year... 1,307,735 | 1,284,147 || 23,588 1:8 


Total of cattle ...| 6,622,364 | 6,500,497 121,867 | 19] ... 


Ewes kept for breeding. ...|10,137,932 |10,006,697 || 131,235 1:3 ode 
Other sheep :— 
One year and above ...| 6,203,858 | 6,219,001 
Under one year... «+.{10,401,404 |10,114,742 || 286,662 | 2°8 


Total of sheep ...|26,743,194 |26,340,440 || 402,754 15 


Sows kept for breeding ...]. 862,200 | 334,244 || 27,956 8-4 
Other pigs... ... 2,089,895 | 2,008,058 || 81,887| 41] ... 


Total of pigs _...| 2,451,595 | 2,342,302 || 109,298 | 4:7] ... 


L. 


— q 
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XV.—THE TREATMENT OF THE “ IMPROVEMENT 
TRADE” IN THE GERMAN OFFICIAL RETURNS. 


{Translated from ‘“ Vierteljahrshefte zur Statistik des Deutschen Reichs Zweites 
Heft, 1898.”] 


Up to the close of the year 1896 the only branches of the 
so-called ‘improvement trade” which were included in the special 
trade of the German “Zollgebiet’” (Customs Union) were the milling 
industry, with grain and oil seeds, and the trade in rice and rice- 
starch in rice-starch factories. In other cases “ improvement trade” 
was separately distinguished from special trade, being only included 
(together with the special trade) in the total trade of the country. 
Since the beginning of 1897 a change has been introduced in the 
statistical classification of this kind of trade. 

As provided for by the provisions and regulations for carrying 
out the law relating to foreign trade statistics, a distinction is 
made in the case of improvement at home, the improvement trade 
for the home market being distinguished from that for the foreign 
market. The “improvement” is to go under the heading ‘“ home ” 
if the goods when their manipulation is complete are entered for 
home consumption, but under that of “foreign” if the future 
disposition of the goods so improved is for foreign countries. 
According as the working up is done at home or abroad, the 
improvement trade is entered as active or passive.* 

In considering the trade in question it should be noted that it 
arises purely from economic motives, that is to say, it either 
facilitates the competition of the home trade with foreign trade 
abroad in the case of the “active” improvement trade, or in the 

ease of the “passive” improvement limits the competition of 

foreign industry in the home market to a definite amount. A 
certain number of raw materials and semi-manufactured articles, 
of which the home industry is in need, have taxes levied upon 
them as they enter the “ Zollgebiet.” So far as it can be shown 
that the manufactured articles produced from these materials are 
for re-export to a foreign market, the import duty on their 
admittance into the country is not levied. Similarly, home goods, 
which have been improved or completed abroad, and have preserved 
their identity, pay no import duty except on those additions which 
have been made to them abroad. This naturally requires that in 
order to safeguard the interests of the Customs Revenue diverse 
regulations varying according to the nature of the goods in 
question have to be observed by the Customs authorities. 

The permission to carry on improvement trade in goods liable 
to duty is therefore not only to be looked at from an economical 


* “ Active” improvement trade consists of such articles as are sent into the 
country to be worked up or “improved,” ¢.g., rice imported in the husk and shelled 
or cleaned in Germany; and “passive” improvement trade consists in German 
goods sent abroad to be worked up and completed there and afterwards 
re-imported into Germany. 

“ Active” improvement trade is sub-divided into two parts, viz., (1) Goods 
raw or semi-manufactured imported into Germany to be completed and entered 
for home consumption, and (2) Goods raw or semi-manufactured imported into 
Germany to be completed and then exported to foreign countries, 
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point of view, but also to be subject to the possibility of carrying 
out the official supervision necessary to safeguard the interests 
of the Revenue. 

It follows, then, that raw materials brought from abroad for the 
use of the home industry and not subject to import duty, and the 
goods manufactured therefrom within the “ Zollgebiet ” and sent 
abroad, together with those goods improved abroad, which are 
not themselves liable to duty on importation into the “ Zollgebiet,” 
are naturally not included in the statistics of improvement trade, 
and the range of the improvement trade is also further influenced 
by the amount of duty and by the arrangement of the home and 
foreign tariffs. Further, the control regulations, which, in the 
interests of taxation cannot be dispensed with, make it appear 
preferable to manufacturers, in many cases in which the taxes do 
not exceed a certain maximum, to withhold all claim to drawback, 
rather than be hindered in the conduct of their business by the 
official supervision necessary for the remission of duty. 

Asa result of the above circumstances the range of the im- 
provement trade as shown in‘the special tables has always fluctuated, 
and certain articles, according as they pay at different times higher 
or lower rates of duty or are duty-free, are at one period shown in 
these tables and at another period disappear and take their place 
in the tables of general trade, whether of exports or imports. For 
example, the trade in iron, wood, petroleum, and rice has been in 
this way influenced by the duties. Another point which has 


specially to be taken into account is that there is no record in the © 


special tables of the improvement trade in duty-free articles, nor 
in those cases in which it is considered that an efficient Customs 
control is not practicable, and consequently that nothing is shown 
in the tables as to the working up and re-export of yarns and 
woven goods from raw cotton, of leather from foreign hides, of 
woollen yarns and tissues from foreign wool, of soap and perfumery 
from foreign oils, of goods manufactured from foreign precious 
metals, from foreign lead, zinc, tin and india-rubber, as well as of 
chemical manufactures from foreign raw materials. As in the 
intention of the Customs law only goods subject to Customs duty 
are included in the accounts of the improvement trade—and even 
these to a limited and varying extent—it is obvious that the 
statement of them can be of very limited service. The tables do 
not render it possible to trace exactly to what extent the industrial 
activity of the Customs Union (“ Zollgebiet”) is engaged in the 
working up and improvement of foreign material for the foreign 
market, nor to what ‘extent the German Empire is dependent on 
foreign industrial activity for the improvement of its products for 
consumption. Moreover, the portion of the improvement trade 
which is officially recorded varies according as the goods thus 
worked up are liable to duty or are duty-free, whether they are 
liable to higher or lower duties in consequence of the treatment 
they have received, or whether they have preserved their identity 
or not, through being worked up, and thus considerable fluctuations 
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appear in the amount of the special trade, and even if they are 
properly accounted for, a comparison of the special trade of various 
years will lead to erroneous conclusions. 

In the first place the special trade was—since the improvement 
trade in dutiable goods was excluded from it—represented as being 
too small by the amount of the improvement trade of this kind 
carried out for the home market. 

The raw materials and semi-manufactured articles from foreign 
countries, which under fiscal control are worked up within the 
“ Zollgebiet ” for the home market, and, after being so worked up, 
are exported as manufactured goods, are not in any economical 
sense distinguished from the goods which after they are imported 
from abroad either as duty free or brought into free circulation by 


the payment of the import duty, are then, being worked up or 


completed, re-exported to a foreign country. The former no less 
than the latter are to be regarded as national products of the 
“ Zollgebeit.” It appears, therefore, that a portion of the active 
improvement trade which is completed for home use should be included 
in the summary of the special trade. By this means the special 
trade of the country will receive its due importance in the returns, 
and will have its extent clearly defined. 

_ By separating the statement of the improvement trade for the 
home market (the characteristic mark of which mainly consists in 
its being freed from import duty) from that which is for export to 
foreign markets, there is shown in addition to the more exact 
definition of special trade :— 

_1. In what directions and to what extent the home industry is 
dependent on the supply of duty-free raw materials and half- 
manufactured goods in order to provide foreign markets with 
German manufactures ; 

2. How far foreign countries are dependent on the industrial 
activity of the “‘Zollgebiet ” for the completion or the working up 
of their own goods—in case these are subjected to taxation on enter- 
ing the “Zollgebiet”; and _ 

_3. How far foreign industry is employed by the completion of 
home goods for the home market. 

The active improvement trade for foreign account, as well as the 
passive improvement trade solely carried out for home account, will 
not be included in the statement of the special trade, but only 
placed in the statements of the total trade and general trade in 
connection with the other descriptions of trade, because only a small 
exchange of goods is concerned; and there is no transition of the 
goods in question into the special trade of the country which 
undertakes the improvement of the goods. 

_ As was remarked at the outset, a portion of the active improve- 
ment trade for the home market, namely, the milling trade in 
grain and oil-seeds, as well as the trade in rice and rice-starch, 
in rice-starch factories, was already included in the special trade 
before the year 1897. In the year 1897 it was as follows :— 
Imports, 48,700,000 marks, and exports 20,577,000 marks. 
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In order to render possible a comparison between 1897 and 
earlier years, we have to subtract the quantities and values of the 
active improvement trade for the home market, which were in- 
cluded in the special trade for the first time in 1897, from the 
total returns of the special trade in the year 1897. The same 
thing has to be done as regards the ships included under the 
statistical number 480 (a to D), which, only since the beginning 
of 1897, have been scheduled in the statistics of the foreign 
trade of the “ Zollgebiet.” The total figures to be thus deducted 
amount to :— 


Imports. Exports, 

Marks, Marks. 
1. For the improvement trade ... vee dod 89,659,000 106,330,000 
2. For the ships ... 1,971,000 8,041,000 


Besides this it has to be taken into account that since 1897, in 
consequence of the new arrangement of the statistical tables as to 
the improvement trade, it has been necessary to alter the method 
of entering petroleum, rice, and tobacco-juice in the statistical 
categories, as since 1897 these raw materials on importation are 
entered as special trade when they are imported for further manu- 
facture, whereas previously the products manufactured in the 
* Zollgebiet” out of these raw materials which, after the duty on 
them was paid, definitely entered into free circulation, were 
entered in the accounts. The quantities are at present only shown 
quarterly in the monthly accounts of foreign trade for purposes of 
calculating the amount of duty. The value of these goods is 
given as 16,087,000 marks. For purposes of comparison, this 
figure for 1897 is distributed over tariff Nos. 25 and 29, the 
former taking 13,177,000 marks, and the latter 2,910,000 marks, 
whilst the amount obtained from the improvement trade was 
diminished by that sum. 

In accordance with the above explanations, in consequence of 
the altered statistical record of the special trade, there are to be 
deducted from the figures of the foreign trade of the German 
“Zollgebeit” in the year 1897 91,630,000 marks for the imports ; 
and 114,371,000 marks for the exports. 

After deducting the precious metals, the particulars of the 
special trade for 1897, when modified so as to compare with 
the previous year, are 4,589,067,000 marks for imports and 
3,520,604,000 marks for exports. 

There is, therefore, in the case of imports an increase of 
281,904,000 marks over 1896, and 468,398,000 marks over 1895; 
whilst in exports there is a decrease of 4,526,000 marks over 1896, 
and an increase of 202,704,000 marks over 1895. 

_ The new values added to the special trade in the year 1897, viz., 
91,630,000 marks for imports, and 114,371,000 marks for exports, 
do not compare with the figures of the previous year, as no 
similar statistical returns were made earlier than the year 1897. 
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XVI.—TAXES ON SHIPPING AT MEXICAN PORTS. 


A despatch, dated 29th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Mexico, transmitting 
translation of a decree published in the Mexican “ Diario Oficial,” 
modifying in several important particulars the regulations as to 
taxes on vessels trading to Mexican ports, as follows :— 

Article 1.—The following taxes are hereby repealed :— 

1. The lighthouse due, payable under article 17 of the general 
Custom House regulations (la Ordenanza General de Aduanas). 

2. The port captaincy due payable in accordance with the 
regulations of 22nd April, 1851, and referred to by the decree of 
4th September and 15th October, 1895. 

3. The port dues created by sections (b) and (c), article 4, of the 
decree of 28th May, 1881. 7 
_ Article 2.—Articles 16, 18, 19, and 20 of the general Custom 
House regulations with regard to tonnage dues are also repealed, 
and said dues shall in future be collected in accordance with the 
provisions of the present decree. 

Article 3.—Said tonnage due shall be collected on every merchant 
vessel, Mexican or foreign, laden or in ballast, arriving at any port 
of the republic. This due shall be paid on the basis of the gross 
tonnage of vessels, and shall be collected only when they arrive 
direct from some foreign port or locality. Its amount shall be as 
follows :— 

1. For sailing vessels 10 cents per ton. 

2. For steamships 6 cents per ton. 

Article 4.,—Steamers belonging to international lines making 
regular trips to Mexican ports, under a fixed itinerary and with 
given days of departure, may enjoy in said ports, ineluded in their 
itinerary, a reduction of the tonnage dues, in the following cases 
and conditions :— 

1. On the Pacific coast the reduction may be as high as seventy- 
five per cent. for ships carrying the mails in the Mexican postal 
service, without receiving pecuniary renumeration from the Govern- 
ment of Mexico for said service or enjoying exemption from other 
dues ; and as high as twenty-five per cent. for vessels not engaged 
in the postal service or performing it in return for pecuniary com- 
pensation from the Government or exemption from some other tax 
or taxes, 

2. On the Atlantic coast the reduction may be as high as fity 
per cent., and shall only be enjoyed by vessels engaged in the mail 
service without compensation from the Mexican Government on 
that account or any other ; that are not in receipt of a subsidy and 
that do not enjoy exemption from any other tax or taxes. 

In order to obtain the benefit of the reductions mentioned in the 
foregoing sections, the company desiring them must make a 
petition for them to the Department of Communications and 
Public Works, and the department shall determine the amount of 
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the reduction to be granted, which shall be embodied in the 
company’s charter or concession, the reduction being proportional 
not only to the services rendered by the line to commercial 
interests but to the other obligations assumed by the company, 
both with regard to the Government and the public in general. 
The company must also, in order to obtain the reduction, present 
its itinerary in due time to the department, which shall give to it 
its approval if it is in accordance with the requirements of the 
charter or concession. 

Article 5.—All the steamers of a line entitled to the reductions 
mentioned in the foregoing article touching at a Mexican Atlantic 
port not included in the line’s itinerary, shall pay the full 
tonnage dues if said port is the first in Mexico at which the vessel 
touches in its trip; and if the vessel, after having enjoyed the 
benefit of the reduction from having called first at a Mexican port 
included in its itinerary, should afterwards call at some other port 
not included in said itinerary, it shall pay in the latter as tonnage 
dues the difference between the full dues and the sum it paid at 
the first port at which it touched. 

The provisions of this article shall be complied with, even 
though the vessel may make its extra call with the: special 
authorisation of the Government. 

Article 6.—Mexican and foreign vessels, whether steam or 
sailing, shall not be subject to the tonnage dues mentioned in 
article 8 when they come under any one of the following 
descriptions :— 

1. Vessels coming direct from a Mexican port in any other case 
than that mentioned in the foregoing article. 

2. Ships engaged exclusively in fishing. 

3. Warships. 

4. Vessels engaged exclusively in the postal, lighthouse or other 
similar mission, either on behalf of the Government of the republic 
or a foreign Government, and not doing any commercial business 
either in freight or passengers. 

5. Vessels arriving in distress. 

6. Pleasure craft or yachts doing no commercial business. 

7. Small vessels engaged in international trade between towns 
situated on the banks of rivers that form the boundary line of the 
republic. 

Article 7.—The gross tonnage of a vessel calculated at 2°83 
cubic metres (or 100 English feet) per ton, and serving as the 
basis for the collection of port dues, shall be set forth in the general 
manifest of the vessel, or, in the absence of manifest shall be 
declared by the captain when the official visit is made to the ship 
on its entering the port. The accuracy of the information must 
be proved by the presentation to the Custom House employés of 
the original registry of the ship or some document equally 
authentic, showing its capacity. 

The Custom House authorities, however, shall be entitled to 
have the dimensions of a vessel taken when the statement as to its 
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capacity does not satisfy them, and the process of measurement 
shall in such cases be subject to the rules laid down by the 
regulations in force. 

Article 8.—When a vessel comes from abroad destined for two 
or more Mexican ports, the Custom House which collects the 
tonnage dues shall, in addition to an ordinary receipt, provide 
the captain with a certificate of payment, to serve as a protection 
to him in the other Custom Houses. If said document is not pre- 
sented, the tax must be paid over again, and only on it being 
proved to the Department of Finance that payment has been made 
twice shall said department authorise the return of the amount paid 
in excess. 

Article 9.—In ports where either there have been or are, in 
course of execution, harbour improvements giving shelter to, or 
facilitating the entrance or the loading or unloading of ships, in 
addition to the tonnage due payable under article 3, every mer- 
chant vessel, whether Mexican or foreign, whether engaged in the 
trade of the high seas or the coast, as well as their cargo, shall be 
subject to the following taxes :—- 

1. An additional tonnage due, payable by ships arriving at 
the improved ports, regardless of whence they come or whether 
they are native or foreign. This due shall be collected on the 
same basis as the tonnage due mentioned in article 3, regardless 
of whether the ship is subject to said due wholly or in part, or 
whether it is not subject to it at all. The additional tonnage 
due shall be determined by the executive in the case of each 
improved port, but this amount shall never be in excess of 50 per 
cent. of the rates mentioned in said article 3 for the regular 
tonnage due; in no case, however, shall this additional due be 
snbject to the reductions referred to in article 4, nor to any other 
reduction that may be allowed in the regular tonnage due. 

2. A due for loading and unloading, which shall be paid on all 
merchandise, whether in the import, export, or coastwise trade; 
taken on board or discharged at an improved port, whatever may 
be the place or form in which either of those operations is per- 
formed, and although the wharf or place where they are effected 
does not belong to the federal Government. This tax shall also be 
paid without any reduction and in the following proportions :— 


(a) Products and manufactures for exportation, national | or 
nationalised goods, carried in the coastwise trade, 
whether clearing or entering, mineral coal, construc- 
tion woods, and other materials and articles which 
the executive, by means of regulations or enact- 
ments, shall place under this head, shall be subject. 
to this due at the rate of 50 cents for each ton of 
1,000 kilos., gross weight. 

®) All other goods, not included in foregoing section, shall 
be subject to this due, at the rate of 1 dollar for 
each ton of 1,000 kilos., gross weight. | 


| 
| 

id 
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(c) Merchandise transhipped from one vessel to another in 
port, and which is destined for some other port, as 
also merchandise that is wholly laden or unladen by 
means of lighters, shall be subject to half of the 
duties mentioned in sections (a) and (6). 

Article 10.—Ships and merchandise shall not be subject to the 
dues mentioned in the foregoing article in the following cases :— 

1. The additional tonnage due shall not be paid by the following 
ships, whether they be Mexican or foreign, steam or sailing :— 

(a) Warships. 

(b) Ships engaged exclusively in fishing. 

(c) Ships having a capacity of less than 10 tons gross. 

(d) Ships arriving in distress. 

2. The due for loading and unloading shall not be paid on the 
following :— 

(a) Passengers’ baggage. 

(6) Samples not subject to duties. 

(c) Postal packages. 

(2d) Packages unloaded by mistake wei which are taken on 
board again to be carried to their destination. 

(e) Fishing products unloaded by vessels engaged in that 
industry. 

(f) Provisions, water, supplies, and fuel taken on board for 
their own use by ships in port. 

(g) Articles imported for the federal or state Governments 
and which are exempt from duty under article 2 of 
the decree of June 6th, 1898. 

(h) In the coastwise trade, articles intended for the use of 
the federal Government. 

Article 11.—The executive will determine in what ports and at 
what date shall be collected the dues referred to in article 9, taking 
into account the contracts which may have been made or which 
may be made in the future for the execution of the works, and the 
benefits that, in virtue of the advance of said works, shall accrue to 
commerce and navigation. 

Article 12.—For each port in which improvements shall be made 
the executive shall fix the tariffs for dues for wharfage, anchorage 
at buoys, or other places for the loading and discharging of cargo 
in the ports, for watering, for deposits of coal, for the carrying of 
cargo over the wharves in vehicles, for storage in the warehouses, 
and for all the other services in the said ports. 

Article 138. —Foreign vessels, which in accord with the vagulationa, 
authorisations or special contracts, shall bring merchandise to one 
port of the republic destined to another port or place in the country ; 
if it be directly, or passing the merchandise in transit through a 
foreign country, shall pay a duty called “duty of interior maritime 
traffic,” on which shall be collected the following tariff for each ton 


of 1,000 kilo. brought by the said foreign vessels :— 
In Atlantic. In Pacific. 


1. Between ports distant from each other $ $ 
60 marine miles... ow 1:00 1:00 
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In Atlantic. In Pacific, 
2. Between those which are distant more $ $ 

than 60 and up to 360 marine miles aes 3-00 2:00 
3. Between those distant more than 360 

marine miles 5°00 3°00 


The same duty and ws the same rules shall be assessed on 
foreign vessels which may obtain permission to discharge their 
cargo in a coasting port where there is no Custom House (puerto de 
cabotaje), or in other place which shall not be a Customs port, com- 
puting the duty on the weight of the merchandise in the permit 
and the distance between the place where the cargo is discharged 
and the port where is the Custom House. 

Article 14.—The tax referred to in the foregoing article shall be 
paid before the vessel’s departure, and shall be handed in to the 
Custom House which authorises the operation necessitating the 
payment, the amount being determined by such Custom House in 
view of the weight of the goods declared by the shippers in the 
Custom House shipping bills, with the ratification of the captain 
or of the person to whom the vessel is consigned, and the Custom 
House officials shall set forth the amount payable in the papers in 
question. The Custom House receiving the goods shall collect 
from the consignees the taxes due for coastwise maritime traffic that 
have failed to be paid at the Custom House by which the vessel 
was cleared, either through inaccurate statements on the part of the 
shippers or through any other cause, together with a fine equivalent 
to twice the amount of the unpaid taxes when the cause of non- 
payment has been a false declaration on the part of the shipper, 
without prejudice in the latter case to other penalties. 

Artule 15.—The sanitary and pilotage dues shall continue to he 
collected in accordance with existing laws and regulations. In 
the collection of the sanitary dues, the registered tonnage referred 
to in the enactments on the subject shall be estimated, for the 
purpose of assessing the tax, by deducting 35 per cent. of the 

oss tonnage for steamers and five per cent. for sailing vessels. 

Article 16.—Shipping companies, which, under their concessions 
from the Government, at present enjoy exemption from the light- 
house due, as compensation for the carriage of the mails, or the 
performance of some other public service, may apply to the 
Department of Communications and Public Works, if they so 
desire, so that their contracts may either be rescinded or amended 
subject to the provisions of article 4 of this decree. 

Article 17.—Contractors having port works in hand, and who, 
under their contracts with the Government, receive the proceeds 
of the dues created by sections (b) and (c), article 4, of the decree 
of May 28th, 1881, now repealed, shall be entitled to receive from the 
government every month henceforth a sum equivalent to what 
those dues would have produced if they had not been repealed, 
unless such contractors enter into new arrangements with the 
department having jurisdiction in such matters. 

‘This decree is to take effect on October Ist next. 


| 
i 
| 
a 
i 
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XVII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tarif’ Modifications. 
Note.—-Poud — 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Rouble (gold) = 3s, 2d. 


A despatch, dated 9th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at St. Petersburg, stating 
that a circular has been issued by the Imperial Customs Depart- 
ment, dated July 24th/August 5th, No. 15,053, rescinding the 
previous circular relative to the clearance of fancy leather 
goods, celluloid and linen articles (see “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for August last, p. 185). 

Tron and steel rails for railway, tramway and electrical tracks 
shall be cleared respectively under point 2 of Sections 140 and 
142 of the customs tariff, irrespective of the form of their 
transverse section. Duty, 50 kopecks, gold, per poud. 

A despatch, dated 16th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Charles S. Scott, H.M. Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, reporting that the following classification of goods 
under the Russian Customs Tariff has been notified by Circular 
No. 15,244, dated 27th July/8th August, 1898, by the Department 
of Customs :—Elliman’s Hygienic Universal Embrocation to be 
admitted under Point 1 of Section 119 of the Tariff, duty 13 roubles, 
60 copecks, gold, per poud, on condition that the labels and wrappers 
of the same shall bear no description as to its curative properties, 
and the maladies to which it may be applied. 

By further order of the 29th July/10th August, 1898, sub. 
No. 15,588, oatmeal known under the names of ‘‘ Hercules” and 
‘“‘Champion” shall be admitted under Section 4 of the Tariff, duty 
1 rouble, 15 copecks, or 1 rouble, 30 copecks, gold, per poud, 
according to the nature of the packing in which the above products 
shall be imported. 


Russta—SIBERIA. 
Tariff Regulations for the Obi and Yenisei Rivers. 


_ A despatch, dated 11th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at St. Petersburg, transmitting 
translation of certain new regulations, as published in the 
‘Bulletin des Lois,” relative to the importation of foreign goods 
into Siberia by the Obi and Yenisei Rivers, as follows :— 
According to the Bulletin of Laws, No. 88 of the 24th July/5th 
August, 1898, His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Russia, on 
the recommendation of the Council of Ministers, sanctioned on the 


310 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Sept. 1898. 


3rd/15th July last the following changes in regard to the importa- 
tion of foreign goods at the mouths of certain Siberian rivers :— 

1. Brick tea to be admitted during the navigation seasons of 
1898 and 1899 at the mouth of the river Obi at a duty rate of 4 
roubles, 50 kopecks, gold, per poud, and at the mouth of the river 
Yenesei at 4 roubles, gold, per poud. 

2. The following foreign goods to be admitted free during the 
navigation seasons of 1898—1903 at the mouths of the rivers Obi 
and Yenesei:— 

(a) Salt, coal, as also agricultural implements and machines 
with their-spare parts and appurtenances, without 
any limitations as to their nature, number, and 
weight. 

(4) Machines with spare parts to them and appurtenances 
destined for use in Siberia in factories, works, and 
mechanical workshops of every description, with the 
exception of machines and parts of the same required 
for steamers. 

(2) Fishing nets and yarn for them for the use of the local 
fishing industry. 

(d) Cyanide of potassium and chloride of lime, but only in 
quantities required for mining enterprises and works 
in Siberia. 

(e) Tin-plate, tin, and olive oil, but only in quantities 
required by special fish preserving enterprises. 

(f) Bags of all kinds for the exportation of grain at the 
mouths of the above-mentioned rivers, but within 
the limit of such exportation. 


3. The importation of the foreign goods named in the foregoing 
paragraphs (6)—(/)) shall be subject to the rules laid down by the 
Minister of Finance in regard to the conditions under which each 
of these categories of goods shall be admitted free, as also in regard 
to each particular enterprise for which such free admission is 
granted. 

4, The foreign goods enumerated in section 2 destined for use 
exclusively in Siberia, but which may have penetrated into 
European Russia, as also such as are not mentioned in sections 1 
and 2, shall be liable to customs rates under the general European 
Customs Tariff of the Empire. 


BELGIUM. 


Excise Duty under the Aleohol Law. 


A despatch, dated 11th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels enclosing copy of 
a decree signed on the 2nd August, and published in the “ Moniteur 
Belge” of the 9th August by which the deduction in the excise 
duty allowed by Article 5, chapter 2, of the Law in question, to 
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spirits or alcohols of home manufacture, for loss on rectification, 
when intended for home consumption, is now extended to such 
spirits when declared for export. _ 


GERMANY. 
Tare Allowances. 


_ A despatch, dated 6th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing 
copies and translation of a further decision of the Federal Council 
relative to tare allowances, which came into force on the 1st August 
last, as follows :— 


Tare allowance 
per cent. 
_No. Nature of of gross weight. 
Tariff, of articles. packing. 
Old, New. 
1 25n2 Dried figs ...- ... | Boxes of soft wood | 16 10 
do. ard ,, 16 12 
25 Cheese of all kinds.. 15. 
Hard Cheeses, weigh- 
25 ing at least 50 kg. to 8 
5 hy Do. do, ... ... | In heavier casks’... 8 


Customs Credits in Germany. 


A despatch, dated 4th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin reporting 
that, according to a notice which has appeared in the German 
press, the Prussian Minister of Finance has granted various 
facilities in regard to customs credit. An importer who desires 
to defer payment. of customs duties on several consignments of 
grote simultaneously cleared is only required to give one acknow- 

edgment for the whole amount owing, instead of one. for each lot 
as heretofore. If full security is given the chief customs and 
reyenue offices may allow reliable importers to give only one 
acknowledgment of: the customs credit granted to them on all 
goods cleared during one day. Both the. above apply also to. 
credits for salt tax. 
_ The chief customs and revenue offices are also authorised, when 
good security is given, to grant combined customs and excise 
credits to.persons liable to both forms of duty on condition that 
the sum of the two accounts shall at no time exceed the total 
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FRANCE. 
Certificates of Origin. 

The following new instructions concerning the admission of 
certificates of origin of foreign goods imported into France, have 
recently been issued by Monsieur Bousquet, Director-General of 
the French Customs, and published by the British Chamber of 
Commerce in Paris:— — 

Certificates of origin are, at the present time, required to be 
produced for certain kinds of articles coming from abroad, either 
for the purpose of securing the benefit of lower duties or taxes, or 
of obtaining admission free from some surtax, or in order to relieve 

from the restrictions resulting from regulations of sanitary 
police or the game and fishery laws. Importers, on the other 
hand, are required to provide certificates of origin in regard to 
steel bars and steel wires, for which they demand admission at the 
rate of duties provided in Articles 112 and 113 of the Tariff. It 
also happens sometimes that importers, in order to facilitate the 
passing of their goods through the Customs, produce, of their own 
accord, certificates of origin in due form in support of their 
declaration. 

Even in the case where the production of a certificate is 
necessary, it is an absolute rule that the Customs are not bound by 
its contents, and that Customs officers are always at liberty to 
demand a legal expertise, if the appearance of the goods seems to 
throw doubt upon the accuracy of the declaration. 

Whilst recognising that the reserve is perfectly justified, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and the London Chamber of Commerce 
have called the attention of the administration to the conditions 
under which certificates are received by the French Customs. 

The latter body has given instances of cases where, without any 
reason or motive to induce them to believe that the declaration 
was false, officials have purely and simply ignored the certificates 
in support of the declaration, the accuracy of which has afterwards 
been confirmed by expertise. 

After making an inquiry into the facts alleged, the administra- 
tion has had to recognise that the complaints made were not with- 
out foundation. If it is essential to maintain in its entirety the 
safeguarding principle that certificates of origin are not binding 
upon the Customs, it is none the less important to prevent the 
introduction of a practice which would result in ignoring altogether 
those documents. It should be noted that the persons or bodies 
authorised to deliver certificates of origin, viz. :—French consuls, 
chambers of commerce, and the customs authorities of the place of 
shipment, offer special guarantees of trustworthiness. We must 
not, moreover, lose sight of the fact that the question of reciprocity 
may also be affected. Certificates of origin accompanying French 
goods exported to foreign parts are general admitted by foreign 
customs as establishing the origin of the goods. If the French 
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customs were to ignore systematically such certificates in the case 
of goods imported, there would be danger that, in retaliation, 
foreign countries would treat in the same way certificates of origin 
intended to secure preferential treatment to French goods. 

In order to prevent all such unpleasant occurrences, it is the duty 
of the administration to set itself against the tendency manifested 
by certain custom officers in regard to the reliance to be placed 
upon certificates of origin. The administration cannot allow that 
local directors should demand expertises simply in order to relieve 
themselves of their responsibility in the matter of the admission of 
goods. When, after examination, nothing in the nature of the 

oods has been found to give grounds for the presumption that the 

eclaration is false, and when there is no special ground for 
suspecting the good faith of the parties making the declaration, 
customs officers must accept as accurate the facts stated in the 
certificate, provided, of course, that the said certificate is regular 
and in due form, that it refers, without any possible doubt, to the 
goods produced, and that it confirms on all points the statements 
in the declaration. 

It must not be forgotten that if laws and ministerial and depart- 
mental decisions have rendered necessary, in many cases, the 
production of certificates of origin, it is precisely because Parlia- 
ment, or Ministers, or the Customs authorities attached a certain 
importance to those documents. To ignore them in every case 
would be to deny them any value, and therefore to disregard the 
intentions of the authorities which have required the formality of 
a certificate. 

But if officials should find that certificates produced are incor- 
rect, it would be their duty to bring the fact forthwith under the 
notice of the administration, with complete particulars, in order 
that, after enquiry, steps might be taken in order to prevent 
recurrence. 

The directors are requested to notify these instructions to the 
service and to see to their strict application. 


Tonnage Dues at Bordeaua. 


A Ministerial decree regulating the tonnage dues at Bordeaux 
has recently been issued by the French authorities. 

According to Article 1 of this decree, the tonnage due per ton 
register, established at Bordeaux by Art. 4 of the Law of the 
5th July, 1885, will be levied as follows :— 

12 centimes per ton register nett if the total number of 
metric tons (of 1,000 kilogs.) of merchandise landed or 
shipped is more than one half the net tonnage of the vessel. 

6 centimes per ton if it be equal to or less than one half. 

3 centimes per ton if it be equal to or less than one- 
fourth. 

1-2 centimes if it be equal to or less than one-tenth. 

The local tonnage dues established by Art. 5 of the Law of the 
2nd August, 1887, on all French or foreign vessels, as well as on 


c 
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< yt for transhipment purposes, have been considerably modified. 
e table setting forth such modifications may be seen in the 
original, at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
; Whitehall Gardens, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
p.m. 


SPAIN. 
Export Duties in 1898-99. 


With reference to the particulars of Spanish Export Duties in 
1898-99 (published on pp. 181 to 184 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for August last), a further despatch, dated 21st August, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 
Madrid, reporting that the table of official valuations which formed 
the basis of the new export tax has been considerably modified. 

The modifications have taken the form of sub-dividing the 
various classes and groups of articles of export so that although 
the first publication of the tariff contained 265 classifications, the 
present tariff contains 400 classifications. The result is that 
although the valuations given in the first publication of the tariff 
are unchanged, the sub-division of the various groups gives a 
precise value to numerous articles previously included in a general 
class. This makes a considerable difference in the export tax of 
24 per cent. ad valorem imposed on those articles. 

Under these circumstances it is not proposed to publish the 
remainder of the export tariff as commenced in the August number- 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” but the complete tariff of export 
duties with the modifications referred to above, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Import Duties on Cereals. 


The Foreign Office have received a despatch from H.M. Ambas- 
sador at Madrid, stating that, with reference to the law referred 
to on p. 705 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for June last, 
suspending the payment of import duties and prohibiting the 
export of cereals until the 15th August last, a Royal Order was 
published in the “Gazette” of the 12th August permitting the 
export of cereals on and after the 15th August, on payment 
of the duties imposed by the export tariff, and imposing an import 
tax of six and ten pesetas per 100 kilogrammes on wheat and 
wheat flour respectively, and re-establishing the ordinary import 
duties on other cereals. 


New Classification of Lead Plates. 
A despatch, dated 25th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 


translation of a Royal Order making an alteration in the classifica- 
tion of lead plates. 
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Until now lead plates of all thicknesses have been classified 
under No. 85 of the Customs Tariff, paying a duty of 1:60 pesetas 
per 100 kilogrammes. 

The present order, the result of a petition for protection from 
the home industries, states that lead plates of less than a millimetre 
in thickness will in future be classed under No. 86 in the Customs 
Tariff, paying a duty of 37°50 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes. 

It states that this changé is based on the fact that lead plates of 
less than a millimetre of thickness must be manufactured articles, 
whether they have alloyage of tin or not, and so should be classified 
with tin plates, especially as both are used for the same industrial 
purposes. The change is stated to be, on this account, not a 
modification of the tariff but an explanation of classification. 


Temporary Regulations for Trade with Cuba and Porto Rico. 


A despatch, dated 21st August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H. M. Ambassador at Madrid transmitting a 
copy and translation of a Royal Order published in the “ Madrid 
Gazette ” of August 21st last, making temporary regulations for the 
trade between Spain and the Islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico. 

According to this order, all merchandise exported from Spain to 
Cuba and Puerto Rico will be subject to the same regulations as 
previously, and will be excused the tax of 2} per cent. on 
presentation of a certificate of receipt to be issued by the Spanish 
authorities on these islands. 

Merchandise imported from Cuba and Puerto Rico, under the 
regulations given in chapter 8 of the Customs tariff will continue 
to be admitted free into Spain if the invoices are authorised by 
Spanish authorities, but merchandise from ports where there are 
no Spanish authorities will be charged import duties in accordance 
with the first column of the Customs tariff, 


Spars—Cusa. 
Duties in Cuban Ports. 


A report, dated 22nd July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Santiago de Cuba stating that the 
only duties now collected at that port are those of the column 
“Derechos fiscales” of the tariff in force until now, and the column 
“Derecho diferencial” is done away with. Likewise the 10 per 
cent. ad valorem on the official values imposed for the amortisation 
of bank paper is abolished, as also the cargo tax of one dollar per 
ton. 

On the other hand, a port tax of twenty cents per register ton 
has been established on vessels, and the local taxes of port works 
and municipal contribution remain in force. 


c2 
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SWITZERLAND. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions of the Swiss Customs Department, on 
the application of the Swiss Customs tariff, have been notified to 
the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 


No. of : D 
the Articles, : uty per 
Tariff. 00 kilogs, 
7 | Paper shavings for packing purposes 0 20 
74 | Naphthaline in the form of Malls, sticks, sheets, ‘ke. 2 0 
160 | Spindles of papier maché, wood pulp or paper pulp, nm: 2 
even if mixed with wood. 
278 | Plates of iron or steel, for the manufacture of sheets, 0 10 
up to 160 centimetres in eee 
491-492 | Cotton yarn, single... 7. 
493 w twisted 9 0 
533 | Ramie, combed, raw, or dyed 0 30 
647 | Umbrella and stick heseles of all kinds 8 0 


SERVIA. 
Communal Excise Dues on Spirits. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 10th August last, 
H.M. Legation at Belgrade reports that the Skupshtina has sanc- 
tioned the imposition of communal excise dues on spirits (raki) in 
every district where no Octroi has been established. Spirits up to 
10 degrees will pay three centimes, and over 10 degrees five 
centimes per litre. 


Additional Octroi Duties. 

Note.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Dinar = 9}d. 

A despatch, dated 11th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Belgrade, transmitting a list 
of additional articles which a recent law of the Skupshtina provides 
shall henceforth be subject to Octroi duty on importation into 


Servia, as follows :-— 
Medicinal wines, such as quinine, 


pepsine, quinquina, laroche, meat Dinars. 

and other wines ... per 100 kilos. 100-00 
Raw materials for candle-making 

(10 per cent. allowance for waste) ” 18-00 
Lemons, oranges, pomegranates, and 

olives 10 00 
Citrons, hazel nuts, locust beans ie = 15°00 


Figs... as ee 8-00 
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Dinars. 
Dates and raisins hie bie .-» per 100 kilos. 20-00 
Pepper, allspice, zedoary, marjoram, 
bay, carraway, capers... 20°00 
“Tarana,” macaroni, vermicelli, sago, 
Vinegar essences one * 50°00 
per 100 kilos. 0°75 
Planks, laths, &c. | or 
per cubic metre 5°00 


Beams, poles, and joists or 
per cubic metre 3:00 


{ per 100 kilos. 0°50 
Timber for carpenters’ use is not liable to Octroi dues. 


Window and plate glass - ise ... per 100 kilos. 4-00 
Iron and steel supports and girders, and 

other building material .., 3°00 
Water and other iron ‘pipes... ase 10°00 
Cement and hydraulic lime... 1:00 


” 

For the purposes of this law 100 kilogrammes are held to be 
equivalent to 100 litres, or the reverse. 

The articles hitherto struck by the Octroi law of the 12/24th 
July, 1893, are:—Sugar and sweetmeats, coffee, chocolate, coffee- 
substitutes, rice, oil, salted and dried fish, sausages, cheese, beer, 
wine, spirits, and candles. 


UniTepD STATEs. 
Oustoms Regulations. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a revised Circular of the Treasury Department of the 
United States concerning the withdrawal of alcohol from bond for 
scientific purposes and of distilled spirits for the use of the United 
States, free of tax. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


 Qustoms Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Phenacetin is dutiable under paragraph 67, Act of 24th July, 
1897, as a medicinal preparation in the preparation of which 
alcohol is used. 
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Sugar in sweetened chocolate is not liable to countervailing duty 
under section 5, Act of 24th July, 1897, not being “ sugar 
changed in condition.” 

Examination of packages of goods.— Where a certified or pro 
forma invoice is lacking in proper specification of goods covered 
thereby, or is incomplete, or whenever fraud or undervaluation is 
suspected, all packages should be ordered to the public store, at 
the expense and risk of the owner or consignee, for examination 
and verification. 

Indigo artificially prepared from coal: tar is. dutiable at 30 per 
cent. ad valorem as a coal tar colour or dye under paragraph 15, 
Act of 1897. 

Tow of flax is assessed for duty at $20 per ton under paragraph 
326 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, irrespective of the fact that it 
may or may not be entered as, or claimed to be, paper stock. 

Calfskins and hides—The dividing line as to weight between 
raw calfskins and raw hides of cattle is 25 pounds, and as to dry 
skins and dry hides 12 pounds. Skins weighing under such 
amounts are entitled to free entry under paragraph 664, Tariff Act 
of 1897, as “skins of all kinds,” and are not dutiable as “ hides ” 
under paragraph 437. 

Pearl scales for use in making knife-handles are not parts of 
knives, but dutiable as manufactures of mother-of-pearl at the 
rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 450, Act of 1897. 

Rubber tubing imported for use in making stems of artificial 
flowers is classified as manufactures of india-rubber at the rate of 
30 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 460, Act of 1890, or 25 
per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 352, Act of 1894. 

Worsted braids.—Certain articles (1) made of wool or worsted 
braid of different widths stitched in place by hand or machinery in 
various conventional openwork designs and intended to be sewn 
or otherwise attached to women’s cloaks or waists as trimmings or 
ornaments and which are incurved or hollowed at the top to 
conform to the shape of the garments about the neck, are not 
dutiable at 50 cents per pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 371, Act of 24th July, 1897, but at 44 cents per 
pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 370 of said 
Act. (2) A variety of fancy trimmings of different widths, com- 
posed of wool and described in the invoices variously as ‘“ mohair 
gimps,” “mohair insertion,” “mohair edge,” “mohair volants,” 
“braid gimps,” and as “ black fancy braids,” are dutiable at 50 
cents per pound and 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 371 
of said Act. 

A toilet preparation known as “ Pasta Mack,” in which alcohol 
is used, is assessed for duty at the rate of 60 cents per pound and 
45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 2, Act of 1897. 

Braids made of cotton or other vegetable fibre and of india- 
rubber, irrespective of the value of the rubber component, are duitable 
at 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 339, Act of 24th July, 
1897, and not at 45 per cent. or 30 per cent. ad valorem under 
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paragraphs 320, 322, or 449 of said Act. Likewise, braids made 
of silk and indiarubber are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 390 of said Act, and not at 50 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 391. ( 

Cords made of cotton and indiarubber are dutiable at 45 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 320, and of silk and india- 
rubber at 50 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 389 of said 


Act. 
Entries of Tea under the Act of 1898. 


According to a Circular of the Treasury Department of the 
United States, as the law now provides for a duty upon teas 
imported into that country, it is found desirable to revoke 
the existing regulations regarding the entry of such teas, and to 
substitute the following :— 

Section 4 of the Act of 2nd March, 1897, provides that all 
imported tea shall be entered under bond and “shall not be 
removed from. the warehouse until released by the collector.” 

Hereafter all imported teas must be entered for warehouse under 
the regular forms, no special series numbers being required. 
Such teas as are admitted on examination can remain in bond until 
regularly withdrawn. Condemned and rejected teas can be with- 
drawn for export, or, if destroyed by the collector under section 6 
of the Tea Act, credit can be given on the bond for the tea so 
destroyed. 

Small importations of tea consisting of less than five packages - 
may be allowed entry for consumption and retained in the 
appraiser’s store, or in other Customs’ custody, until after examin- 
ation, and, if found admissible, may then be delivered on payment 
of duty and charges. 


Duty on Samples of Tea. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a circular of the 
Treasury Department of the United States, dealing with the 
question of samples of tea. ' 

According to this circular, quantities. of tea, put up in small 
packages, varying from a quarter to a half pound of each line, are 
being imported into the United States as samples for the purpose 
of soliciting orders for shipments to follow, and two questions have 
arisen in connection therewith, first, whether they are dutiable 
under the provisions of the war-revenue law of June 13, 1898, and, 
secondly, whether they are subject to the examination prescribed 
by the tea act of March 2, 1897. 

Article 345 of the Customs Regulations of 1892 provides that 
“ Edgings, textile fabrics, samples of piece goods, cards of buttons, 
single gloves or stockings, intended for use in selling the class of 
goods they represent, are free of duty,” and that ‘“ Samples 
imported in quantities and intended to be sold by jobbers are 
dutiable.” 

There is no provision of law which would authorize the free 
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entry of samples generally, but, in case the appraising officer finds 
that so-called samples have no commercial value, they are admitted 
free of duty ; otherwise not. A sample may be defined to be a 
specimen of an article or class of goods, having no market or 
commercial value itself, and not subject to sale, but through the 
medium of which it is intended to sell the goods it represents. 

Following the above, the Department holds that where tea is put 
up in packages of not over one ounce in weight, and the fact is 
established that they are samples for distribution, or for use in 
soliciting orders, and not for sale, duty thereon will not be imposed 
under the Act of 1898, or examination made under the Act of 1897. 
Tea imported in packages of over one ounce in weight will be 
treated as merchandise and subjected to examination and payment 
of duty. 


UnitTEeD STATES OF CoLOMBIA— PANAMA. 
Modification of Iiquor Tariffs. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy and translation of Ordinance No. 39 of 1898, which regulates 
the duties levied in the department of Panama (U.S. of Colombia), 
on beverages not specified in article 1 of the decree 289 of 1895. 

The following statement shows the old and new tariffs and the 
increase in duty on each article. The new tariff is to come into 
effect on Ist January, 1899 :— 


: Old New Duty 
Article. Tariff. | Tariff. | Increased. 


Dols. Dols. 

Syrups... Per kilog.| 0°02 0°10 0:08 
Tinto, Bordeaux, and other table wines.. 7 0-06 0-04 
Aleand beer, ginger-ale, cider-champagne 0°06 0-04 
Malaga, sherry, port, sweet and dry wines ‘ 0-15 0-05 
Champagne and other sparkling wines... 0:20 0-10 
Essence of aniseed (per litre) ... 20-00 20°00 
Patent medicated wines... _... 0°05 0°05 


Nore.—The above values are calculated in Colombian silver. 


Mineral waters are exempted from the payment of the duty on 
liquors, but not so medicinal wines, which are to pay five cents for 
each kilogramme of the gross weight of the packages. __ 

Articles which are exclusively used by the charity hospitals and 
other similar establishments will pay only half of the respective 
duties. 

Wines used by the ecclesiastical authorities for Divine Service 
are exempted from the payment of the said duties subject to 
certain formalities. 

Wines also that are imported for the exclusive use of St. Thomas’ 
Hospital in Panama are exempted. 
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Commercial tax ordinance. 


A report has been recently received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Panama transmitting copies with translation of a 
commercial tax ordinance amending the existing. ordinance of 
1894, which was published on 8th July last, and will come into 
force on 9th January, 1899. The main object of the present 
ordinance is to raise the import duty in Panama from 10 to 15 
per cent. 


Costa Rica. 
Tariff modifications. 


A report, dated 25th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at San José (Costa Rica), stating that an 
import duty of two cents per kilogramme has been placed on all 
lumber for building purposes, and of six cents per kilogramme on 
lumber for cabinet work imported by Port Limon for use in the 
province of Limon, which heretofore, when imported by Limon for 
use in the province had been allowed in free of duty. 

Also that the import duty on refined and white powdered su 
has been raised from 11 cents to 20 cents per kilogramme, pa eo 
other classes of sugar from 7 to 15 cents. 

The duty on cocoa “ground” is raised from 13 cents per kilo- 
gramme to 20 cents, and that on cocoa in beans from 7 cents to 15. 


Urueuay. 
Re-imposition of 24 per cent. Import Duty. 


With reference to the additional 24 per cent. import duty on 
goods entering Uruguay, abolished in January last and which was 
to be re-imposed to meet the service of the loan required for the con- 
struction of the port of Montevideo—a despatch, dated 27th July 
last, has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister 
at Montevideo, stating that the Uruguayan Government have now 
decided to forestall the re-imposition of this tax and to apply the 
proceeds to the conversion of Treasury certificates until such time 
as they are required for the port works. 

The Committee of Finance has reported favourably on this 
project, and the additional duty was to be levied from the Ist 
August last. 

A suggestion has been made that the treasury certificates in 
arrear should*be unified into a debt, which it is calculated would 
amount to $5,076,000 with 6 per cent. interest and 7 per cent. 
annual amortization, the annual interest being $406,080, but the 
idea of increasing the already enormous permanent obligations of 
the country has not found much favour with the public. 
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JAPAN. 
Date of New Customs Tariff. 


According to a telegram received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Minister at Tokio, the new Japanese Tariffs will not come 
into force before 1st January, 1899. 


Harbour Regulations for Open Ports. 


A despatch dated 21st July last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Tokio transmitting a translation of 
the Harbour Regulations for the open ports, which it is said were 
to come into force at Yokohama on Ist September, at Kobe a 
month later, and so on at each of the remaining ports in the order. 
of their commercial importance, A retired Japanese naval officer 
will in each place be appointed Harbour Master, and he will have 
the assistance of a foreign adviser. Commander Squire, late of the 
Royal Navy, has been appointed to this latter post at Yokohama. 

The regulations in question can be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BritisH INDIA. 
Rules for the testing of Yarns. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 19a, sub-section 
(2), of the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (viii. of 1878 as amended by 
Act iv. of 1889), and section 20 of the Indian Merchandise Marks 
Act, 1889 (iv. of 1889, as amended by Act ix. of 1891), the 
Governor-General in Council has directed that the following rules 
shall be substituted for Rules 7, 8, and 9 of the rules published 
with the Notification of the Government of India in the Finance 
and Commerce Department, No. 1430, dated the 6th April, 
1891 :— 

7. An examination of yarns to test the accuracy of the descrip- 
tion of count or length shall be made, in the first instance, up to 
the limit of one bundle in every one hundred bales or fraction of 
one hundred bales in the consignment. 

8. If, on such examination, the difference between the average 
count or length and the described count or length is in excess of 
the variations permitted in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Notification 
of the Government of India in the Home Department, No. 1474 
(Judicial), dated the 13th November, 1891, the importer may 
require a further examination to be made up to the limit, and on 
the conditions stated in Rule 9. 

9. The test to determine the length of yarns shall be applied as 
follows :-— 

From every one hundred bales, or fraction of one hundred bales 
in a consignment, one bundle should be selected at random. The 
hanks in this bundle should then be measured on the wrap-reel, 
one after the other, in the presence of a representative of the 
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importer, and the lengths noted, the process being continued 
(within the limit of the bundle) until either the importer is 
satisfied that the yarn is short, or the average of the lengths noted 
shows that it is of full length. 

When the importer is dissatisfied with this test, he may, on 
payment of the cost, require the Customs collector to measure more 
hanks up to 1 per cent. of the total number of hanks in the con- 
signment, such hanks being taken at random by an officer of 
Customs out of any bundles in the consignment. 


Tariff Modifications. 
Nitrate of soda, muriate of potash, sulphate of ammonia, sulphate 
of potash, and kainit salts are exempted from import duties. 


Revised Tariff Valuations. 
Present Valuation. Revised Valuation. 


Rupees. Rupees. 
Cloves percwt. ... 18 28 
Pepper, black __,, 18 ine 25 


VICTORIA. 
Tariff Decisions, 

The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” states that regarding 
the definition of women’s piece goods, a definite result has now 
been arrived at by the Customs Department, and the regulation is 
framed as follows:— — 

1. “ Weight test,” where applied to woollen piece goods, shall 
mean piece goods and all portions of piece goods not made up, 
being: (1) Less than 36 in. wide, not exceeding 6 oz. in weight 
for every 36 in. length; or (2) being 36 in. wide and over, but 
less than 48 in. wide, and not exceeding 9 oz. for every 36 in. in 
length. (8) Being 48 in. or exceeding 48 in. in width, but not 
exceeding 12 oz. for every 36 in. in length. 

2. Alldress goods containing more than one distinct colour shall 
be free, excepting those containing over 10 per cent. of silk. 

3. All plain-coloured goods in the piece containing wool, not 
otherwise enumerated (whether mixtures or solid dyes), not 
exceeding the above standard weight test, shall be free as dress 
goods, but exceeding the weight test shall be dutiable at the rate 
of 25 per cent. 

- 4, Mantle cloths shall be taken to include habit cloths, Amazon 
cloths, curl cloths, Meltons, Presidents, matelasse, and frieze cloths, 
which shall exceed the standard weight test ; but any such cloths 
as shall not exceed the weight test shall be free as dress goods. 

The difference between this and the former agreement is only in 
clause 1, the weight under 36 inches being increased } oz., that 
less than 48 ini reduced 1} oz., and exceeding 48 inches 

reduced 1 oz., for every 36 inches in length. The original in¢h 
stuff must be more than 4 oz. per running yard. The clause 5: 
“The possible use of any piece goods containing wool, shall not 
determine their classification,” appears to have been eliminated. 
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XVIII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


EFFECT OF THE ENGINEERS’ STRIKE ON Russian TRADE. 


H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a report to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series 2169), states that, owing to the 
recent engineers’ strike in Great Britain a great many orders for 
railway locomotives, electric plant, and other machinery went to 
Germany and the United States; in this way great injury was 
done to British industrial interests in Russia, and the success 
furthered of rivals to British trade. As a case in point, the 
Finnish Railway Company, which had always previously supplied 
itself with locomotives of British make, gave an order for 20 . 
powerful locomotives to American builders, seeing that it could 
not rely on the execution of the order within a reasonable time in 
England, in consequence of the strike. 


New Fuoatinc Dock at RiGa. 


A report, dated 18th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Riga, stating that, for general 
service at that port, the Riga Exchange Committee have had built 
at the Howald works at Kiel, at a cost of 416,000 marks (20,800I.) 
a floating dock capable of docking a vessel of 2,350 tons measure- 
ment, or 300 feet in length, with a beam of 50 feet, and drawing 
17 feet of water. This dock is now lying at Bolderaa near the 
mouth of the river, and it is said that for the first twelve months 
it will be under the superintendence of the Bolderan machine 
works, but any ship wishing to make use of it will be at liberty 
to contract with any outside firm for repairs. 

The charges for docking have not yet been fixed, but there is 
every reason to believe that they will be moderate. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY OF THE PETCHORA 
VALLEY. 


A despatch, dated 4th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm, 
stating that arrangements have just been concluded between a 
Swedish private company and the Russian Minister of Domains, 
whereby the company has been granted the right of felling 
timber, and of exporting it from the Petchora Valley. 

The ice-free harbour of Oserko, on the Murman Coast, about 
30 miles from Port Catherine, has also been granted to them, and 
it is proposed to erect sawing and planing mills there. 

The timber having been felled on the shores of the Petchora, 
will be brought to Oserko in specially built steel barges, carrying 
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5,000 pieces of round timber each, which will be towed there by 
the company’s steamers. 

The reasons why it was thought more advantageous to adopt 
this system rather than to saw up the logs on the spot, were as 
follows :— 

1. A practically ice-free harbour at Oserko. 

2. An already existing telegraph communication with foreign 
countries. 

3. Convenient postal communication from Vardé (four hours 
distant by boat) by Norwegian steamers twice a week in summer 
and once a week in winter, which call at all the Norwegian coast 
towns, and go as far as Hamburg, whence they bring groceries, 
&c., at the cheapest rates. 

4, Since the whole of the Murman coast has been declared a 
“free port,” goods of all sorts may be imported free of duty. 

5. Wheat can be imported from Archangel free of duty, and 
there is no difficulty about getting other provisions such as fish, 
milk, and meat, on the spot. 

6. The timber, when sawn, being of Russian origin, can be 
exported to Russia free of duty, and finally, there is the prospect 
of a railway being made in a few years to Port Catherine, to join 
the Russian and Swedish systems. 

The saw-mills will be driven by steam and not by water power, 
saw-dust and refuse wood being burnt; but there would seem 
every reason to believe that large coal deposits, in very accessible 
positions, exist on the Petchora, 


PROGRESS OF THE OFOTEN RalLWway. 
H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, under date 9th August 
last, reports to the Foreign Office on the progress of the Ofoten 
Railway, stating that Norwegian engineers were then already at 
work surveying the Norwegian portion of the line, for which pre- 
liininary survey, &c., the Storthing has voted 150,000 kroner. 

On the re-assembling of the Storthing the line chosen by the 
engineers will be submitted to the House, and if approved of, work 
will be commenced at once. Tenders for the delivery of materials 
required will be called for in due course. 

It is expected that the Norwegian portion of the line will be 
completed by the close of the year 1902, and will be opened for 
traffic at the beginning of the following year. 

The construction of this railway will form a direct line of com- 
munication from the west coast of Norway with Russia, thus 
affording to Russian merchant ships the use of an ice-free port for 
trade throughout the winter, when the Baltic is closed to naviga- 
tion, if they elect to avail themselves of it. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE MANUFACTURE OF GLUCOSE, &C., 
IN BELGIUM. 
A despatch, dated 3lst July last, has been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, enclosing copies of 
Royal Decrees bringing into force on and from the 15th August 
last, the Law of the 19th May last, respecting the manufacture of 
glucose, of syrups and of “invert” sugar. 

These decrees define the various points which, in that law, were 
left to the subsequent decision of the Government. 

Copies of the above may be seen at the Commercial Department 
of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


DECLINE IN THE Exports oF DutcH CHEESE TO ENGLAND. 


A despatch, dated 12th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
précis of a report which has been published of a meeting held at 
the Chamber of Commerce, at Leiden, to consider the causes of the 
decrease in the export of Dutch cheeses to England. 

The report in question states that four principal reasons are 
given for this decrease. 

In the first place it is attributed to severe competition on the 
part of Canada, arising from advantages owing to low prices 
of cattle in that country, cheap rate of land, less taxation, and 
cheaper wood, and so less expense for packing purposes. 

Secondly, to the fact that an inferior article is put into the 
English markets passing for Edam cheese, and of the same form 
and colour, but made from skimmed milk. 

Thirdly, because the British public have a preference for cheeses 
of the shape and taste of cheddar, while the London shopman 
prefers to buy this kind inasmuch as once cut there is a less 
tendency for the remainder to dry up quickly. 

Lastly, because of the high prices which Dutch cheese obtains in 
France, Germany, and the Netherland colonies, which operate as a 
reason for improvements not having been adopted to regain a lost 
market. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE GERMAN CEMENT Export TRADE. 


A report, dated 6th August last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, enclosing memo- 
randum on the export trade in German cement. 

The memorandum states that the growing importance of the 
export trade of German cement from all parts of the German 
Empire is illustrated by the latest official statistics, which show 
that the aggregate exportations of this article, which already in 
1894 had reached 7,110,701 cwts., amounted to 9,350,000 cwts. in 
the year 1897. 

‘The three seaports of Germany which do the largest export 
trade in German cement, and the exports from which, as will be 
seen from the following figures, represent about 75 per cent. of 
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the entire shipments from Germany, are Hamburg, Swinemunde 
(Stettin), and Bremen, viz. :— 
Exportations of German cement. 


From 1896, 1897. 

Cwts. Cwts. 
Swinemunde bed * 1,920,940 1,644,460 
Bremen ... oe oes 815,265 980,090 
All other parts of Germany... 2,659,883 2,050,531 

Total ose 9,150,000 9,350,000 


It will be seen that by far the most important German port of 
exportation for cement is Hamburg, and the development in this 
trade at that port has, indeed, been remarkable, especially during 
the year 1897. The preceding figures, referring to the year last 
mentioned, show that in 1897 the shipments from Hamburg 
amounted to-more than 50 per cent. of the aggregate exportations 
from Germany. It may be here observed that, though there are 
four or five cement factories in the vicinity of Hamburg (employing 
together about 3,000 workmen) which ship a certain proportion of 
their annual production to foreign countries, the larger share of 
the cement exported is stated to be derived from inland German 
factories. 

The prominent customer for German cement, as will be seen 
from the subjoined table, is the United States of America; and 
next to that country, Brazil, Australia, and Japan. A number of 
other oversea countries likewise consume a certain quantity of 
German cement; whilst to European countries the shipments are 
comparatively small, the chief European customers being Russia 
and Norway. 

Ezxportations of German cement from Hamburg. 


Countries to which 
exported, Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ Cwts. 

United States ...  ...| 1,852,706 183,154 | 2,178,587 196,739 
Brazil 586,975 55,637 480,529 44,538 
Australia... bes wud 382,169 31,837 523,004 42,434 
Japan 39,837 4,149 405,173 34,217 
90,225 9,054 161,643 15,281 
Cape Colony 69,168 6,107 173,367 15,172 
China ose 61,419 5,509 117,619 10,819 
Venezuela ... dems, deol 89,158 8,184 98,801 9,505 
East Africa... ono coe 63,037 5,955 98,459 8,826 
West Africa 2,966 60,452 5,890 
Dutch East Indies... ... 46,657 4,928 49,582 4,692 
36,111 3,172 44,058 3,752 
24,830 2,238 44,259 4,163 
Russia ose 53,986 4,814 107,418 9,324 
Norway 86,041 8,813 102,125 10,516 
All other countries... 240,707 . 23,965 229,843 

Total ... we «| 3,753,912 £360,482 4,874,919 £437,966 
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New Frenco StreamsHip Company. 


A — dated 6th August last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the Acting British Consul at Brest, reporting that a 
company has been formed at that place, under the name of 
“‘ Compagnie des Transports Maritimes de Paris 4 Brest.” 

The intention of the company is to establish a regular service 
from Paris-Rouen to Brest, and return to Paris, via Morlaix le 
Légué (Saint Brieuc), and St. Malo; and later on, a second line 
from Paris-Rouen to Cherbourg, Brest, and Lorient, calling at 
other ports if necessary. 

The three steamers for the purpose are nearly ready, and are of 
a special kind, so as to be of service on the sea, and on the river 
Seine, to the port of St. Nicolas (Quai du Louvre), Paris. 

Merchandise of all kinds will be carried to and from Paris, and 
it is stated that the freight will be 50 per cent. lower than by rail, 
which is rather heavy at present. 


SuGar Bounties IN FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a French Presidential Decree, with reference to the granting 
of sugar bounties as follows :— 

Article 1—The bounties, which from the Ist September, 1898, 
will be granted on home or French Colonial sugar, declared for 
exportation to other countries and French Colonies, not subject to 
the Metropolitan Customs Tariff, are fixed as follows :— 

Raw sugar in powder or small crystals, yielding at least 98 per 
cent. in the case of beetroot sugar or 97 per cent. for colonial 
sugars, calculated before the deduction for waste in refining, per 
100 kilogs. of refined sugar, 2°77 francs. (Sugars of this category 
liable to duty and exported direct by the manufacturer himself, 
when they polarise at least 99°75 per cent., will be calculated 
according to their gross weight as refined sugars, without any 
deduction whatsoever.) 

Raw sugar yielding from 65 per cent. to 98 per cent. in the case 
of beetroot sugar, or from 65 per cent. to 97 per cent. in the case 
of colonial sugars, per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar, 2°42 francs. 

Candied sugars calculated at their legal coefficient, refined 
sugars in loaves or pieces, perfectly refined, hard, and dry, per 
100 kilogs. (net weight), 3-11 francs. 

“ Vergeoises,” per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar, 3°11 francs. 
Refined sugar in powder or crystals, yielding at least 98 per cent. 
per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar, 2°77 francs. (When the sugars of 
this last category polarise at least 99°75 per cent., they will be 
considered as pure refined sugars, and certificates of exportation 
admitted in the discharge of the obligations for temporary 
admission for their whole weight, without any deduction 
whatever.) 
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THE New FrencH TO AMERICA. 


' A report, dated 18th August last, has been received at the Forei 
Office from the Acting British Consul at Brest, stating that the 
laying of the new transatlantic cable between France and North 
America, was terminated on the 16th August, on which day 
messages were sent from Brest to Cape Cod (Massachusetts). The 
length of the cable is 3,165 nautical miles, and is said to be the 
longest in existence. 

The Compagnie Frangaise des Cables Télégraphiques are the 
owners of the cable. 


FEES AT PORTUGUESE CONSULATES. 


A despatch, dated 11th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting copy of the 
table of consular fees tq be taken at the Portugese Consulates and 
their dependencies, annexed to the Law of the 5th May last. This 
table, which is too long to quote in extenso, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between the hours of 1] a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


COMPLETION OF THE: BARCELONA Dock. 


A report, dated 8th August last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office trom the Acting British Consul at Barcelona, stating that 
the third and last section of the Barcelona floating dock has been 
successfully launched. 

The Chief Engineer of the port stated that the dock would not 
be finished and open to the public before April of -next year, or 
six months after the contracted time. 


Tue Pustic SLAUGHTER-HousE aT NapPLEs. 


H.M. Consul at Naples, reporting on the public abattoir of that 
city, states that the foreign system of having a recognised 
slaughter-house for the whole town, as compared with the system 
of licensing individual slaughter-houses, has many obvious sanitary 
advantages, and the question of adopting the Continental plan has 
no doubt occurred to many British towns. The abattoir at Naples 
stands on the outskirts of the town, and with its yards, ranges of 
sheds, and slaughter-houses covers, perhaps, 2 acres of land. The 
scale of its operations will be understood from the following account 
of the business done in the past year (1897). The animals 
slaughtered there were 231,473, comprising 19,083 bovine, 22,935 
calves, 31,140 pigs, and 158,315 sheep. p 

The animals buried as being unfit for human food were 92 bovine, 
27 sheep, and 113 pigs, and besides this 6,202 parts of animals 
condemned by the inspectors for various reasons were also buried. 
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This goes far to show that a careful inspection is carried out, and 
for this purpose there can be nothing better than centralisation. 
The general attention to cleanliness, disposal of refuse, and so on, 
is further greatly facilitated, and the removal of so noxious a trade 
from the vicinity of dwelling-houses is in itself a point not to be 
overlooked, In the case of a city whose annual meat consumption 
amounts to nearly 500,000 head of cattle, it is obvious that the 
public health under the English system is largely at the mercy of 
comparatively inexperienced persons—persons, moreover, whose 
interest it is to sell the meat they have slaughtered, whether it is 
fit for human food or not; whereas by the foreign system the cattle 
are so brought together that they can easily be submitted to the 
inspection of disinterested experts. 

The revenue of the establishment last year amounted to 830,000 
lire (33,200/.), and the business was conducted by 438 officials, 
whose united salaries amounted to 39,039 lire (1,562.).—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, 2173). ’ 


SICILIAN FRUIT TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATEs IN BRITISH 
VESSELS. 

A despatch dated 19th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, stating that, during 
the month of July, 1898, eight steam vessels were employed in the 
green fruit trade, between Sicily and the United States, of which 
six, with a tonnage of 11,415 tons, were under the British flag. 

The total number of cases of green fruit exported amounted to 
121,794, of which 90,756 were carried on British bottoms. 

Of the total exported, 94,216 cases were shipped from Palermo, 
and 27,578 from Messina. 

Compared with last year the totals stand as follows :— 


Palermo. Messina. 
July, 1897 ... ie 221,959 cases 22,368 cases 
July, 1898 ... 94,216 ,, 27,578 ,, 


New CoALFIELDS IN BULGARIA. 


A despatch, dated 2nd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
stating that coal has recently been found in the Balkans near 
Trevna, south of Tirnovo, which is said to be equal in quality to 
the best Welsh coal. 

Several preliminary concessions for exploring the coal-field have 
been granted, but no concession for actually working it has yet 
been given. 

The district can easily be brought into railway communication 
with the line now in course of construction between Rustchuk 
and Tirnovo. 

Samples of the coal and of the coke from it were forwarded with 
the above despatch, and have been sent by the Foreign Office to 
the Cardiff Chamber of Commerce. 
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LITHOGRAPHIC STONE QUARRIES IN BULGARIA. 

A despatch, dated 2nd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
reporting that lithographic stone, said to be of excellent quality, 
“4 been discovered at Negoshevo, in the Balkans, not far from 
Sofia. 

Messrs. Popoff and Company, the concessionaires of the quarry, 
not having sufficient capital to work it to advantage, especially the 
lower strata, where the best quality is found, are in negotiation 
with a German company, and hope, when funds have been 
provided, to produce annually about 800 waggon loads of the 
stone. 


LAW REGULATING ExECUTION FoR DEBT IN SERVIA. 


A Report, dated 29th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Legation at Belgrade, stating that, in order to 
remove what is generally admitted to be a standing reproach to 
the administration of justice, and to improve the commercial credit 
of the country, the Government has just carried through the 
Skupshtina a Bill to reform the Law of Civil Process, in which it 
is enacted that all orders issued by a Servian court for the 
sequestration of debtors’ property shall be carried out by the police 
on the day of issue, or on the following day at latest in cases 
where the property to be sequestrated is situated at a considerable 
distance. 

The value of the property to be sequestrated must amount to 
half as much again as the whole of the creditor’s claim, and the 
valuers by whom the debtor’s property is assessed are rendered 
persoaally responsible for the correctness of their estimates. The 
latter is a most necessary and salutary provision as it has been of 
common occurrence that debtors and irresponsible valuers have 
played into each other’s hands to defeat the rights of creditors. 

Inventories of property on which execution is ordered are to be 
made by three valuers appointed by the authorities, and refusal to 
undertake the office, or any irregularity in carrying out its duties, 
is punishable by a fine of from 20 to 100 dinars (dinar = 94d.) 
Neither State nor municipal officials may be appointed. 

Except by the consent of the creditor, property under decree of 
execution may not remain in the hands of the debtor, but must be 
assigned to a trustee to be chosen by the creditor or by the 
executive authorities. Refusal to act as a trustee entails liability 
to a fine of from 50 to 100 dinars. 

The intervals of time to be allowed between the publication of 
the Courts’ decree and the sale of a debtor’s property are as 
follows :— 

1. Fifteen days where the value of the property does not exceed 
one thousand dinars. 

. 2. Thirty days where the value of the property exceeds one 
thousand dinars. 
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Execution can only be arrested by consent of the creditor, or, 
where there is more than one, by the consent of all the creditors 
together. 

Public officials through whose negligence or fault a sequestra- 
tion or execution is not carried out as provided by this law, shall 
be punished by stoppage of from fifteen days’ to three months’ 
salary; they are, moreover, responsible for all losses or damage 
occasioned through their fault. This provision also applies to 
officials on the staff of the “ Official Gazette” who contribute in 
any way to delay or hinder the issue of notices respecting the sale 
of a debtor’s property. 


FALLING OFF IN GERMAN TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 10th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, reporting 
that the German statistics of foreign trade for the first six months 
of 1898 show a considerable falling off of German exports to the 
United States. The “Cologne Gazette” of the 6th August 
attributes this in part to the Spanish-American war, but chiefly to 
the Dingley tariff and the differential treatment of German sugar. 

The Prussian Chambers of Commerce, and especially those 
whose districts are largely interested in exportation to America, 
have collected opinions as to the advisability of retaliation ; but the 
result has been that not only importers of American goods, but 
even the exporters, who are actually suffering, have declared them- 
selves opposed to a customs war, on the ground that a further rise 
in the American duties against Germany. would annihilate trade 
between the two countries, and would not only give to England 
and France, Germany’s chief competitors, a firmer hold on the 
American market, but would lead to the development of a number 
of industries in the United States which would be able to hold 
their own against German competition in future. 

According to information which has reached the ‘‘ Magdeburger 
Zeitung,” German raw sugar, which in consequence of the Dingley 
tariff had ceased to be imported into the United States since 
November of last year, was again imported to the value of 
79,196 dols. in April. Since then it has been slowly increasing, 
but is still far behind former years. The importation might have 
been greater had German exporters realised more generally that 
raw sugar under 90 per cent., which receives no bounty, is not 
subject to the surtax of the Dingley tariff, and it is probable that 
a good deal of the sugar actually imported was under 90 per cent., 
and was unduly charged with the surtax. 


Auren Act or U.S.A. 


A report, dated 3rd May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Chicagoftransmitting copy of the 
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Alien Act passed by the Illinois State General Assembly on the 
13th April, 1897, and approved on 24th May the same year. 

This Act, a copy of which may be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., regulates the 
right of aliens to hold real and personal estate, ratifies and confirms 
titles derived through and under aliens, protects the titles of 
citizens from forfeiture, and limits the time for recovery of land 
derived by citizens through or under aliens. 


New Custom at VERA CrUvz. 


A report, dated 1st August last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, stating that the Custom 
House, or fiscal pier, is so far finished that it is now in use. This 
pier is 580 feet long, 80 feet broad, and has 28 feet of water along- 
side at low tide. 

The West India and Pacific Steamship’s Company’s boat “ 'Tam- 
pican,” of 3,126 net tons register, 430 feet long, and drawing 
21 feet 3 inches aft and 17 feet 6 inches forward, arrived on the 
30th July last, and moored alongside this pier, where she discharged 
her cargo. © 

It is possible, also, for another vessel to be discharged alongside 
on the opposite side at the same time. 

With the exception of coasting boats and colliers and vessels 
with materials for the port works that have for some time been 
able to discharge alongside the railroad companies’ piers and that 
of Messrs. 8. Pearson and Son, this is the first time ships have 
been able to thus discharge general merchandise, and it should be 
noted that the first ship to come alongside of the new customs pier 
is the largest that visits Vera Cruz. 

The Consul adds that this new departure is a matter of great 
importance to the port, and opens up many possibilities for the 
quicker and more convenient despatch of vessels; but it remains, 
however, to be seen how far the advantages thus obtained will be 
facilitated by customs regulations. ; 


TRADE WITH BENADIR (East AFRICA). 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rome, transmitting copy of an extract 
from the “Italie,” giving gome details respecting trade with 
Benadir. This is stated to be in a satisfactory condition, the 
value of the imports during the financial year 1896-97 having 
amounted to 458,032 thalers (54,963/.), and the exports to 
458,495 thalers (55,019/.), 

The revised convention with the Benadir Company, . which 
defined the Italian boundary in Somaliland, was, it appears, laid 
before the Chamber, but could not be discussed before the close of 
the session, 
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Hints To TRADERS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC. 


__ The British Vice-Consul at Tonga, reporting to the Foreign 
Office on the trade of the Western Pacific, says that quantity and 
not quality is what the people of the islands want, and British 
manufacturers must, if they wish to retain the Western Pacific 
or any other market, make things of the quality their customers 
wish to have, instead of sending goods which they consider their 
clients should, if they are sensible, require ; no one doubts that in 
the lines in which British manufacturers are being gradually sup- 
planted by their German and French competitors in many markets, 
the British article is better than theirs, and lasts much longer, but 
in Tonga, for instance, it is not considered the thing to go two 
Sundays running to church in the same garments; on Tongan 

ala days, such, for example, as the king’s birthday, constitution 

y, the king’s coronation, and such like, sports of all sorts are 

organised, at which nearly the whole population attends. It is at 
these that the lads and lasses like to look well and newly dressed, 
and if they are able to appear in a good outfit for the day they do 
not in the least care if it tumbles to pieces next morning, as its 
work is done. That is why nothing but the cheapest things find 
acceptance in Tonga, and why the French and German goods find 
favour. It can easily be conceived, therefore, that well-made 
lasting British goods do not fill the required conditions either in 
quality or price ; they last too long, and it is in this way that, 
especially in drapery, British manufacturers must alter their tactics, 
and manufacture showy rubbish for those who wish to buy it, if 
they do not want to let their foreign competitors oust them from 
the market. 
_ Then, again, in ironmongery, the Tongan does not believe in 
working harder than necessary, and there are very few trees there 
which require a man to swing a full-sized axe to get through; 
they prefer a three-quarter axe, and all those in the market are 
American, retailed at from 3s. 6d. to 5s. Surely it is not beyond 
the capacity of the British manufacturer to make an axe that can 
be sold at the same price ; but, of course, if they never take the 
trouble to send a traveller to see what is required in each market 
they cannot be expected to know. 

Again, every householder possesses a dray. An ideal cart for 
the country would be a light cart up to half a ton with broad- 
tyred wheels, for the roads are soft ; hitherto nothing but the heavy 
colonial dray has made its appearance, which is far too heavy for 
the average Tongan horse. Almost every man and boy has a 12 
or 14-inch so-called butcher’s knife, which are hardly ever used 
for “cutting” but always for “chopping” saplings and light 
timber, and for turning the meat out of the cocoanut shells. These 
knives are flattened at the hand end, and two pieces of wood, one 
on each side, are either screwed or riveted through corresponding 
holes in the iron; this constitutes the handle which would, no 
doubt, last for a long time if the knife were only used for cutting, 
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but as it is, after sometimes an hour’s work, the handle splits, or 
the screws come out and nothing remains to take hold of but the 
flat iron which soon induces a sore hand. Could not the makers 
devise some plan by which the handle would be homogeneous with 
the knife, which must not have a sharp point but a rounded one, as 
otherwise the point sticks in the shell of the cocoanut when 
turning out the meat. 

The Vice-Consul concludes his report as follows :— 

“T have gonea good deal into detail in these matters, but other- 
wise how can the- manufacturer know what is required, for 
although the Consulate is inundated with price-lists, &c., to the 
shame of the British manufacturer be it said, that no traveller 
from Great Britain has been to Tonga in the last 11 years.” 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2174.) 


Customs Receipts In Uruauay. 


A despatch, dated 19th July last, has been. received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, enclosing extract 
from the ‘Montevideo Times,” according to which the total 
customs receipts for the first six months of 1896, 1897 and 1898 
(those for the present year being uncorrected totals and therefore 
somewhat below the mark) were as follows :— 


$ 
1896 ... wee 5,535,402 
1897 ... wid 4,290,121 


The present year, therefore, not only shows an enormous 
recovery on the year of revolution 1897, but also compares well 
with 1896, the first half of which was regarded as fairly prosperous 
commercially. 


Customs Duties IN MONTEVIDEO. 


A further despatch, dated 8th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, stating that 
the customs receipts at that port for the month of July amounted 
to $1,005,007 (218,8311.), a remarkably high figure considering 
that not only is business just now very slack, but also July is one 
of the dullest months in the year. 

Increased importation is the cause of this unusual augmentation, 
as the figures under this head are $916,359 (195,000/.) as against 
$583,000 (124,040/.) for the corresponding month of last year, the 
truth being that merchants have been clearing goods in large 
quantities from the Custom House during July in order to escape 
the additional 24 per cent. import duty which came into force on 
the Ist August. ; 
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XIX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Tue Betrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” whilst no striking change 
took place in any department, the tendency towards improvement 
was more marked in July than for a considerable time back. 

European markets were buying fairly well and with the exception 
of Spain there was little cause for complaint. According to the 
official figures, the value of the exports for July to France showed 
an improvement of 11 per cent., to Italy an improvement of 38 per 
cent., and to Germany a decrease of nearly 5 per cent., compared with 
the same month last year. In the case of Spain the falling off was 
over 73 per cent. 

With Canada a very encouraging trade was done; with Australia 
a slight improvement took place, but exports to the foreign West 
Indies fell to under 1,0001. for the month, and in the case of the 
Philippine Islands no return at all is made by the Board of Trade. 


Kew GARDENS BULLETIN. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Director of the 
Royal Gardens at Kew a copy of the Official Bulletin for August, 
1898. The number contains a summary by Mr. Biffen, Demon- 
strator in Botany at Cambridge University, of what is already 
known regarding the coagulation of rubber milk, and, in addition, 
information as to Kendir fibre, the carob. tree and new orchids, and 
notes of miscellaneous interest are also given. 


GERMAN MACHINERY IN RvussIA. 


The United States Consul at Chemnitz reports that Russia is 
the best buyer of machinery from Germany. In 1897, however, 
exports of machinery to that country decreased. This year a 
favourable reaction is being recorded in exports to Russia as well 
as in shipments of machinery in general. In the quarter, January 
to April, there were exported 36,696 double centners (220 pounds) 
in locomotives, against 33,167 double centners for the same period 
in 1897. Cast-iron machines amounted to 405,904 double centners 
in 1898, against 347,910 double centners in 1897, and wrought- 
iron machines to 87,054 double centners in 1898, against 64,596 
in 1897. The export of locomotives has not increased, thus far, 
in 1898, over the same period of 1897; but cast-iron and 
wrought-iron machines have, the former reaching 84,000 double 
centners, the latter advancing from 9,160 double centners in 1897 
to 16,895 double centners in 1898. Belgium, Denmark, Austria- 
Hungary, and Roumania bought largely of locomotives; and the 
Transvaal, Dutch India, France, England, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
Sweden, and Switzerland were among Germany’s customers for 
machinery. 
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TraDE oF ITALY. 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” publishes particulars of the 
Foreign Trade of Italy for the first seven months of 1898 as 
compared with a similar period of 1897, founded on statistics 
issued by the Italian Customs, from which it appears that the 
value of the imports into Italy, exclusive of precious metals, for 
the period January to July, 1898, amounted to 32,095,0001. as 
compared with 26,875,000/. in 1897—an increase of 5,220,0001. 

The exports were valued at 26,615,0001., showing an increase of 
2,000,000/. as compared with the value for the first seven months 
of 1897. 

In the imports, the principal increases were in cereals and other 
vegetable products (4,914,000/.), and in minerals and raw cotton, 
the chief decrease being in the value of the silk imported. In 
the exports, the chief increases are in silk (1,331,000/.) and in 
cotton, while decreases are found under the headings of spirits, 
beverages, and oils, and of vegetable fibres other than cotton, such 
as hemp, jute, &c.. 


DEPRESSED CONDITION OF THE TRANSVAAL. 


According to the Transvaal Treasury returns for the three 
months ended 31st March, 1898, the falling-off in the Customs 
receipts for that period, as compared with the first quarter of 1897, 
amounted to 87,4811. Transfer dues show a decrease of 35,8551., 
prospecting licences of 33,5111., and diggers’ licences of 2,1931. 

The expenditure for the quarter was 692,763/., as against 
749,7261. during the corresponding quarter of 1897. 

The unsatisfactory condition of the country is further illustrated 
by the fact that during the three months ended 31st March, 133 
passages were booked home at the Union Company’s Office in 
Pretoria, as compared with 64 in a similar period of 1897, 
of which 84 per cent. were third class, as compared with 34 per 
cent. in the preceding period. 

Last year, being Jubilee year, attracted a number of visitors to 
England ; but, notwithstanding this, the number of persons who 
have left the Transvaal for Europe this year has hitherto more 
than doubled the statistics of 1897. The third-class passengers 
are, it is stated nearly all artizans, of all nationalities, who are 
leaving owing to the stagnation of building and other enterprises, 
and this, although Pretoria is not, like Johannesburg, dependent 
on the rise and fall of mining speculation. 

As many as 200 destitute white men were for weeks supplied 
with a free meal daily at Johannesburg by the proprietor of a 
well-known circus, pee numbers of poor burghers at Krugersdrop 


are'prostrated by fever and starvation. In the same district the 
Eastleigh Mine has lately been closed down. 


. 
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In the Pietersburg district the mortality from fever and want of 
proper attention has been very great. The number of deaths 
among the natives in the locations was recently estimated at 
‘between eight and nine thousand, and the white inhabitants have 
also suffered very severely. ' 


ComMMERCIAL MusEuM IN MapaGascar. 


The “ Politique Coloniale” announces that a permanent com- 
mercial museum has been established at Antananarivo, the capital 
of Madagascar, but that only articles of French origin will be 
admitted for exhibition. 

Articles may be exhibited for the space of one year, and if not 
claimed at the end of that period will become the property of the 
museum. 


Exports OF Pic IRON FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


The following table, published in the “Iron Age,” shows the 
countries to which pig iron was exported from the United States 
in the year 1897, giving the quantity and value in each case :— 


Exports of Pig Iron from the United States in 1897. 


To. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. & 

Austria Hungary... 11,513 31,628 
Germany abs ove 41,767 96,761 
United Kingdom... 91,196 209,275 
Quebec, Ontario, &e. ... Jeo 18,822 46,846 
All other places 23,175 76,898 
Total ... a 262,686 £681,043 


PROJECTED RaiLways IN 


The United States Consul at Cape Haytien reports that plans 
are being perfected for beginning, within the next two months, the 
construction of a line of narrow gauge railway from Cape Haytien 
to La Grande-Riviére du Nord, a point situated about 18 miles to 
the north-east. The capital stock is 93,750/., and the estimated 


* Chiefly in transit to Belgium and Germany. 
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cost 52,0001. The syndicate projecting the enterprise has already 
_ subscribed 5,000/., while 675 shares, at 1001. a share, are open to 
general subscription, with a guaranteed interest by the Government 
of 8 per cent. The material, the contract for which has not yet 
been awarded, is to be purchased wholly in the United States. 

Some of the gentlemen composing the syndicate are at present 
ministers of the Government, some ex-ministers, and other business 
men of prominence and standing. 

In the articles of incorporation, the Government grants to 
Messrs. Cincinnatus Leconte and Blanc Eusébe, the former at 
present Minister of the Interior and Public Works, the exclusive 
privilege of constructing the road in question, the concession to 
last for a period of sixty years. All articles and material necessary 
for the work are to be admitted free of duty. The Government 
grants to the concessionaries, for a period of thirty years, the tolls 
of an iron bridge, which is to be the terminus of the road at Cape 
Haytien ; and also the public lands in the districts of Cape Haytien 
and Grande-Riviére along the route. 

The country through which the road is to pass is a beautiful 
and fertile plain, adapted to the cultivation of all the peculiar 
products of the island, and is said to be specially suited to the 
growth of the banana. The roads at present traversing the region 
are in very poor condition, and in wet weather are well-nigh 
impassable, entailing great hardships upon the peasant producers 
in getting their produce to the markets. The transportation 
methods are very primitive. The donkey is the universal beast of 
burden, and, although it is in general a dwarf species, it is made 
to do all the work that is generally imposed upon horses. Not. 
only the great bulk of vegetables, fruit, coffee, gnd cocoa is brought 
to the market by donkeys, but they carry almost all the immense 
amount of logwood and logwood roots shipped from this country. 

In such a country and under such conditions, a railroad is not 
only a prime necessity, but must work a sort of industrial revolu- 
tion. Itis expected by its projectors that it will stimulate produc- 
tion to an unprecedented extent by giving the industrious 
peasantry the benefit of rapid transit and modern market facilities, 
thus becoming at once a profitable investment and a substantial 
public improvement. 


THE LADRONE ARCHIPELAGO, 


The islands forming the Ladrones are, according to a writer in a 
New York newspaper, Farallon de Pajaros, an active voleano 1,000 
feet in height; a group of three rocky islets known as the Urracas ; 
Assumption, a partially active volcanic peak 2,848 feet in height ; 
Agrigan, seven miles in length, mountainous, and the northernmost 
inhabited island; Pagan, having three active cones, and peopled 
by a few natives; the uninhabited islands of Alamagan, Guguan, 
Sariguan, Anataxan, and Farallon de Medinilla; Saipan, fifteen 


j 
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miles long, fertile, and having about 1,000 inhabitants; Tinian, 
originally possessing 30,000 inhabitants, and now a place of 
segregation for lepers, with a population of 300; Aguijan, of no 
importance ; Rota, with 500 inhabitants; and Guam. 

. Guam, or Guajan, the southernmost and largest of the islands 
is thirty-two miles long and has a population of about 9,000, 
two-thirds of whom are in Agana, and nearly all the rest upon the 
seaboard, the country inland being almost without inhabitants. 
Agana, the capital, is also a convict settlement. It is beautifully 
clean, and possesses good government officials, a hospital, schools, 
and a church. The Spanish residents have usually numbered 
about 20, and the regular soldiery about 200. The militia, com- 
prising about all the male population, is commanded by native 
officers. The civil government is similar to that of the Philippines. 
Postal communication has been quarterly. 

When first discovered the Ladrones had a population of about 
60,000. Not one of the original race survives, and the islands are 
peopled chiefly by Tagals and Bisayans from the Philippines, 
mixed descendants of South American Indians, a colony of 
Carolina islanders who founded Garapan in the island of Saipan, 
and numerous Chamorro-Spanish half-breeds. The census of 1888 
reports a population of 6,476 in Agana, and a total of 10,172 in 
all the islands, 5,034 being males and 5,138 females. There are 
eighteen schools in the Island of Guam. Only 10 per cent. of the 
Ladrone islanders are unable to read or write. Spanish is the 
recognised language; but many of the natives speak a little 
English. The climate is good and equable; seventy degrees to 
eighty degrees Fahrenheit is the range of the thermometer. 


Export oF CoFFEE FROM Costa RICA. 


The following particulars as to the exports of coffee from Costa 
Rica, as published by the Director of Statistics of that Republic, 
are given in the “Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” for 28th August 
last 

Exports of Coffee from Costa Rica in 1897-98. 


Route. Bags. Kilogs, 

To New York by Atlas Line — aoe rit 94,075 5,084,787 
», England by Royal Mail Line... one és 80,358 4,166,064 
By Lyon & Cox line - eve wes ove cod 52,983 2,882,113 
» the German line 45,731 2,567,717 
» the French line... 18,829 1,056,251 
» other lines 5,515 328,257 
Total ose 297,491 16,085,191 


The above figures show an increase of about 2,000 bags as 
compared with 1896-97, and of 6,000 bags as compared with 
1895-96. 
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MunicipaL LIcENSES IN SHANGHAI. 


The “North China Herald” publishes an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Municipal Council of Shanghai, giving a table 
showing a comparative summary of license fees issued for June, 
1898, as compared with June, 1897. 

From this it appears that there were 1,513 opium-shops and 
stores licensed for June, 1898, as against 1,510 for June, 1897 ; 
385 tea-shops (370 for June, 1897); 117 pawn-shops (115) ; 36 
theatres, concerts, &c. (29); 30 slaughter-houses (28); 6 wine- 
shops, restaurants, &c. (1); 4,179 jinricshas were licensed for June, 
1898, as compared with 4,242 for June, 1897. 

The total amount paid for licenses for the six months ended 
80th June, 1898, was 146,159 dols., as against 119,619 dols. for a 
similar period of 1897. 


Foreign Lines oF THE Nippon YUSEN KalIsHA. 


The vernacular journals of Japan state that the ships of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha engaged on foreign lines are as follow:— 


European Line Ae ..- 10 ships 62,129 tons. 
(two sailings per month). 
American Line 8 ships 11,918 ,, 


(one and two sailings in alternate months). 
Australian Line ... ships 7,159 
(one and two sailings in alternate months). 
Bombay Line ...  S8ships 
(two sailings per month). 
Shanghai Line .. 98 ships 7,688 ,, 
. (four sailings per month). 


Total... _ ... 22 ships 99,571 tons. 


It is further expected that during the course of the present year 
the steamers on the European Line will be augmented by the 
“ Sado Maru,” and the “ Hitachi Maru.” 


JAPANESE TRADE WITH INDIA. 


The Japanese Consul at Bombay, in a report quoted in the 
“ Japan Weekly Mail,” stated that, with regard to imports from 
Japan, the staples most popular at Bombay consist of matches, 
silk textiles, umbrellas, camphor, peppermint, &c., together with 
lacquer wares, fancy matting, bamboo screens, and other mis- 
cellaneous articles. 

Amongst these commodities, however, matches present the most 
hopeful prospect. Prior to the war between Japan and China, 
matches were chiefly imported from Switzerland, the Japanese 
manufactures imported amounting in value to only 100,000 rupees. 
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The export of matches from Japan since the war has rapidly 
increased, the figures now aggregating about a million rupees, and 
Swiss manufactures have been virtually driven out of the market. 

Piece goods are also in great demand, being chiefly used for 
ladies’ costumes. The number of umbrellas imported every year 
does not fall short of 200,000, the retail price of each being 14 
rupees ; but the reputation of this commodity has been consider- 
ably impaired by coarse manufacture, and imports from London 
are gradually replacing the Japanese manufactures, on account of 
their stability, though the price is much higher. Japanese 
umbrellas, according to the Consul, are better than those from 
London in regard to the stuff used for them, but in all other 
respects are far inferior, and he recommends manufacturers to 
direct attention to this point. 


JAPANESE RAILWAYS IN 1897. 


According to the “ Indian and Eastern Engineer,” the growth 
of railways in Japan has been very great in recent years. 
According to the latest statistics, 1,874 miles of private and 
631 miles of Government Railways were open to traffic in Japan in 
1897, and considerable extensions were being carried out and being 
proposed. 


Imports OF MACHINERY INTO JAPAN. 


The “Indian and Eastern Engineer,” states that imports of 
machinery of all kinds into Japan have almost doubled in 1897, 
and it is a matter of interest that there is no longer such a demand 
for imitations of foreign machines, manufacturers having discovered 
that the cheapness was only apparent. 

The following table shows the value of the imports of machinery 
into Japan for the years 1895 and 1897 :— 


1895. 1897. 
Yen. Yen. 
Locomotives ... wig 1,163,694 4,255,616 
Sewing machines 51,569 104,848 
Electric dynamos pa 311,016 1,092,464 
Mining machinery _... bes 71,506 317,956 
Paper-making machinery ... ths o 48,897 753,995 
Spinning machinery ... ab 1,896,195 5,401,701 


Much of the new plant has not yet come into operation, but 
when it does it must tend to diminish the demand for the 
manufactured product. Spinning machinery increased last year 
by about 70 per cent. over 1896, the figures being 562,6761.— 
$27,2891. At the end of the year the number of spindles in 
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actual operation was 781,619 and the average profit per spindle 
was 1°74 yen, only about half as much as for the corresponding 
period of the previous year. It would appear as if the Japanese 
were pushing the cotton industry too much, not only for the 
demands of their country, but also for their probable foreign trade. 
The sudden development of industry has not only raised the price 
‘of labour, but also of coal and other raw materials, and labour 
problems are becoming almost as common in Japan as in Europe 
or America. 


Evectric RarLway In SEOUL. 


A correspondent of the “ Railway Age,” writing on the street 
railway now in course of construction in the capital of Corea, says 
that the railway in question is a small electric street railway of 
about six miles in length, running from the west gate through the 
city of Sedul and out at the east gate to the Imperial Graves. The 
exact population of Sedul is unknown, owing to the many diffi- 
culties that existed when the census was taken; but it is some- 
where between 450,000 and 700,000, and, of course, an electric 
street railway marks an epoch in the history of Corea, being a 
lightning jump from the present mode of transportation, viz., by 
means of covered sedan chairs carried by two, four, six or eight 
men, according to the rank and means of the passenger, which has 
been in effect for perhaps four thousand years, to one of rapid and 
open transportation upon a modern street railway, the rails and 
fastenings for which are already on their way from Chicago. 

The Sedul Electric Railway Company was organised by some of 
the principal native residents of Sedul, and the stock of the com- — 
pany is entirely owned by Coreans. 


TRADE OF CANADA IN 1897—98. 


The “ Canadian Gazette ” says that Canada’s imports during the 
fiscal year 1897-98 amounted in value to 140,305,950 dollars, and 
the exports to 159,485,770 dollars. As compared with the previous 
year, the imports increased by 21,000,000 dollars, and the exports 
by 25,482,000 dollars. The duty collected amounted to 21,956,059 
dollars, as against 19,891,996 dollars. 

From Great Britain Canada took goods to the value of 32,827,000 
dollars, as against 29,328,000 dollars in 1897. The exports to 
Great Britain have also increased, but not proportionately to the 
increase in imports from the Mother Country. This state of 
things, however, will’ no doubt be corrected by the operation of 
the preferential tariff, which is now in full force. The value of the 
exports to Great Britain was 104,787,000 dollars, leaving a balance 
in Canada’s favour of 71,960,000 dollars. 

This condition of things is reversed in the trade of Canada with 
the United States. Canada took from the United States goods to 
the value of 86,587,000 dollars and sent in return goods to the 
value of 41,122,000 dollars. 
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TRADE OF THE CaPE. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the 
value of the imports into the colony for the six months ended 
30th June, 1898, including specie, amounted to 8,074,3371., as 
compared with 9,084,038/. for the corresponding period of 1897. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the six months 
ended 30th June, 1898, including bullion and specie, was 
12,337,3431., as compared with 10,344,7311. for a like period 
in 1897. 


Ture TRADE OF NATAL. 


The “Natal Mercury” publishes the following table from 
statistics supplied by the Collector of Customs, showing the value 
of the imports into and exports from the colony of Natal for the 
six months ended June 30th, 1898, as compared with the corres- 
ponding period of 1897 :— 


6 months, 6 months, 
1898. 1897, 
£ gz 
Imports 2,438,994 3,150,826 
Exports—Colonial ... 605,248 460,117 
a Non-Colonial 381,462 476,157 
Total trade 3,425,704 4,087,100 


GOLD IN 

The “‘ South African Trade Review” says that it is gratifying to 
find that a start—a very modest one—has been made towards a 
Rhodesia gold output. There has been brought into Bulawayo 
sixty ounces of gold the result of the first crushing of the Golden 
West property. Now that a commencement has been made it is 
to be hoped that this sixty ounces will grow into hundreds and 
thousands, and that Rhodesia may turn out to be a gold-producing 
country of importance. Meanwhile another discovery of mineral 
wealth has been made north of Salisbury, where a rich strike of 
copper has been come upon by a party of prospectors, and 
arrangements have been made for the effective development of the 


Propuction or ButTerR AND CHEESE IN NEw SovutH WALES. 


. The production of butter in New South Wales in the season 
ended on 31st March last, reached, according to the Melbourne 
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“ Journal of Commerce,” 29,409,966 lbs., of which 23,713,509 lbs. 
were made in factories. The output was the largest on record, 
and whereas the proportion of factory made in 1893-4 was but 
60 per cent., it is now 80 per cent. Of the total made, 6,526,673 
lbs. were exported, valued at 258,7251., being largely in excess of 
the previous year. The production of cheese is declining, the total 
for 1897-8 being 3,937,168 lbs., as against 4,019,844 Ibs. for the 
preceding period. 


XX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—A meeting of the Blackburn Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on Ang. 81 last, the President, Mr. Henry 
Harrison, J.P., being in the chair. The Secretary, Mr. Watson, 
reported the receipt of a full report of the evidence taken on the 
question of national wheat stores. 

A communication was read from Mr. R. S. Grundy, Hon. Secre- 
tary of the China Association, enclosing a copy of a letter which 
had been addressed by the association to Lord Salisbury, with the 
especial object of calling attention to the urgency of defining 
more precisely the nature and extent of our interests in the 
Yangtze region. The letter, which is a lengthy one, states 
that with regard to tariff revision, the intimation which the 
Chinese Government had given of its intention to demand “ revi- 
sion of the tariff and of the commercial articles,” in accordance 
with Article XXVII. of the Treaty of Tientsin, was not unex- 
pected. ‘The probability was noted in the letter which the associa- 
tion had the honour to address to his lordship on Nov, 2, 1896, 
when it was admitted that “‘ from a combination of various causes, 
including currency changes, the actual duty collected under a 
nominal 5 per cent. standard does not exceed 3} to 4 per cent.” 
The Chinese were fully entitled, therefore, to a revision of the 
scale paid in 1858. They would have to give as well as take, but 
the broad result would be in their favour. Dilating upon the 
question of railways, the letter stated that it was one of supreme 
moment, and no one interested in the Far East could view without 
anxiety the international rivalry to which it was giving rise. 
That might be immaterial if the rivalry were solely financial. 
Under a Government sufficiently strong to maintain autonomy it 
mattered little who made railways; the essential thing was to get 
them made. But the Government of China was politically help- 
less, and it was impossible to banish apprehension that railways 
constructed by foreign States, under State auspices, with State 
aid, might be expected in the near future to constitute territorial 
claims. ‘Two ways of abating the risk appeared possible. China 
might be encouraged and helped to assert her right of sovereignty ; 


D 


346 PROCEEDINGS OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. [Sept. 1898, 


or spheres of interest from which alien enterprise should be 
excluded might be defined. It would be immeasurably preferable 
that important trunk lines should be made by China herself— 
with foreign capital, because foreign capital was necessary—but 
by foreign capital attracted, as it might be attracted, by 
provisions for foreign management under Chinese control and 
Chinese guarantee. Failing such methods, however, the associa- 
tion ventured to suggest that Parliament might be invited to 
protect British interests by a British guarantee. 

A resolution which had recently been passed by the Worcester 
Chamber of Commerce with regard to British trade with China 
was also read.—Mr. H. F. Hibbert (Chorley) said the Blackburn 
Chamber had for the last ten years taken the greatest interest in 
the trade, and had pushed their ideal forward. They would 
proceed on the old lines, because China as a market was of more 
importance to Lancashire than to any other part of the world. 

’ The President said he was pleased to see that the Worcester 
Chamber was taking an interest in the trade of China. It wasa 

sign of the times. This was a subject that had received 
their attention for years, and they could do nothing better than 
further the policy they had advocated in the past. 

Bristol—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was presided 
over by Mr. T. T. Lindrea in the absence of the president and 
vice-president. Representations having been made to the 
Chamber from various merchants in the city directing attention 
to the inefficient manner in which the Trunk Line Service between 
this city and London was conducted, Mr. George H. Perrin 
proposed, Mr. Arthur Lee seconded, and it was resolved to address 
a communication to the secretary of the General Post Office, 
pointing out that the Chamber was informed that there was no 
direct line to London, that communication had to be made 
via Birmingham, that this was very unsatisfactory and in- 
adequate for a large commercial centre like Bristol, and urging 
the Department to erect at least two direct lines to London, in 
the belief that if a really efficient service were maintained it would 
be in the general interest of telephone subscribers, who no doubt 
would be prepared to use the lines very considerably. 

It was reported that the evidence taken by the Council of this 
Chamber on the question of the docks at this port had been printed 
and issued, and that there was a demand for a large number of 
copies outside the city. The discussion upon the docks question, 
dealing with the resolution and amendment submitted at the last 
meeting, was then about to be resumed, when it was resolved to 
withdraw the propositions. Mr. George H. Perrin moved, and 
Mr. Whitwill, jun., seconded, and it was resolved “That the 
question of dockisation and the resolution of the City Council with 
regard to the extension of dock accommodation at Portishead, be 
considered at the next monthly meeting of the Council of this 


Chamber.” 
Other matters to which reference was made were the report of 
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the Departmental Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to 
enquire into and report upon the dissemination of commercial 
information, and the collection and exhibition of patterns and 
samples, the visit of the British Association, the mission of Lord 
Charles Beresford to China, and improvements in the Post Office 
service. 

Dundee.—The usual monthly meeting of the Dundee Chamber . 
of Commerce was held on Septentber Ist. Mr. J. C. Methven, 
President, in the chair. It was agreed to co-operate with the 
Scotch and Irish Maritime Chambers of Commerce in bringing 
before the Associated Chambers the subject of the reconstruction of 
the Scotch and Irish Lights Boards. In discussing this question 
it was stated to be of the first importance that persons with practical 
nautical knowledge should be included in these Boards, and that 
the shipping interest, which provides the funds for the main- 
tenance of lighthouses, should be adequately represented. Such 
representation would be fittingly provided. by power being conferred 
on the Chambers of Commerce of the principal shipping ports to 
elect a certain number of the members of the Lighthouse Boards. 

Correspondence with the Foreign Office in regard to the 
Roumanian Half per cent. Tax and as to the charges at French 
- ports by sworn brokers was submitted and approved. 

The Companies Act Amendment Bill was considered, and 
further consideration of it postponed to a future meeting. 

Walsall.— At the usual monthly meeting of the Council of this 
Chamber, Mr. 'T’. A. Hill, President, in the chair, the President said 
that, as they would remember, the Council had before it a proposal 
by the Birmingham Chamber that the Chambers of Commerce 
situated within thirty miles of that city should form themselves 
into a federated association for the purpose of increasing the 
influence of the Birmingham Chamber. This matter was referred 
to the General Purposes Committee, and they had come to the 
conclusion that as there was already a United Association there 
was no necessity for a minor federation. They were willing at all 
times to meet the Birmingham or any other Chamber to discuss 
special and important business, but they could not see the necessity 
of forming another federation of Midland Chambers. He believed 
that several other Chambers had replied with a similar effect. 

This was agreed to. 

Other matters which came up for discussion were the Trunk 
Telephone Service, Workmen’s Compensation Bill, South African 
Mails, and Reduction in telegraph rates to British Guiana. 
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XXI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics for 1897. 
Part IT. Labour. (C. 9049.) Price 11d. 

This report, which is issued by the Home Office, states that the 
total number of persons employed at all the mines and quarries, 
- under the Quarries Act, in the United Kingdom and the Isle of 
Man during the year 1897 was 852,083, of whom 728,713 were 
employed in or about mines, and 123,370 in or about quarries. 

Of the 728,713 persons employed at mines 578,226 worked 
below ground, and 150,487 above ground; of the latter, 5,074 
were females. Compared with the previous year there is an 
increase of 1,901 males working below ground, and an increase of 
1,049 males and a decrease of 40 females working above ground, 
making a net increase of 2,910 persons. This is considered satis- 
factory when a comparison is made with the two previous years, 
in both of which a considerable diminution had to be recorded. 

It appears that the number of females working at mines is 
decreasing gradually. At collieries their employment consists 
principally in “banking the tubs,” t.e, drawing mine waggons 
from the cages, running these waggons to the weighing machines, 
screens, and tips; greasing the waggons, cleaning safety lamps, 
picking out any waste rock from the coal, or separating ironstone 
from shale, attending to offices, and acting as messengers. 

In the case of ore mines, they are employed for picking, breaking 
with hammers, and attending to ore-washing machinery and 
appliances. The work is said to be in all cases healthy. 

As regards accidents the report states that there were 1,015 
separate fatal accidents in and about all the mines and quarries 
(more than 20 feet deep) in the United Kingdom, and that they 
caused the loss of 1,102 lives. Compared with the previous year, 
there is an increase of 11 in the number of fatal accidents and a 
decrease of 86 in the number of lives lost. 

Of the 1,015 separate fatal accidents, 897 causing the loss of 
979 lives happened at mines, and 118 causing the loss of 128 lives 
happened at quarries. With one exception no accident caused 
more than 10 deaths; in 1896 the death-roll was swollen by three 
great disasters. 

Dealing with the explosion of fire-damp or coal dust, the year 
1897 is described as an “annus mirabilis.” There were only 12 
fatal explosions and 19 deaths. In 1892 the number of separate 
fatal explosions was likewise only 12, but as one disaster claimed 
112 victims the death roll ran up to 123. The deaths by accident 
from explosions formed a smaller proportion of the total number 
of fatalities than ever previously recorded. An examination of 
the causes of these accidents shows that most of them were due 
to open flame, either of naked lights, of matches, or of safety lamps 
illegally opened, and not a single fatal ignition cf gas or coal dust 
can with certainty be ascribed to the flame of an explosive in shot 
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firing. No class of mining accidents can in any way compare 
in importance with falls of ground, and 490 persons were killed 
by falls of “ roof and sides” in British mines last year. In other 
words, one-half of the deaths were due to this cause. It is 
suggested in the report that with a view to decreasing the number 
of accidents from this cause, more props should be used, and that 
the roof should be supported systematically, the maximum interval 
between two adjacent props being laid down by special rules, after 
due consideration of the nature of the roof of the seam. It is 
suggested in this report that much good might come if an enquiry 
were instituted in this country similar to that appointed by the 
German Government to enquire into the whole question of 
accidents from falls of ground. 

2. Bankruptcy. Fifteenth General pueee Report by the Board 
of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. (836). 
Price 83d. 

The Inspector General in Bankruptcy in his fifteenth annual 
report calls attention to the fact that the year 1897 as compared 
with 1896 shows a decrease of 142 in the total number of failures 
(7,282 in 1897 and 7,424 in 1996) and a decrease in the total 
amount of liabilities of nearly three quarters of a million (9,659,113/. 
in 1897 and 10,382,021/. in 1896). It is noticeable that since 
1893 there has been a steady decrease year by year both in the 
total number of failures and in the total liabilities. The number 
of bills of sale filed yearly during the same period exhibits a 
similar decrease, while the number of county court judgments has 
fluctuated very little. ; 

From a table appended to the report, showing the total failures 
under Bankruptcy and Deeds of Arrangements Acts in principal 
trades and occupations, it appears that out of 65 groups of 
particular trades 30 show an increase in liabilities amounting to 
1,872,2011., and 35 exhibit a decrease of 2,118,533/. 

Among the failures in which an increase of liabilities is notice- 
able are bankers whose liabilities amount to 814,2401., as against 
34,5831. in 1896. The only other trades in which the liabilities 
exceed half a million are grocery and provisions, 633,356/., and 
leather trades, 544,575/. The liabilities of directors and promoters 
of public companies have increased by 154,000/., and those of 
drapers and haberdashers by 182,0001. The liabilities of solicitors 
have increased to over 460,000/. Beer, wine, and spirit trades, 
farmers, shipping trades, cotton, wool, and timber merchants, 
show a considerable decrease in liabilities, but the most marked 
diminution occurs in the class described as merchants, whose 
liabilities are 347,256/., as compared with 996,163. in 1896, a 
decrease of no less than 648,907. 

A table is also given showing the number, status, liabilities, and 
assets of women who failed in 1897, and also the number engaged 
in trades or occupations. The total number of women who 
failed during the year was 422, a decrease of 17 as compared with 
1896. The largest number "of failures occur among widows, 
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and the number of widows and spinsters who failed under receiving 
orders are practically identical with the failures in the same classes 
under deeds of arrangement. Owing to the fact that married 
women cannot be made bankrupt unless trading separately and 
apart from their husbands, the number of this class under deeds 
exceeds the number under receiving orders by 85. In 386 out of 
the total number of failures the debtors were engaged in some 
trade or occupation, while of the 36 debtors who had no occupation 
or whose occupation was unknown 26 were widows. 

3. Wages and Hours of Labour. Board of Trade (Labour 
Department) Report and Statistical Tables relating to Changes in 
Rates of Wages and Hows of Labour in the United Kingdom in 1897 
(with Comparative Statistics for 1893-6.) (C. 8975.) Price 1s. 23d. 

This is the fifth annual report of the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade on changes in rates of wages and hours of labour 
in the United Kingdom, dealing with changes which took place in 
1897. In addition to the statistical tables for 1897 summary 
tables are given, enabling a comparison to be made of the changes 
which have taken place during each of the past five years. 

As in previous reports an explanation is given as to what is 
meant by a change in rates of wages, and this is done in the terms 
laid down in the first of the series of reports on this subject. 

According to the detailed report the upward movement in wages 
which was noticed in 1896 continued with increased force in 1897. 
Only 13,855 persons are reported who have had their wages reduced 
as compared with 560,707 whose wages were increased, the pro- 
portion of decreases to increases being much smaller than in the 
previous year when 167,357 persons suffered a decrease as com- 
pared with 382,225 who gained an increase of wages. While, in 
fact, the total computed effect of the increases was actually less in 
1897 than in 1896 (32,8611. per week as compared with 33,7211), 
the small amount of the counterbalancing decreases left the total 
gain in the year greater than it was in the previous year. ‘This 
total gain amounted to 31,507/. per week in 1897 as compared 
with 26,5921. per week in 1896, and represented an average 
increase in weekly wages of 1s. 03d. to the 597,444 persons whose 
wages were changed during the year as compared with an average 
increase of 103d. per week to 607,654 persons in 1896. 

If seamen, agricultural labourers, and railway servants be in- 
cluded, the total increase in weekly wages in 1897 was 45.0001., 
but it is not possible to state the total number of persons who 
participated in the changes. 

The net result, therefore, of all the changes recorded was a rise 
of about 45,0001. a week of which the greater part is accounted for 
by the engineering and shipbuilding, mining, and building 
industries. 

As regards the hours of labour, although the number of 
individuals whose hours were changed in 1897 was not so great as 
in the previous year, yet the total effect of these changes was 
considerably greater than in 1896 or 1895, and nearly as great as 
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in 1894, the year of the introduction of the average eight hours 
day among Government employees. In all, 70,632 persons were 
‘affected by changes, of whom 69,572 had their hours reduced, 
and 1,060 had their hours increased. The total net reduction in 
weekly hours amounted to 284,675, or an average reduction of 
4:03 hours per week to all those affected by changes. 

4, Railway Returns for England and Wales, Scotland, and Ivre- 
land, for the year 1897, with Summary Tables for the United 
Kingdom for each year from 1854 to 1897. (C.8964). Price 114d. 

This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, in 
pursuance of Act 34 and 35 Vic., c. 78, contains detailed state- 
ments for England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, for the year 
1897, of authorised and paid up capital; the number of passengers 
and quantity of goods conveyed and receipts therefrom; the 
number of miles of single, double, treble, and quadruple or more, 
lengths of rails; the amount of working expenditure and net 
receipts and number of each kind of rolling stock, and statements 
of the receipts from each class of season and periodical tickets, 
including workmen’s weekly tickets with third class. A table is 
also given showing the lengths of railways authorised under the 
Light Railways (Ireland) Act, 1889, the Railways (Ireland) Act, 
1890, and the Transfer of Railways (Ireland) Act, 1890, towards 
the construction of which State assistance was given. 

A summary table for the railways of the whole of the United 
Kingdom shows that the total length of line open for traffic in 
1897 was 21,433 miles, as compared with 21,277 miles in 1896; 
the capital authorised, 1,190,015,1750. in 1897, and 1,127,605,3661. 
in 1896; capital paid up, 1,089,765,095/. and 1,029,475,3351. ; 
number of passengers conveyed, 1,030,420,201 and 980,339,433 ; — 
the total gross receipts from all sources, 93,737,0541. in 1897, and 
90,119,1220. in 1896; and the working expenditure, 53,083,804. 
and 50,192,424/. The net receipts in 1897 were 40,653,2501., as 
compared with 39,926,698. in 1896. The proportion to the total 
paid up capital in the former case being 3°73 per cent., and in the 
latter 3°88. 

5. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties, as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies in 
the United Kingdom during the Three Months ended 31st March, 
1898 ; together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers of the Railway 
Department to the Board of Trade upon certain Accidents which were 
inquired into. (C. 8910.) Price 2s. 1d. 

During the period referred to in these returns—January to 
March, 1898—accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent way, 
&c., caused the deaths of 11 persons and injury to 87 persons— 
viz., passengers, 8 killed and 65 injured; and servants of com- 
panies, 3 killed and 22 injured. During the corresponding period 
of 1897, 4 passengers were killed and 105 injured; 4 servants of 
railway companies were killed and 34 injured, and 5 other persons 
received injuries which were not fatal. 

In addition to the above, accidents to passengers from causes 
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other than accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent way, &c., 
including accidents from their own want of caution or misconduct, 
accidents to persons passing over level crossings, trespassers, &c., 
accidents to servants in the employ of railway companies or con- 
tractors, caused by the travelling of trains or the movement of 
vehicles used exclusively upon railways, and accidents which 
occurred upon the premises of various railway companies, but in 
which the movement of vehicles used exclusively upon railways 
was not concerned, were responsible for 273 deaths and 3,773 
injuries. 

Thus, the total number of personal accidents reported to the 
Board of Trade by the several railway companies during the three : 
months amounts to 284 persons killed and 3,860 injured. 

6. Banking, Railway and Shipping Statistics, Ireland, June, 
1898.) (C. 9,008). Price 14d. 

This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives statistics of deposits and 
cash balances in Joint Stock Banks ; deposits in Post Office Savings 
Banks and Trustee Savings Banks; amount of the Government 
Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock; and bank note 
circulation in Ireland, June, 1898; weekly traffic receipts of Irish 
railways for the first twenty-six weeks of the years 1897-98; and 
the aggregate receipts for the first six months of each of the years 
1889-98 ; also tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in the ports 
of Ireland during the years 1887-97. 

From this report it appears that the deposits and cash balances 
in Joint Stock Banks in the middle of the year which, comparing 
June with June, had gradually increased from 29,223,000. in 
June, 1886, to 38,758,00U/. in the middle of 1896, but showed a 
slight decline from the latter amount in June, 1897, amounted 
on the 30th June last to £38,973,000, being the highest amount 
(for June) of which there is record, and 409,000/. in excess of 
that for June, 1897. 

The balances of deposits in savings banks consists of two groups 
—those in the Post Office Savings Banks, and tkose in Trustee 
Savings Banks. 

At the end of June of this year, the estimated amount in the 
Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland stood at 6,957,0001., as 
compared with 6,443,000/., for the corresponding period of 1897, 
showing an increase of 514,000/., following an increase of 524,000/. 
in the twelve months ending with June, 1897. 

The amount of deposits in Trustee Savings Banks in June, 1898, 
was 2,249,0001. 

The amount of Government Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed 
Land Stock on which dividends are payable at the Bank of Ireland 
was 24,554,000/., being an increase of 338,000/. as compared with 
the amount for June, 1897, which was the lowest amount for June 
in any of the twenty-one years 1878-98. The increase this year 
follows a decrease of 560,000/. in June of last year as compared 
with the amount for June, 1896, which was 1,048,000/. under that 
for June, 1895. 
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There has been a decrease of 118,0001. in the bank-note circula- 
tion as compared with the year 1897, the value having fallen from 
5,858,000 in June, 1897, to 5,740,000 in the corresponding period 
of this year: the latter amount is the lowest for June in any of 
the eleven years 1888-98. The amount for June, 1897, was 
69,0001. under that for June, 1896, which was 330,000. less than 
the amount for June, 1895. 

With regard to the railway statistics, a review of the weekly 
traffic returns shows that in eight of the twenty-six weeks the 
receipts fell below the amounts for the corresponding weeks of the 
year 1897, and in all the other weeks the receipts exceeded those 
in the corresponding weeks of that year, the net result being that 
the total receipts for the twenty-six weeks are in excess of those 
for the first half of any previous year, and show an increase of 
17,5071. as compared with the first six months of last year. The 
actual figures being 1,636,632/. in 1898 and 1,619,125J. in 1897. 

7. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1898. General Abstracts, 
showing the Acreage under Crops, and the Number and Description 
of Live Stock in each County and Province. 1897-98. C. 9,005. 
Price 14d. 

The total extent under crops in 1898 is 4,704,749 acres, being 
as compared with the extent in 1897 a decrease of 40,257 acres, 
or 0°9 per cent. There was a decrease in Leinster, of 9,938 acres, 
or 0°8 per cent. ; in Ulster, of 24,141-acres, or 15 per cent. ; and 
in Munster, of 11,171 acres, or 0°9 per cent.; with an increase in 
Connaught of 4,993 acres, or 0°8 per cent. 

In 1897 the extent returned under grass was 10,462,310 acres, 
in 1898 the amount returned is 10,469,546 acres, being an increase 
of 7,236 acres; the extent returned as fallow in 1897 was 19,975 
acres, and in 1898, 16,857 acres; the extent under woods and 
plantations was 307,441 acres in 1897, and 307,943 acres in 1898 ; 
and the extent returned under “Turf Bog, Marsh, Barren 
Mountain Land, &c.,” was 4,798,612 acres in 1897, and 4,834,249 
acres in 1898, being an increase of 35,637 acres; of the acreage ~ 
thus returned in 1898, 1,166,833 acres have been entered by the 
enumerators as turf bog, 416,302 acres as marsh, and 2,285,248 
acres as barren mountain land. As regards the total extent under 
crops, although there is an increase of 5,627 acres in the acreage 
under wheat as compared with 1897, there is a decrease of 9,823 
acres under oats, a decrease of 12,500 acres under barley, a decrease 
of 675 acres under bere and rye, and an increase of 432 acres 
under beans and peas, showing a net decrease of 16,939 acres in 
the extent under cereal crops. The extent under potatoes has 
decreased by 12,304 acres, and turnips, 2,030. 

The returns of live stock show that between 1897 and 1898 
there has been a decrease of 19,165 in the number of horses and 
mules. Cattle exhibit an increase of 21,368, sheep an increase of 
129,368, and there has been a decrease of 73,768 in the number 


of pigs. 
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8. Light Ratlways Act, 1896. Flamborough and Bridlington 
Tight Railways Order, 1897. (C. 8807). Price 3d. 

This is an order made by the Light Railway Commissioners and 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
construction of light railways between Flamborough and Bridlington, 
in the East Riding of the county of York. 

9. Abstract of the Returns made to the Board of Trade of 
Shipping Casualties which occurred on or near the Coasts, or in Rivers 
and Harbours of the United Kingdom, from the 1st July, 1896, to the 
30th June, 1897. (C. 8917). Price 4s. 8d. 

This volume, which is annually prepared and issued by the 
Marine Department of the Board of Trade, shows that the total 
number of sea casualties recorded in 1896-97 (total losses and minor 
casualties) was 7,601, or 729 more than in 1895-96, 45 more than 
in 1894-95, and 384 more than in 1893-94. The total number of 
losses and serious casualties together was 2,153, which was 111 
more than in 1895-96, 6 less than in 1894-95, and 355 less than in 
1893-94. 

The number of total losses was 508 (tonnage 177,569), which 
was higher by 61 as regards number, and lower by 34,659 as 
regards tonnage, than 1895-96. The number of vessels lost was 
lower than in any of the previous twenty years, except four, viz., 
1888-89, 1889-90, 1892-93, and 1895-96. The tables which are 
given show that during the last twenty-one years 12,788 vessels 
of all descriptions (exclusive of Her Majesty’s ships) belonging to 
the United Kingdom were totally lost. 

The number of lives lost in 1896-97 was lower than in any of 
the previous twenty years, being 1,037, 991 of whom were 
members of the crew, and 46 were passengers and others, while 
during the last twenty-one years 5,940 wrecks and casualties to ships 
belonging to the United Kingdom have been attended with fatal 
results to 37,701 persons, of whom 32,225 were members of the 
crew, and 5,476 were passengers, pilots, or other persons not on 
the articles of agreement. The average annual loss during the 
twenty-one years was 1,795 persons, consisting of 1,534 crew 
and 261 passengers. 

The average number of seamen lost in sailing vessels was 1,027, 
and of passengers 56, against 506 seamen and 7 passengers lost in 
1896-97. The average number of seamen lost in steamships was 
508, and of passengers 204, against 485 seamen and 39 passengers 
lost in 1896-97. ; 

10. Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. Return of all British Ships 
ordered by the Board of Trade or its Officers during the period from 
Ist July, 1897, to 30th June, 1898, to be provisionally detained as 
unsafe, and of all Foreign Ships ordered to be provisionally detained 
during the same period. (0. 8947.) Price 14d. 

This is an annual return issued by the Marine Department 
of the Board of Trade. The particulars of each ship which was 
provisionally detained during the year 1897-98 are given in detail, 
and summary statements are also given showing the total number 


[ ] 
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of ships reported as defective, and of those reported as overladen 
or improperly laden since the commencement of the working of 
the Acts in October 1876, distinguishing steam vessels and sailing 
vessels, and wood and iron vessels. 

The present return is in continuation of Parliamentary paper 
C. 8629. 

11. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1897. (C. 8932). Price 1s. 2d. 

The inspectors in their report state that 6,626 vessels and boats 
were actually engaged in the sea fisheries of Ireland in 1897, as 
compared with 6,553 in 1896. This shows an increase of 73. 
There were 24,593 men and 1,126 boys employed, showing an 
increase on the previous year of 596 men and a decrease of 41 boys. 
According to the returns received from those places from which it 
has been possible to obtain information, the total value of the sea 
fish (including shell fish but excluding salmon) landed in Ireland 
in 1897 was 378,385l. as compared with 368,805/. in 1896—an 
increase of 9,580]. Statistics as to the salmon catch are not 
available, but it is estimated that the value of the quantity experted 
to nine of the principal English markets was 452,4401. 

12. Colonial Import Duties. (390.) Price 1s. 8d. 

This is a periodical return issued by the Board of Trade relating 
to the rates of import duties levied upon the produce and manu- 
factures of the United Kingdom in the principal Colonial and 
other possessions of the United Kingdom, and the present volume 
contains a statement of all the duties so far as notified to the 
Board of Trade at date of issue of the return. 

13. Statistical Abstract relating to British India from 1887-88 
to 1896-97. (C0. 9036.) Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the thirty-second number of a yearly abstract issued by 
the India Office, and is in much the same form as that relating to 
the statistics of the United Kingdom which is issued by the 
Board of Trade. It furnishes information as to the area and 
population of British India, agriculture, finances, shipping import 
and export trades, railways, post offices, telegraphs, savings banks, 
education, customs duties, &c. 

14. South Wales Coal Trade Dispute. (0.9031.) Price 2d. 

This return contains the correspondence respecting proceedings 
under the Conciliation Act, 1896, in relation to the dispute in the 
Coal Trade of South Wales and Monmouth. The correspondence 
extends over the period June 28th to August Ist, 1898. 

15. Coal Exports, &e. (352.) Price 24d. 

This is a return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 
Ath August, 1898, showing for the years 1896 and 1897 respectively 
the export of coal from each port in the United Kingdom to each 
country abroad, together with a summary statement showing the 
export of coal from the principal districts of the United Kingdom 
to the principal groups of foreign countries, and also the quantity 
of coal shipped at each port in the United Kingdom for ships’ use 
on foreign voyages during the same periods. 
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16. Industrial Property and Merchandise Marks. Papers and 
Correspondence relative to the Recent Conference at Brussels on the 
Subject of Industrial Property and Merchandise Marks. (C. 9014.) 
Price 84d. 

This return is issued in continuation of Parliamentary paper 
C. 6417 of 1891. It contains papers and correspondence ranging 
in dates from 21st May, 1897, to 31st January, 1898. 

17. Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of the 
last fifteen years from 1883 to 1897. Forty-fifth number (C. 8992). 
Price 1s. 114d. 

. This is the forty-fifth number of the well-known abstract which 
_ is issued annually by the Commercial Labour and Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade. It gives the usual information 
with regard to the revenue, trade, shipping, agriculture, railways, 
&c., of the United Kingdom for a series of years, the figures in 
each case, except with regard to revenue, being carried down to 
the end of the year 1897. In the case of the revenue the information 
is carried down to the 31st March, 1898. 

18. Forty-Fourth Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post 
Office. (C. 9022.) Price 54d. 

This is an account of the business of the Department of the 
Post Office for the year ended 31st March, 1898. 

The Report states that it is estimated that the numbers of 
postal packets delivered during the year 1897-98 were :— 


Average 


+3 Number to 
estimated. * leach Person. 


Letters... ...| 2,012,300,000 
Post Cards ..-| 360,400,000 
Book Packcts, Circulars, and Samples...|. 727,300,000 
Parce's (actual number) 67,823,000 


Total ove 3,318,723,000 


The number of letters registered in the United Kingdom was 
14,213,479, an increase of 5°8 per cent. on the previous year. 
Of this number 47°6 per cent. passed through the General Post 
Office, London. 

The Report also deals exhaustively with the work of the 
Telegraph Department and the work of the Post Office Savings 
Bank, and all other matters connected with the Department. 


| 

6-3 
9-0 
4:2 18-2 
| 0-2 3°8 
| 64 17 
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XXII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


INSURANCE OF COLONIAL PARCELS. 
Increase of Limit of Insured Value. 


On and after the 1st of September, 1898, parcels sent by Parcel 
Post to the undermentioned British Possessions can be insured for 
any sum not exceeding 120/., the old limit of 501. being super- 
seded in the service with these places :— 


Antigua Montserrat 
Bermuda Nevis 
British North Borneo Newfoundland 
(Sandakan only) Niger Coast Protectorate 
Ceylon St. Kitts 
Dominica St. Lucia 
Gambia Tobago 
Hong Kong Tortola 
(including the Agencies Trinidad 
of the Hong Kong Post Zanzibar 
Office in China) 


The scale of fees is as follows :— 


Limit of Limit of 
Fee Fee 
Is. 3d. 60 2s. 3hd.... 


The limit of insured value has been similarly raised in the 
service from the places above-mentioned to the United Kingdom. 
No change has been made in the limits fixed for the service with 


other British Possessions. 


CORRESPONDENCE FOR CUBA. 


According to information received from the United States’ Post 
Office, the route of New York is now again available for the trans- 
mission of correspondence to Cuba. In these circumstances all 
letters, &c., from the United Kingdom for that Island, not specially 
marked to be sent otherwise, wil! henceforth be forwarded to New 
York by the British Packets leaving Queenstown every Thursday 


and Sunday. 
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XXIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Hight Months ended 31st 
August, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1897. 

Monte 3lsr Avcust. 


I. Imports rrom Foreren Countries anp Britisn Possessions. 


Month ended 
August. 


1898. | 1897, 


£ £ 

I, Animals, living (for food) . 878,374 | 1,035,853 —_ 
TI, (A.) Articles of food and. drink, 

duty free 13,721,751 |11,728,883 | 1,992,868 

(B.) “Articles ‘of food and “drink, 

Tobacco, dutiable ... 379,958 

III. Meta's 1,754,458 | 1,572,652 | 181,801 

Chemicale, dyestufis ‘and ‘tanning 

substances .... 377,046 | 360,704 16,342 

V. Oils... 787,978 | 594,905 | 198,078 

materials for textile manu- 


2,880,014 | 2,247,764 | 682,250 

VII. Raw materials for sundry i industries 
and manufactures .. 6,102,167 | 5,635,240 466,927 
VIIL. Manufactured articles. ... | 7,211,987 | 6,812,742 | 399,245 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1,106,082 | 859,078 | 246,954 
(B.) Parcel post ... 106,652} 82,551] 24,101 


Total value ...  ... (87,216,527 |33,371,385 | 3,845,142 


II. Exports oF British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living sie 111,760 | 116,347 _ 
II. Articles of food and drink . e- | 1,157,467 961,095 196,372 
II. Raw materials 1,862,165 | 1,714,252 | 147,913 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,284,341 | 8,055,663 | 228,678 
(B.) Metals and ariicles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)} 2,857,528 | 2,615,718 | 241,810 
(C.) Machinery and millwork «| 1,513,371 | 1,240,278 | 273,093 
(D.) Apparel and articles of per- 
sonal use 969,651 | 904,926 64,725 


(E.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 612,241 | 599,190 13,051 

(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly cee sauapaaa 2,649,121 | 2,394,179 | 254,942 

(G.) Parcel post ... | 168,871 | 172,349 


Total value... cos |20,186,016 (18,773,997 | 1,412,019 


IIT. Exports or Forrign anp CoLontaL Propvce. 


£ 


£ £ 
Total value ... ... | 4,581,548 | 4,651,947 


| 358 | 
| 
£ 
157,479 
30,674 
120,266 
$ 
| 4,587 
| 
8.978 
120,399 
| 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KinGpomM—continued. 
Monras ENDED 3lst Avaost. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Countrizs AND British Possessions. 


Eight months ended 
3lst August. 


1898, 1897. 


£ £ 
Animals, living (for food) .... ...| 7,305,514 | 7,853,944 
II, (A.) — of food and drink, duty 
fre .|110,612,912|97,290,880 |13,322,682 


(B.) aiticles “of food and drink, 
dutiable «+.{16,018,978 |15,690,996 | 322,977 
i ooo «| 2,897,986 | 2,665,788 


[14,622,468 |14,300,871 | 821,592 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, “and “tanning 
substances eve] 4,066,104 | 4,541,722 
Oils 5,407,797 | 4,862,099 | 545,698 
Vi. materials for textile manufac- 
.|47,528,683 |47,460,380 | 63,303 


Vil. materials for sundry in industries 
and manufactures ... (32,857 824 |33,512,834 

VIII. Manufactured articles «(58,181,940 1,258,782 
Ix, Miscellaneous articles ... 9,143,922 357,469 
Parcel post oe ove eo] 942,927 676,054 266,873 


Total value... 00,0764 204.0517 14,611,816 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ & 
I. Animals, living ose 709,263 
IL. Articles of food and drink 17,871,345 42,044 
IIL Raw materials .. 12, 902,325 13,454,323 551,998 
IV, Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz 
and textile 63,035,071 |66,283,776 3,248,705 
etals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 21,891,386 |22,593,293 _ 701,907 
(D3, -) Machinery and millwork |11,607,682 
6,318,027 | 6,536,219 218,192 
emicals and chemi an 
medicinal preparations... «| 5,641,118 | 5,860,300 219,182 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured .../21,953,319 |27,988,805 35,486 
(G.) Parcel post soe 1,808,167 | 1,280,895 


Total value... oa 4,901,828 


III. Exvorrs or Foreign Propvuce. 


£ £ £ £ 
../41,748,111 |42,030,922 | — 282,811 


£ 
543,480 
267,852 
475,618 
655,510 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


Return of the Quantities and Averace Prices or Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. ; Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


. bus, Qrs. bus. 

Week ended 6th August, 1898... 6 110 
20th ,, 4 
5 


August, 1898... ose 


Corresponding month in 1897 
” ” 1896 


Week ended 6th August, 1898 


INQ Aa 


oo 


a 


me nr © Ww S & & 


aso 


RES 


| 
360 
| 
Qrs. bus, 
2,744 1 
5480 1 
4,178 2 
762 2 | 16,556 4 
7 2,834 7 | 18010 6 
eve 195,784 5 9,545 6 84,017 5 
Average Prices. 
8. a, 
26 11 20 
April eee ove eee 
December, 1897 ooo soo 
September ,, 16 11 
August, 1897 ... ooo ove one 3 19 7 
” 1896 ... fan ooo eco aoe 11 20 9 14 4 
” 1895 ... ae om 2 20 3 
” 1894 ... ooo 3 20 4 18 11 
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1898. 


Return of the Numsers, Nartionauiries, and Destinations of the 
PassEnGERS that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st August, 1898, and the 
Eight Months ended 31st August, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


361 


Nationalities. 


United 
States. 


.| Austral- 
asia. 


5,869 
1,844 


2,954 


10,858 
2,148 


Total of British 
origin ... 
Foreigners ... 


not 


10,167 


4,524 


Nationalities 
distinguished ... 151 - 6 — 272 429 
Total ... 14,842 8,822 927 1,996 | 1,254 | 22,341 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 17,208 3,155 | 1,147 2,544 | 1,199 | 25,253 
month, 1897 
Eight months ended 31st August. 
English ... ee | 26,304 11,183 | 4,826 9,078 | 4,992 | 56,383 
Scotch 4,766 1,388 668 2,220 720 9,762 
Trish are eee | 20,782 649 478 766 176 | 22,801 
Total of British 
origin ... «++ | 51,802 18,220 | 5,972 12,064 | 5,888 | 88,946 
Foreigners... 26,990 6,905 152 8,621 1,065 | 38,733 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 337 30 19 2 | 1,673 2,061 
Total ... 79,129 | 20,155 | 6,143 | 15,687 | 8,626 | 129,740 
Total for corre- 
sponding 85,267 | 16,671 | 6,627 | 17,935 | 8,807 | 135,307 
meanths, 1897 


Note.—The above 


figures, being made up at the eurliest posible date after the close of each 
month, axe subject to in the Ansan! 


Total 
fGeoa | Al corres 
other | Total. i 
America Hoge and places, ae 
1897. 
Month ended 31st August. 
1,934 702 | 1,162 691 11,362 
Scotch ove eee 263 115 806 115 2,582 
135 74 102 29 | 3,294 | 3,351 
ma | 2,382 891 1,570 835 | 15,795 | 17,295 
| 990 30 426 147 | 6,117 7,682 
326 
25,253 
59,194 
10,048 
25,177 
94,419 
38,968 
1,920 
135,307 


of the United Kingdom in the month of August, 1898, was 979 an 
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IV.— AuiEn Immicration—Aveust, 1898. 
Rerury of the Numper of Atiens that arrived from the Continenr at Porrst in the 
Unitep Kixepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August, 1898 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. : 


(Compiled from the AuiEen Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg 

Hamburg, Rotterdam, ee? Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, sony Dieppe. Continental 
Bremerhaven. and Antwerp. mdal, and a: 


1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. 1898, | 1897, 
Month ended 31st August. 
A‘iens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 
Kingdom :* 
Arrived at London es | 1,670) 1,275 331 258 163 213 4 689} 2,600] 2,495 
Grimsby} 106 2 58} 142] ‘199 
pas Hull ... oe 122 108 63 40 105 88)... ote 145 166 435) 402 
” Tyne Ports ... 32 18 109 37 236 198} .. 1 311 341 595 
Leith ... 78 67 68 45 49 79 75 274) 204 
Newhaven ... ooo 580 659) 659 
Ba Other ports ... 93) 98 22 42 125 241 oe 290) 316 530] 697 
Total 2,111] 1,672 599 446 678 759) 580 660) 1,281] 1,645) 45,249) $5,182 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby ae 65 14 148 73 360) 819}... eS 129) 29 702) = 935 
Hartlepool } 
Hull ... 233 4 17 850 964; ode 551 1,668] 1,835 
Other ports ... 10 88 14 22 ods 344 381 446) 413 
363} 340) 246 90} 1,226) 1,807)... ok 1,028} 1,085] 2,863 | 3,822 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | |. 2,474| 2,012 845 536; 1,904! 2,566 580 660 2,309) 2,730) 8,112) 8,504 


of the United 


Total No.... | 18,029) 10,713) 3,924) 3,382) 4,510) 4,877) 5,513) 6,077) 8,533) 9,355) $35,509) 33,854 
or other places out of the 
26 


United om : 
Total No.... 3,444) 2,616} 1,049) 653) 8,322 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | | 16473) 13,329] 4,973] 3,985] 12,832) 14,211) 5,539) 6,077) 17,540) 18,250) 457,357) $55,822 
places out of the United 


9,007} 8,895, 21,848] 21,998 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other nasa out of the 

United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” ix due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrite 
Srom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, eth Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Ha:tlepool. The lists received 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. q : 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at aoe in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
956 in the same month of 1897; in the eight months 


$ist August, 1898, the number was 8,331, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 7,426. 


| 
ii 
Eight months ended 3lst August. 
| 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
» route to America or other 
ome out of the United | 
ingdom :* | 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


the Number of Recesving Orpers Gazetrap in the under-mentioned 
898, Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
Eight Months 
J August. August, 
. ' 1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
1897, No. No. No. No. 
Total 322 | 2,899 | 2,745 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers, &e. 27 26 210 197 
Publicans and hotel ‘keepers, ec. ove 19 15 169 154 
2,495 Builders ose 22 13 148 152 
190 Farmers coe ove 12 11 122 183 

204 Bakers ove 10 15 98 81 

659 Boot and shoe “manufacturers and dealers oe 22 10 95 92 

697 Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c, 9 67 37 
— Drapers, haberdashers, &c. ose as 9 10 62 62 
5,182 Decorators, painters, plumbers, de bg CBS 7 6 61 61 
Tailors, &. ... 6 61 45 

Agents, commission and general... 000088 6 6 53 4d 

Clerks, commercial and general .. was 9 6 47 31 

935 Confectioners ove 6 43 23 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. ove ove 3 6 38 30 

B.. Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 4 4 33 36 

ar Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants . 

413 and dealers eee eee eee eee 3 2 29 21 
Solicitors ... ove coe 5 d 29 32 
822 Travellers, commercial, 4 5 27 21 
Cabinet makers and upholaterers 5 2 27 17 

Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
504 smiths, &c. 2 26 20 
Furniture dealers and makers... 2 3 26 25 
Auctioneers .. ove 5 24 a1 
Tobacconists, ese 1 3 24 29 
Merchants ... ase 5 1 24 15 
si Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 5 8 23 17 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. ove 2 2 23 13 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-housekeepers 8 22 14 
Iroumongers... 2 1 21 18 
54 Provision merchants, “be. 2 20 25 
| China, glass, and earthenware, &e., dealers. 4 1 20 a 
Carpenters and joiners... eas 2 Z 19 23 
Directors and promoters of public companies .. 2 - 19 12 
Saddlers andharness makers... 3 18 16 
Printers and publishers... 4 5 18 19 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen- and hauliers ... 6 1 18 18 
329 Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors poe oi 1 3 17 14 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... — 8 17 20 
Stationers. ... 3 1k 18 
Doctors of medicine. Dhysicians, &  &e, 3 2 16 
he Engineers and ove 1 8 16 19 
re Officers in Army 5 | 15 19 
le Gardeners, florists, &c, .. a eee 2 2 15 18 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c,... 1 1 15 10 

: Clothiers, outfitters, &e. es 2 1 15 17 
y Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants. eee 3 _ 15 12 
Generaldealers... ove _ 1 15 26 
Carriage, &c., 1 1 12 12 


t 
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BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES— continued. 


Eight Months 
ended August.’ 


1898, | 1897. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—cont. : 

Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... 
Hairdressers .. 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Cattle and pig dealers 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e, 
Wheelwrights 
Brokers, stock and share . 
Lodging-house keepers... 
Fishing smack owners, and masters 
Architects and surveyors ... soe 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, “ke, 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... 


VI.—Exrort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of Animas exported from IRELanD to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Eight Months ended 3lst 
- August, 1898, compared with the eteneiities Periods of the 
Year 1897. 


Eight Months 
ended August. 


1898. | 1897. 


No. 
409,286 
555,476 
346,838 

26,735: 

24 
2,077 


1,844,042|1,331,431 


| 
364 
iH 
| Angust. | 
i 1898. | 1897. — 
i = No. No. No. 
q 3 18 10 
4 12 13 
1 12 17 
2 12 16 
2 12 10 
1 ll 11 
8 ll 13 
3 11 14 
1 10 15 
3 10 10 
5 10 17 
1 .9 9 
ang 8 5 
si 7 6 
5 
| 
Animals, 
198. | 1897. — 
No. No. No. 
370,069 
533,078 
396,314 
Horses... ooo ane 8,443) 3,298 26,348 
Total... 201,885 208,424 | 
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VII.—FisHEery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Srarement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Eneiish and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st 
August, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


365 


Year 1897. 
Eight Months ended 
August. August. 
1898. | 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY, 


ill 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... 3,211 3,712 22,094 24,232 
Total prime fish 19,502 18,752 133,931 131,865 
37,418 35,367 373,110 377,556 


ish not separately distinguished, exce 
659,618 || 4,604,844 | 4,226,710 


No. 
292,370 
Lobsters ove e 142,570 101,162 709,4 560,787 
Oysters ‘ 376,000 | 2,444,000 || 18,065,000 | 18,917,000 
Cwis. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 37,181 41,948 320,160 303,428 


Brill 


Soles... ove bes 
Prime fish not separately distinguishei... 


Total prime fish 


Total... ove 


£ £ 
4,695 4,291 36,176 
57,290 53,248 362,11 
21,497 20,255 171,754 162,88 
»260 018 57,880 62,395 
90,742 85,812 654,354 620,365 


Pilchards 
“— separately distinguished, except shell 
Total... oe 
Shell fish :— 
Other shell fish ... ove ose 


Total value of fish landed .., 


16 2,684 3,788 
61,187 50,412 520,215 451,376 
464,987 450,728 || 3,713,470 | 3,489,793 
6,102 5,945 60,535 47,267 
6,571 4,921 30,355 24,691 
204 6,399 54,490 54,462 
13,007 14,453 90,685 87,846 
31,884 31,718 236,065 214,246 
496,871 482,446 || 3,949,535 | 3,704,039 


Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


Cwts. | Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Haddock ose ose eee 237,213 218,424 14,385 1,587,841 
Hake ... 52,112 45,607 198,661 128,567 
Halibut Ron. 18,655 16,180 82,764 77,759 
8 
VALUE. 
Cod ose 21,143 18,582 248,813 235,732 
Haddock 99,325 95,045 1,036,231 935,529 
Hake ... eee ese 27,989 25,560 129,506 84,271 
Halibut... 24,966 23,579 139,055 135,286 
3,572 575 49,845 40,368 
3,155 6,599 227,647 273,792 ) 
4,183 6,173 5,966 7,987 
000 vi 70 
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VIII.—FisHery STATISTICS.—SCOTLAND. 


Statement of the Tora Quantity and VatveE of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcnu Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August, 1898, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1897. 

Eight Months ended 


August. | August. 


| || 1908. | 2897. 


QvANTITY. 


Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
9,225 
3,484 


451,948 
9,633 


Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 
Turbot ... ooo 
Flounder, Plaice, Brii 

Saith (Coal Fish) 

Skate 

Sparling 

Tork 

Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 


24,617 
40,172 31,911 
1,892,070 755,228 || 5,758,542 | 4,087,805 


No. No. No. No. 
122,590 175,413 5 2,854,590 
71,732 60,450 
2,200 
215 
10,485 
3,615 


43, 674 


VALUE. 


£ 
23,774 
11,151 


157,553 
6,5) 


50 106 1,340 
1,337 1,298 13,654 11,495 


Fish not separa distinguished, ex 
fish ove 640 595 9,129 6,839 


347,770 279,301 1,518,868 1,231,397 


609 975 
2,706 2,259 
6 7 

28 30 
312 575 
1,178 1,041 


4,839 $,885 
Total value of fish landed . bs ...| 352,609 284,186 1,572,678 1,287,912 
Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
q 
Cwts. 
2,258 
966 
1] | ‘ 
31,763 27,542 424,556 
"342 "547 i010 | 
| 5,939 5,832 44,594 44,014 
| 53,668 4,852 457,779 568,692 
| 2,513 2,481 20,963 25,420 
1,771,393 647,262 | 4,439,526 | 2,628,210 
6,158 8,496 100,640 144,575 
| 1,419 2,360 4,706 4,259 
| 7,125 5,880 95,337 85,265 
| 1,861 1,538 63,466 52,550 
5,734 iis 
= = 5 
403 532 || 7,077 
Shell fish :— 
Seles (Lemon 4,363 3,905 21,288 
168 || 5,481 
i Flounder, Plaice, Brill .., a ee 6,619 6,680 47,786 48,109 
Herrings ...| 295,086 228,530 898,037 622,939 
Mackerel 613 1,157 2,063 2,242 
565 557 9,805 8,135 
Torsk (Tusk) ... tal 
Shell fish :— | 
usse. ove eee ove one 
|| 10,990 95275 
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ITX.—FisHery Statistics. —IRELAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vauve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Hight 
Months ended 31st August, 1898, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1897. 


August. Eight ended 


1897, 1898. 1897. 


QUANTITY. 


31,864 

63,958 46,556 
Owts. Cwts. 

950 1,337 


VALUE. 


& 
624 


Soles 
630 


Turbot 
1,254 


369 
1,192 
1,063 
21514 

185 
3,901 

83 
183 
2,968 17,178 
13,711 197,417 156,523 


Shell fish :— 


505 569 
6,311 5,212 
148 282 2,162 2,237 


Total 1,640 1,538 9,311 8,255 


Total value of fish landed ow Sat ae 13,949 15,249 206,728 


164,778 


Norr—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returne dby the local officers at each place. 


367 
1898, 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot ... ess ose 206 196 1,316 966 
Cod bee 914 883 40,801 30,851 
Haddock one aes ane dee 1,203 3,038 13,514 18,309 
Herrings ash one ove abe ene] 15,015 11,174 71,655 35,265 
aus ous ove oe ove 748 508 15,403 13,967 
Mackerel ose ove 4,995 21,654 371,840 237,023 
Whiting | 1,100 $51 6,951 4,743 
not separately distinguished, excep’ 
6119 || 49,018 | 37,196 
No. > No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs... ose 130,268 163,201 
Lobsters... bes 246,559 171,520 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 13,690 11,590 
£ £ 
8,003 4,611 
4,944 33059 
12,947 7,670 
Haddock ash haa 843 
ove ove oon eee eee 
’380 
not separately distinguished, ex: 
| 
— 
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X.—Cottron Returns.—Avaust, 1898. 


Return of the Number of Batss of Corron Imporrep and Exporrxp, 
ForwarpEp from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RerurNnep to 
Ports during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August, 
1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


Eight Months ended 


Month of 
August. 31st August. 


1898, 1897. 


1897. 


57,941 
12,515 


323,774 


FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 


1,678,988 
45,031 


46,679 


194,944 
57,212 


185,590 
64,897 


181,887 


2,111,996 


2,021,185 


FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 


259 


801 


33 


8,049 


334 


ij ’ 
q 
868 
| 
q 
IMPORTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American ‘np ots 55,129 10,449 2,104,617 1,517,271 
Brazilian... eas ae 1,139 147 18,984 69,208 
EastIndian ... 9,554 7,936 45,794 90,153 
Egyptian... ... 11,744 12,274 248,977 222,108 
Miscellaneous ... ous 7,A77 5,751 88,855 36,169 
a a 85,043 36,557 | 2,452,227 | 1,934,909 
-  EXports. 
American aa 15,280 30,964 191,650 205,812 
319 2,183 3,475 
East Indian... ... 6,804 7,783 25,025 
Egyptian rae 3,117 2,605 65,295 
Miscellaneous ... 62 192 9,403 
American 181,768. 155,293 1,826,196 
Brazilian... 1,848 4612 "15,658 
EastIndian ...  ... 2,829 4,680 17,986 
Egyptian 16,824 13,398 || . 
Miscellaneous ... 4,921 8,904 | 
Total ... ...| 208,190 | | — 
American |_| |_| 2,090 
laneous ... 110 383 271 
869 = 3,432 2,401 
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XI.—PERIODICAL RETURNS OF ImMporRTS AND Exports. 


I.—Imports. 


SraremMent of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 

including such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Franc = 9;d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 95d.; 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9;'od.; Lew = 95d. ; 
L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
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Name of Country. 


France 
Portugal 
Italy ... 


Bulgaria 
Egypt... 
United States 
British India* 


Austria-Hungary ... 


Greece 


Value for the Month. 
Month, 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
July ...| Frs. 435,146,000 | 316,203,000 || 2,720,102,000 | 2,246,919,000 
.| May ...| Milreis ... 5,758,000 3,399,000 20,129,000 19,342,000 
July ...| Lire ... 106,194,000 96,054,000 802,369,000 | 668,311,000 
July ...| Gulden ... 65,720,000 | 62,685,000 || 502,061,000 | 413,401,000 
May .| Drchms, 11,583,000 7,538,000 58,188,000 36,130,000 
Mar. ...| Lew 8,202,000 8,427,000 15,767,000 18,842,000 
June ...| LE. ... 777,000 792,000 4,956,000 4,779,000 
July ...| Dollars 50,674,000 53,675,000 376,896,000 | 506,481,000. 
June ...| Rupees 5,40,32,465 | 5,23,36,351 || 15,70,23,706 | 15,65,52,260 


II.—Exports. 


France 
Portugal 
Italy ... 


Greece 


Bulgaria 
Egypt... 
United States 
British India* 


Austria-Hungary ... 


July ...| Frs. ... 266,096,000 | 285,725,000 | 1,954,525,000 
May ...| Milreis ... 2,540,000 2,435,000 | 11,641,000 
July ...| Lire... 105,034,000 | 76,065,000 | 665,370,000 
July ...| Gulden ... 65,166,000 | 58,906,000 | 438,468,000 
May ...| Drehms.... 6,450,000 4,169,000 25,997,000 
| Mar. ...| Lew 7,874,000 8,246,000 14,015,000 
June ... 838,000 717,000] 6,381,000 
July ...{ Dollars 72,487,000 71,104,000 | 694,029,000 
June ...| Rupees 9,43,85,076 | 7,19,85,888 29,82,71,74 


2,092,361,000 
11,500,000 
617,326,000 
$28,621,000 
26,705,000 
20,830,000 
6,509,000 
560,872,000 
22,51,08,114 


Nore.—The fi 


“Ss 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


s are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 


Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 
ial’? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of lomestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreign TRADE oF BritisH 


IMPORTS INTO BRITISH INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Three months, April—June. 


1897. 1898. 


R 
I.—Animals, living... .. 3,45,077 3,14,441 


1I.—Articles of food and drink— 


88,39,673 71,31,479 17,08,194 
Other articles: ... | 4,42;15,621 1,08,02,734 34,12,877 
IIT.—Metals and Manufactures of— 


Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... $5,06,315 36,14,086 1,07,771 


Metals ... | :1)46,76,289 | 1,39,47,276 wit 7,29,013 
Machinery and millwork ...| 98,07,361 74,836,022 23,71,339 


Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) 72,55,996 50,28, 254 22,27,742 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- ; 
ning materials... ... ... 45,62,194 42,99,915 2,62,279 


V—Oils— 
Otheroils ... 10,19,724 9,24,004 95,720 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


Cottonyarn ... .. 85,17,823 77,80,705 7,37,118 
Cotton piece goods... ... | 4,76,21,211 | 5,87,79,258 | 1,11,58,047 


Other articles 2,12,94,050 2,29,75,028 16,80,978 


15,65,52,2C0 | 15,70,23,706 


q 
370 
q Increase. Decrease. 
R 
: Total of all Imports ... 4,71,446 bes 
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XII.—Foreian TRADE oF BritisH InpIA—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
InpIA TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Three months, April—June. 


1897. 1898. 


R R R 
I.—Animals, living... ... 8,00,407 4,01,450 1,01,043 


I1.—Articles of food and drink— 


14,65,058 | 6,24,87,120 | 6,10,22,062 
Other articles... ... | 1,12,86,508 1,04,61,802 8,24,705 
III.—Metals and Manufactures 3,74,454 3,02,654 71,800 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 

Opium ... ie | 1,57,64,166 1,22,39,486 
$1,17,520 35,56,702 4,39,182 
Other articles... eee ee 34,16,870 33,21,799 

V.—Oils ... ice 15,55,252 19,31,681 

‘VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 

Jute... 98,65,429 78,86,698 19,78,731 
Oilseeds 3,27,98,983 92,27,714 

Other articles... ... 2,70,54,174 | 2,42,87,463 27,66,711 

VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 

Cotton yarn ... 1,55,98,696 1,52,42,211 

Cotton piece goods ... “at 26,10,189 22,65,785 


Other articles... ... | 3,08,18,261 2,53,19,719 


21,59,82,138 | 29,11,18,161 | 2,51,36,023 


i 
Increase. Decrease. 
R 
54,98,542 
Total of all Exports ... | oo 
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XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
. and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. . 

Nore.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2029 | Montevideo... (1896-97) 
2021 Tainan see (1896) on] 
2023 Odessa (1897) ove] 
2024 | Munich (1896-97) we 
2026 Berlin (Estimates—1898-99) ... 
2027 | Rouen (1897) we | Lid. 
2030 New Orleans ... (1897) 
2033 Naples | 2d. 
2034 Havre pew 2hd. 
2036 Las Palmas ... (1896) eke | Bad. 
2037 | Venice (1896-97) we 14d. 
2038 Galveston (1897) | 20. 
2039 | Canary Islands (1896-97) 
2040 Berlin (1897) sos] 
2041 La Rochelle ... bse. ooo 
2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) 
2043 | Guayaquil (1897) 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... 
2046 | Diisseldorf... (1897) vee 
2047 Curacoa ave ooo | 
2050 Jerusalem coo! 1a. 
2058 Rio de Janeiro » ) Sd. 
2059 Chungking | 1id. 
2060 Saigon eee eee ( ” ) . ld. 
2062 Stockholm . 24d. 
2063 Brest... oes ove ” ) ld. 
2065 Spain... er, oon] Sid. 
2067 Batoum eee eee ( ” ) . 2d. 
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No. Place. Price. 
2968 Piraeus (1897) sce | 
2069 | Trebizond... » 1}d. 
2070 Pondicherry ... 1d, 
2071 Mozambique ... ld. 
2074 Pernambuco ... -) ba. 
2077 Marseilles -... = 1d. 
2080 Rio Grande de Sul .| 5d. 
2081 New York ... aos | 
2082 Baltimore ace 24a. 
2084 Marmagao eee eee ( ” ) hd. 
2086 | Shashi 54d. 
2037 Ghent ¢ hd. 
2083 Panama » 2d. 
2039 Madeira 1d. 
2091 Lombardy ... ose ld. 
2093 | Baden ) 
2094 Caracas | 
2095 | Java... Cw») 19d. 
2996 Switzerland ... and Fi nances—1896-97) 
2097 Uruguay (1897) 16s 
2098 Baghdad «ad Basrah_... 3 Id. 
2099 | Calais ve ons 2d, 
2101 | Quito | 4d. 
2102 | Syra 2hd. 
2108 | Nice... | 14d. 
2104 Hamburg ove 5d. 
2105 Ionian Islands... Cad 2d. 
2108 | Samshui (June 4—Dee. 31, 1897) ... 240. 
2109 Japan ove (1897) ove 20. 
2111 Salonica ose (1896 and 1897) 
2112 Malaga (1897) a0 |) 88. 
2113 Sardinia C » 
2114 Montenegro C » 4d. 
2115 | Portland (U.S.A) C») 24d. 
2117 Peru... (Trade and Finanoes—1897) Apt. 
2118 Congo Free State (1897) 
2119 Christiania... 3d. 
2121 Asuncion aes Se 1d. 
2122 Frankfort ... 2 3d. 
2124 Elba ose one 4d. 
2126 Hankow ld. 
2127 | Tahiti ™ Cw») 1d. 
2128 Resht Ce? 4d. 
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Place. 


Zanzibar 
Germany 
Tangier ove 
Corea 
Philippine Islands 
Vera Cruz... 
Warsaw ove 
Nicaragua... 
Antwerp ose 


North Formosa 
Tainan 
Kiungchow 
New Caledonia 
California 
Bengazi 
Denmark 
Belgium 
Shanghai 
Germany 


Bulgaria 
Austria-Hungary 
Gothenburg ... 
Lourengo Marques 
Erzeroum 
Algeria 
Yokohama 
Angora 

Bosnia 
Wuchow 
St. Petersburg... 
Port Said eee 
Italy... 


CFinances—i896-99) 


(Spanish ih Finances—1896-09) 
189 


” 


(Prussian Finances—1890-97) 
Bavaria (trade, Agriculture and Finances—1897-8) 


(1897) 


a 


” 


Cw») 


eee eee 


| 
| 
| 874 
No. | | Price. 
2130 os | 24. 
2131 ens ove 
2132 we | 
2133 oss | | Shed. 
2135 one ose 
2137 og | 
2139 Guatemala... one oe | 28d. 
2140 Para... ooo | 
2146 Brindisi | 23d. 
2150 ow | } 1d, 
2153 
2154 . ooo | 
2155 
2156 24. 
2157 -| 1d. 
2158 lid. 
q 2159 | 
2163 gee » ) 1, 
2164 one (1896-97) eve ooo | 
2168 at > we | 13d. 
2169 one eo | 5d. 
2174 | Tonga ” ove oe | 9d. 
2178 Rome a 2d. 
2179 Spain ose 2d. 
2180 Nagasaki 
2181 Japan 13d. 
2182 Wulm 1d. 
2183 Finland one om 4d. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 


sources :—- 


No. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria... 4d. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition in 
Colombia . 4d. 
443 Germany _—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 
Empire ... 2d. 
444 Germany.—Report on the Prussian State Railways in 
1896-97... 4d. 
445 Germany. —Translation of Decree respecting information to 
be given by German Customs Authorities re 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 
for 1896 ... 14d. 
447 France.—Report on the “Regency: of Tunis during the French 
Protectorate 43d. 
448 Turhkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897 4d. 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade ove $d. 
450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy _... wve-}-—- 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany vee _ 
453 Mexico.—Report on the Manufacturing Industry in Mexico B 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 
Westphalian Provinces 64d. 
455 United States.—Report on the Trade between the United 
States and China ... ld. 
456 United States—Report on Immigration into the United ie 
States 
457 China. —Report ‘of a Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan «| 84d. 
458 China.— Report on the Trade of Central and Southern China | 18.5 4d, 
459 Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... eee ld. 
460 Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa_ ... 14d. 
461 Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the first 
quarters of 1897 and 1898 ... 3d. 
462 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports. and “Expo rts 
of “ Iron and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” 
1896 and 1897.. 2d. 
463 Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and Institu- ° 
tions... | 3d. 
464 United States. —Report on the Improvement of the Entrance 
to — and the Commercial Results 
465 Russia, ndiapent on the Government Spirit Monopoly. ld. 
466 China. — ona wees from Peking to Shanghai over- 
land 1d. 
467 Sweden. —Report on the Trade and Industries of Great 
Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries... | 1d. 
468 Germany.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzig ld. 
469 Turkey.—Report on the Sponge Fisheries of re North 
Africa ... eee 
470 | Russia.—Report on the Warsaw Wool Fair of 1898 ... : 4d, 
471 Russia.—Report on the Beetroot Sugar Industry in Russia 
since its first introduction in 1800.. 14d. 
472 United States.—Report on the Fire Department of "the city 
of Boston, Mass. 13d. 
473 China.—Report on a journey from Hong Kong to Ssumao .. 1d. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES—continued. 


Germany.—Report for the year 1897 on the German Colonies 
475 China.—Notes of a journey to Tachienlu 

| 476 Central America. oe on the legal status of "foreign 
residents in Central America sve 


XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
i Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
| Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL (continued). 


No. | Colony. | Year. No. | Colony. Year. 
209 | Grenada ... <a «| 1896 222 | British Guiana ... -+.| 1896-97 
210 | Hong Kong _.... ove ” 223 | Rodrigues see ---| 1896 
211 | St. Lucia 224 | Basuto Land ... 1896-97 
212 | St. Vincent ” 225 | Jamaica ... 
213 | St. Helena vite bee Be 226 | Bechuanaland 
214 | Seychelles Protectorate’ 
215 | Mauritius wos mera » 227 | Leeward — ooo} 1895 
216 | Cocos-Keeling and 228 | Bermuda.. s eee] 1897 
Christmas Islands 229 | Gambia ... 
217 | Fiji 230 | Turks and Carios Islands 
220 | Gold Coast 233 | St. Vincent 
Labuan ... wie 234 | Sierra Leone 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


No Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast ... ...| Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand .., Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone Geology and Botany. 
4 Canada eee Advantages to Emigrants. 
5 Bahamas ... ave .-.| Sisal Industry, 
6 Hong Kong... bas soe eee ...| Bubonic Plague. 
7 Newfoundland... Mineral Resources, 
8 Western Pacific ... ope erie ...| Solomon Islands. 
9 Dominica ... ...| Agriculture. 
10 Virgin Islands... Condition during 1897. 
1l Grenada... ses «| Report on Agriculture in 
Carriacou. 
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| No, 
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21d. a 
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